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ROBERT MARKLEY is Professor of English at the University of Illinois
and editor of The Eighteenth Century: Theory and Interpretation. He
has published widely on Restoration and eighteenth-century litera-
ture, and his most recent books include Dying Planet: Mars in Science
and the Imagination (2005).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/052181944X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

052181944X - The Far East and the English Imagination, 1600-1730
Robert Markley

Frontmatter

More information

THE FAR EAST AND THE
ENGLISH IMAGINATION,
1600—1730

ROBERT MARKLEY

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/052181944X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

052181944X - The Far East and the English Imagination, 1600-1730
Robert Markley

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 2ru, UK
Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521819442

© Robert Markley 2006

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2006
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN-13 978-0-521-81944-2 hardback
ISBN-10 0-521-81944-X hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for
the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or
third-party internet websites referred to in this book,
and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/052181944X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052181944X - The Far East and the English Imagination, 1600-1730
Robert Markley

Frontmatter
More information
Contents

List of illustrations page Vi
Acknowledgements vii

Introduction: British literature of the late Ming and early

Qing dynasties I
1 The Far East, the East India Company, and the

English imagination 30
2 China and the limits of Eurocentric history: Milton,

the Jesuits, and the Jews of Kaifeng 70
3 “Prudently present your regular tribute”: civility,

ceremony, and European rivalry in Qing China 104
4 Heroic merchants: trade, nationalism, and abjection

in Dryden’s Amboyna 143
s “I have now done with my island, and all manner of

discourse about it”: Crusoe’s Farther Adventures in

the Far East 177
6 “So inexhaustible a treasure of gold”: Defoe, credit,

and the romance of the South Seas 210
7 Gulliver, the Japanese, and the fantasy of European

abjection 241

Epilogue: The ideology of trade 269
Bibliography 273
Index 303

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/052181944X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

052181944X - The Far East and the English Imagination, 1600-1730
Robert Markley

Frontmatter

More information

Ilustrations

1. Asia, from Jan van Linschoten, lohn Huighen van Linschoten
his Discovrs of Voyages into ye Easte and West Indies (1598).
Reproduced by permission of the British Library. page 32

2. Harbor of Canton, from Jan Nieuhoff, An Embassy from
the East-India Company of the United Provinces, to the Grand
Tartar Cham Emperor of China (1669). Reproduced
by permission of the British Library. 116

3. Ground plan of Canton, from Jan Nieuhoff, An Embassy
from the East-India Company of the United Provinces,
to the Grand Tartar Cham Emperor of China (1669).
Reproduced by permission of the British Library. 17

4. Map of Siberia, by John Senex (1721). Private collection. 200

5. Kaempfer performs for the Shogun, from Engelbert Kaempfer,
The History of Japan (1727). Reproduced by permission
of the British Library. 259

vi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/052181944X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

052181944X - The Far East and the English Imagination, 1600-1730
Robert Markley

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

This book began to take shape more than a decade ago, and during its long
gestation I have had the opportunity to discuss aspects of my argument
with a number of people who have contributed, in various ways, to its final
form. During the research and writing of this study, I have benefited from
grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Beinecke
Library of Yale University, the Huntington Library, the University of
Washington, and West Virginia University that have allowed me, in the
days before the availability of Early English Books Online and the
Eighteenth-Century Catalogue Online, to conduct research at the Folger
Shakespeare Library, the British Library, and the Huntington. I sincerely
appreciate the support. Various parts of chapters have been presented as
invited lectures or keynote addresses at the University of Washington, the
University of Auckland, the Humanities Research Centre at the Australian
National University, Canterbury University (NZ), the University of Otago
(NZ), the University of Melbourne, Princeton University, the University
of Chicago, the University of Pittsburgh, McMaster University, the
University of Exeter, Carnegie Mellon University, the State University of
New York at Stony Brook, the New York Eighteenth-Century Seminar at
Fordham University, Otterbein College, and the University of Oklahoma.

A work of this sort invariably is a collaborative process, and during the
past ten years I have benefited from conversations with a great many
people. I would like to thank (in no particular order) Rajani Sudan,
Tom DiPiero, Pat Gill, Cynthia Klekar, Rachel Ramsey, Hans Turley,
Tita Chico, Aleksondra Hultquist, Jeannie Dalporto, David Porter,
Marshall Brown, Paul Remley, Ronald Schleifer, Tom Lockwood, Jean
Marsden, Suvir Kaul, Ania Loomba, Richard Wheeler, Bruce Boehrer,
Dan Vitkus, Bernadette Andrea, Bruce Clarke, Srinivas Aravamudan,
Paula Backscheider, Catherine Ingrassia, Barbara Fuchs, David Baker,
Balachandra Rajan, Elizabeth Sauer, Deborah Payne Fisk, Lucinda Cole,
Andrew McRae, Sandra McPherson, Neil Chudgar, Tony Brown,

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/052181944X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

052181944X - The Far East and the English Imagination, 1600-1730
Robert Markley

Frontmatter

More information

viii Acknowledgements

Cynthia Wall, Shef Rogers, Tanya Caldwell, Bridget Orr, Jonathan Lamb,
Mona Narain, Gillian Russell, Iain McCalman, David Shumway, Frances
Loughrey, Brian McHale, Paul Armstrong, Heidi Hutner, Kristina Straub,
Zachary Lesser, Lori Newcomb, Tony Pollock, Michael Keevak, Helen
Thompson, Erin Mackie, Martha Koehler, Andrew McGann, Deepika
Bahri, Ian Donaldson, Ann Kaplan, Peter Walmsley, Daniel Carey, Susan
Naquin, Mark Elvin, Jeng-Guo Chen, Eun Kyung Min, Laura Rosenthal,
Elizabeth Johnston, Marilyn Francus, Duane Nellis, Jonathan Burton,
Jeanne Hamming, Helen Burgess, Bruce Mazlish, Laurie Finke, Stephen
Markley, and Hannah Markley.

Skeletal versions of the arguments and examples in several chapters have
appeared elsewhere. In each case, the original articles have been expanded,
cut, reworked, and in some cases traduced, yet I acknowledge with thanks
Duke University Press for permission to reprint parts of chapters four, six,
and seven that originally appeared in Eighteenth-Century Life (1993, 1998)
and South Atlantic Quarterly (2004); Blackwell Publishers for permission to
rework a version of two sections of chapter one that appeared in Renaissance
Studies (2003); Associated University Presses for permission to revise
(at times almost beyond recognition) a previously published version of
chapter three that originally appeared in Passionate Encounters in a Time of
Sensibility, edited by Anne Mellor and Maximilian Novak in 2000; and
Duquesne University Press for permission to reprint shreds and patches of
chapter two that appeared in Milton and Imperialism, edited by
Balachandra Rajan and Elizabeth Sauer in 1999. I would also like to
thank the British Library for permission to reproduce the illustrations in
chapters one, three, and seven.

Dedications of works are always inadequate. They are gestures as much
as tributes. Nonetheless, this one is for my father, Henry E. Markley, and
my stepmother, Nicki Markley.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/052181944X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

