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The end of the Second World War opened a new era for science in public

life. Heisenberg in the Atomic Age explores the transformations of science’s

public presence in the postwar Federal Republic of Germany. It shows how

Werner Heisenberg’s philosophical commentaries, circulated in the mass media,

secured his role as science’s public philosopher, and it reflects on his policy

engagements and public political stands, which helped redefine the relationship

between science and the state. With deep archival grounding, the book tracks

Heisenberg’s interactions with intellectuals from Heidegger to Habermas and

political leaders from Adenauer to Brandt. It also traces his evolving statements

about his wartime research on nuclear fission for the National Socialist regime.

Working between the history of science and German history, the book’s central

theme is the place of scientific rationality in public life – after the atomic bomb,

in the wake of the Third Reich.
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NOTE ON CITATIONS FROM THE
WERNER-HEISENBERG-ARCHIV

As there is no archiving system or finding aid for the Heisenberg Nachlass,
the citation format used in this book follows the collection’s major groups
of papers:

Citation: document identification, WHM.

Main series 1946–1976, in folders alphabetically (for the most part) by
correspondent’s name or other rubric, not always indicated by a folder
label.

Citation: document identification, WHM year (two-digit).

Correspondence 1941–1953, in binders by year or group of years, within
each binder by correspondent’s name or other rubric.

Citation: document identification, WHM 50s.

Correspondence 1954–1957, in folders by date (roughly).

Citation: document identification, WHM label.
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Other material in folders, binders, boxes, and drawers with special labels.

Most labels reproduce those in the archive. For the rest, the following key-
words are used:

CFvW Prof. Dr. C.F. v. Weizsäcker, Korresp.
H Heisenberg
MSs drawer of drafts and manuscripts
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rubric)
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rubric)
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ZG Zuschriften auf die “Göttinger Erklärung”

Citations from material on the Deutscher Forschungsrat include the keyword
“DFR” even when it is missing from the label in the archive.

If the designation “under” is appended to any of these forms of citation, the
material is to be found filed under that rubric rather than the name of the
author or correspondent.
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1 Heisenberg shows Federal President Theodor Heuss around the Max Planck Insti-
tute for Physics in Göttingen in 1951, with Karl Wirtz looking on. Source: Max-
Planck-Institut für Physik, courtesy AIP Emilio Segre Visual Archives.
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2 Max Planck Society Nobel laureates at the Society’s 1952 annual assembly in a
photo op with Hamburg mayor Max Brauer. From left to right: Otto Hahn, Brauer,
Heisenberg, and Adolf Butenandt. Source: ullstein bild / The Granger Collection,
New York.
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3 Federal Atomic Minister Franz Josef Strauß addresses the inaugural meeting of the
German Atomic Commission in 1956. Across the table from Strauß are, from left to
right, Heisenberg, Otto Haxel, and Otto Hahn. Source: ullstein bild / The Granger
Collection, New York.
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4 At the dedication of the new Max Planck Institute for Physics in Munich in 1960,
Otto Hahn, Ludwig Biermann, and Heisenberg listen to the greeting of State Secretary
Staudinger, representative of the Bavarian state. Source: Max-Planck-Institut für
Physik.

www.cambridge.org/9780521821704
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-82170-4 — Heisenberg in the Atomic Age
Cathryn Carson
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

5 Wolfgang Gentner, Otto Hahn, Atomic Minister Siegfried Balke, Adolf Bute-
nandt, and Heisenberg at the 1962 dedication of Gentner’s new Max Planck Insti-
tute for Nuclear Physics in Heidelberg. Source: Max-Planck-Institut für Kernphysik,
Heidelberg.
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6 Heisenberg in conversation with Ernst Jünger before Martin Heidegger (holding
papers) speaks on “The Question Concerning Technology” at the 1953 symposium
“The Arts in the Technical Age.” Source: Bildarchiv Preussischer Kulturbesitz / Art
Resource, New York.
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7 The 1958 Planck celebrations in West Berlin’s Congress Hall as Heisenberg dis-
plays the basic equation of his unified field theory (popularly the “world formula”),
as he was then writing it. Source: picture-alliance / dpa.
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8 Heisenberg posed at the blackboard writing equations in the 1960s. Source:

picture-alliance / dpa.
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