
SELF LOVE AND CHRISTIAN ETHICS

Self love is an inescapable problem for ethics, yet much of
contemporary ethics is reluctant to offer any normativemoral
anthropologies. Instead, secular ethics and contemporary
culture promote a norm of self-realization which is subjective
and uncritical. Christian ethics also fails to provide easy or
direct resources to address this problem, because it tends to
investigate self love with respect to conflicts between the self ’s
interests and those of her neighbors. Self Love and Christian
Ethics explicates and defends right self love by casting it as
a problem of proper self-relation that intersects with love
for God and love for neighbor. This book argues that right
self love entails a true self-understanding that is embodied
in the person’s concrete acts and relations. In making this
argument, it calls ethics to revisit ontological accounts of the
self and to devote more attention to particular moral acts.

   is Assistant Professor of Theo-
logy at the Department of Theology and Religious Studies,
Villanova University. She has written for The Journal of Reli-
gious Ethics and Religious Studies Review.
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Christian ethics has increasingly assumed a central place within academic
theology. At the same time the growing power and ambiguity of modern
science and the rising dissatisfactionwithin the social sciences about claims
to value-neutrality have prompted renewed interest in ethics within the
secular academic world. There is, therefore, a need for studies inChristian
ethics which, as well as being concerned with the relevance of Christian
ethics to the present-day secular debate, are well informed about parallel
discussions in recent philosophy, science or social science. New Studies in
Christian Ethics aims to provide books that do this at the highest intel-
lectual level and demonstrate that Christian ethics can make a distinctive
contribution to this debate – either in moral substance or in terms of
underlying moral justifications.
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John Clayton Fozard

–

how is one to put off/encounter except by puzzling the terms of
encounter/past inquiry

“Evasive Actions,” A. R. Ammons
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General editor’s preface

This book is the twenty-third in the series New Studies in Christian
Ethics. It shows extensive points of contact and critical dialogue
with other books in the series. Darlene Weaver uses the influential
framework provided by Susan Parsons in her Feminism and Christian
Ethics for analyzing differing accounts of feminist ethics. She also
has significant points in commonwith Jean Porter’sMoral Action and
Christian Ethics and with Lisa Cahill’s Sex, Gender and Christian Ethics.
However it is Stanley Rudman’s Concepts of Persons and Christian
Ethics and William Schweiker’s Responsibility and Christian Ethics that
provide her with the most sustained dialogue partners.

Both Darlene Weaver and Stanley Rudman argue that many
recent philosophical understandings of selfhood are too limited.
Indeed, Weaver suggests that they ‘truncate the self.’ Both authors
are convinced that a notion of self-in-relation-to-God offers amuch
richer account of selfhood and personhood than any secular un-
derstanding. ForWeaver it is the belief that ‘the person is created to
love God’ that is fundamental to this richer account. In the process
of arguing this, both authors have kept carefully to the two key
aims of the series as a whole – namely to promote monographs
in Christian ethics which engage centrally with the present secular
moral debate at the highest possible intellectual level and, secondly,
to encourage contributors to demonstrate that Christian ethics can
make a distinctive contribution to this debate.

The original feature of this particular book is that it explores
and defends the notion of ‘self love.’ Properly understood, Darlene
Weavermaintains, self love is ‘reflexive, embodied, and interpretive.’
This sophisticated understanding – quite different from shallow
modern notions of ‘self-realization’ or ‘autonomy’ – owes much

ix
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x General editor’s preface

to William Schweiker. Like him she attempts to show that a rich
theological vein running through Augustine and Aquinas is still
able to challenge modern assumptions. Both authors are also
aware of the social dimensions of their respective understandings
of ‘responsibility’ and ‘self love.’ In addition, there is an extended,
albeit critical, debt to the theological writings of Karl Rahner and
Paul Tillich running through the later chapters of Weaver’s book.

Clearly any serious defense of self love today needs to engage
in a considerable amount of intellectual clarification. The notion
is vulnerable to attacks from philosophers and social scientists as
well as from theologians. It can all too easily be misunderstood. Yet
this book challenges the reader to make careful distinctions and to
think more clearly about what love entails in a perplexing world.
An extended defense of self love is welcome and overdue.

 
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