
ETHICAL JOYCE

Marian Eide argues that the central concern of James Joyce’s writ-
ing was the creation of a literary ethics. Eide examines Joyce’s
ethical preoccupations throughout his work, particularly the ten-
sion between his commitment as an artist and his social obligations
as a father and citizen during a tumultuous period of European
history. Eide argues that his narrative suggestion that ethics, which
etymologically signifies both “character” and “habitat,” might be
understood best as an interaction between immediate and intimate
processes (character) and more external and enduring structures
(habitat). Drawing on feminist theory, Eide focuses on the ideas
of alterity and difference. The literary ethics developed in this book
proceed from a textual focus in order to examine how our assump-
tions about what it means to read and interpret produce within each
reader an implicit ethical practice. This is the first study devoted to
Joyce’s ethical philosophy as it emerges in his writing.

  is Assistant Professor of English at Texas A&M
University. She is the author of several articles on twentieth-century
literature.
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In memory of

Ellen Olsen Eide

& Stephen Vincent Gilligan
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Once the realization is accepted that even between the closest
human beings infinite distances continue to exist, a wonderful
living side by side can grow up, if they succeed in loving the
distance between them which makes it possible for each to see the
other whole and against a wide sky.

Rainer Maria Rilke (Letters to a Young Poet)

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521814987 - Ethical Joyce
Marian Eide
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521814987
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Acknowledgments page viii
List of abbreviations x

Introduction 

. Ethical interpretation and the elliptical subject 

. Ethical knowledge and errant pedagogy 

. Ethical opposition and fluid sensibility 

. Ethical representation and Lucia’s letters 

Envoy: to the Reader 

Notes 
Bibliography 
Index 

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521814987 - Ethical Joyce
Marian Eide
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521814987
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments

It has become a common-place to say that an academic book is a collabo-
rative effort. But like many other writers, I find writing a solitary activity.
And while I generally bask in the particular quality of that solitude, I am
grateful for the interruptions that have been so generously provided by
friends and colleagues who agreed to read and comment on these pages,
who often inspired me, always encouraged me, and occasionally inter-
rogated me with just the right questions.

My kind and wise friend Vicki Mahaffey helped me to start this project
and has accompanied me throughout its composition; my life and my
work are immeasurably enriched by her friendship. Larry Reynolds
stepped in just when I most needed him with a generous, gentle, and
intelligent reading. From the distance of half a country and often an
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