
   A HISTORY OF SINGING 

  Why do we sing and what fi rst drove early humans to sing? How 
might they have sung, and how might those styles have survived to 
the present day? Th is history addresses these questions and many 
more, examining singing as a historical and cross-cultural phenom-
enon. It explores the evolution of singing in a global context – from 
Neanderthal man to Auto-tune via the infi nite varieties of world 
music from Orient to Occident, classical music from medieval to the 
avant-garde, and popular music from vaudeville to rock and beyond. 
Considering singing as a universal human activity, the book provides 
an in-depth perspective on singing from many cultures and periods: 
Western and non- Western, prehistoric to present. Written in a lively 
and entertaining style, the history contains a comprehensive reference 
section for those who wish to explore the topic further, and will appeal 
to an international readership of singers, students and scholars. 

  john pot t er  is a singer and writer. He was for many years a mem-
ber of the Hilliard Ensemble and he has an eclectic discography of 
some 150 titles which include fi ve gold discs and several Grammy nom-
inations, and music ranging from Leonin to Led Zeppelin. He cur-
rently maintains a portfolio of freelance performance projects and also 
coaches vocal ensembles and choirs all over the world. He spent twelve 
years as a lecturer at the University of York and is now an independent 
performer and scholar, researching all aspects of the voice. He is the 
editor of  Th e Cambridge Companion to Singing  ( 2000 ), author of  Vocal 
Authority  (1998) and  Tenor: History of a Voice  (2009), and has contrib-
uted to several Cambridge Histories of Music. 

  ne i l  sor r el l  is Senior Lecturer in Music at the University of 
York. He specialises in Asian music and has written, broadcast and 
lectured extensively on Indian and Javanese music. He is the author 
(with the great sarangi player, Pandit Ram Narayan) of  Indian Music 
in Performance: A Practical Introduction  (1980) and is a recipient of the 
1999 Hafi z Ali Khan Award, an international award in recognition of 
contributions to Indian classical music. He co-founded and directed 
the English Gamelan Orchestra, the fi rst group of British musicians 
dedicated to the study, composition and performance of music for the 
Javanese gamelan. He has composed several pieces for the gamelan, and 
is the author of  A Guide to the Gamelan  (second edition 2000).   
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