
The Cambridge Companion to the Literature of the First World War

The Great War of 1914–18 marks a turning point in modern history and cul-
ture. This Companion offers critical overviews of the major literary genres
and social contexts that define the study of the writings produced by the First
World War. The volume comprises original essays by distinguished scholars
of international reputation, who examine the impact of the war on the major
national literatures, principally those of Great Britain, Germany, France, and
the United States. Additional consideration is given to the way the war affected
modernism, the European avant-garde, film, and women’s writing. A final sec-
tion of essays addresses the legacy of the war in subsequent literary and popular
culture. The Companion offers readers a chronology of key events and publica-
tion dates leading up through and following the war, and it provides a current
bibliography of further reading organized by major scholarly topics.
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1 July: Anglo-French offensive at Somme begins; nearly 60,000
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15 September: British tanks first used, at Flers-Courcelette, Somme

front
6 December: David Lloyd George becomes British Prime Minister
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9 April: Start of Arras offensive
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31 July: Third Battle of Ypres (Passchendaele) begins
October–November: Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, Communist
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7 December: United States declares war on Austria-Hungary
9 December: Jerusalem taken by British
22 December: Russia engages in separate peace negotiations with

Germany at Brest-Litovsk
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5 October: Allied forces capture Hindenburg Line
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rivers; Germans surrender in large numbers
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30 October: Turkey arranges armistice with Allies
3 November: German fleet mutinies at Kiel
9 November: Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany abdicates
11 November: Armistice
14 December: Lloyd George wins British General Election
Deaths in war: Joyce Kilmer, Isaac Rosenberg, Wilfred Owen,
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Votes for women in Britain over 30, men over 21
World-wide influenza epidemic
Rebecca West, Return of the Soldier
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Mottram, The Spanish Farm Trilogy (1924–26)
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Proust, Le Temps retrouvé
Zweig, Der Streit um den Sergeanten Grischa
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1928: Radclyffe Hall, The Well of Loneliness
Lawrence, Lady Chatterley’s Lover
Weill and Brecht, Die Dreigroschenoper
Blunden, Undertones of War
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Erich Maria Remarque, Im Westen nichts Neues
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English translations of Jünger, The Storm of Steel, and Remarque,

All Quiet on the Western Front

xvii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521821452 - The Cambridge Companion to the Literature of the First World War
Edited by Vincent Sherry
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521821452


chronology

1930: Nazis elected to German Reichstag
Film of All Quiet on the Western Front wins Oscar
“Private 19022” (Frederic Manning), The Middle Parts of Fortune

(also known as Her Privates We)
Sassoon, Memoirs of an Infantry Officer
Williamson, The Patriot’s Progress
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1933: Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany
Roosevelt, “New Deal”
Vera Brittain, Testament of Youth

1934: Fitzgerald, Tender is the Night
1935: Italy invades Abyssinia
1936: Death of George V, Edward VIII king (abdicates to marry

Mrs. Simpson), George VI king
Spanish Civil War begins
Mussolini and Hitler form Rome–Berlin Axis
Chaplin, in Modern Times

1937: Chamberlain becomes Prime Minister
German planes bomb Guernica in Spain
Picasso, Guernica
David Jones, In Parenthesis
Rosenberg, Collected Works
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Chamberlain’s policy of appeasement with Hitler, “Munich

Agreement”
1939: Germany invades Poland; Second World War begins
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