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AND THE QUESTION OF IRELAND

In The Romantic National Tale and the Question of Ireland, Ina Ferris
examines the way in which the problem of “incomplete union”
generated by the formation of the United Kingdom in  desta-
bilizedBritish public discourse in the early decades of the nineteenth
century. Ferris offers the first full-length study of the main genre to
emerge out of the political problem of Union: the national tale, an
intercultural and mostly female-authored fictional mode that artic-
ulated Irish grievances to English readers. Ferris draws on current
theory and archival research to show how the national tale crucially
intersected with other public genres such as travel narratives, criti-
cal reviews, and political discourse. In this fascinating study, Ferris
shows how the national tales of Morgan, Edgeworth, Maturin, and
the Banim brothers dislodged key British assumptions and founda-
tional narratives of history, family, and gender in the period.
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for Stephen

and

in memory of my mother, Grazina Balciunas
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John remarked upon the misnomer of settlers applied to the Irish,
who are always un-settling both at home and abroad.

Journal of Thomas Moore ( August )
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a magnanimous spirit that defines collegiality; and to Linda Bree for her
smooth steering of the manuscript.
Closer to home, I have been equally fortunate in my students and col-

leagues. Esther Wohlgemut served as a superb research assistant, bring-
ing to bear on her research tasks the resources of an especially fine and
alertmind. It has been an enormous pleasure toworkwith her.My thanks
as well to Keith Wilson, exemplary Chair, whose unstinting support of
his colleagues and their research facilitated my work in countless ways.
As always, I am indebted to April London, who shared her formidable

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052181460X - The Romantic National Tale and the Question of Ireland
Ina Ferris
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/052181460X


x Acknowledgments

knowledge of the period with me and whose high intelligence and warm
humour have long animated my own scholarly life. For a generous grant
that enabled research in Ireland and Great Britain I am grateful to the
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.
The book is dedicated to the two peoplewho aremost deeply entwined

in its pages. My mother, Grazina Balciunas, died while I was completing
the final draft, but it was her life as an exile from a beloved small nation
that inspired much of my thinking about female patriotism and “minor”
nationalism. Stephen walked and talked each chapter with me, and he
remains, as ever, the best of my readers in every sense. This Irish tour
has been a memorable one for us both.
Portions of Chapters  and  rework material from “Narrating Cul-

tural Encounter: Lady Morgan and the Irish National Tale,” Nineteenth-
Century Literature () and “Writing on the Border: The National Tale,
FemaleWriting, and the Public Sphere,”Romanticism, History and the Possi-
bilities of Genre, edited by Tillotama Rajan and Julia Wright (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, ). Some pages in Chapter  draw on
“Mobile Words: Romantic Travel Writing and Print Anxiety,” Modern
Language Quarterly (). My thanks in all three instances for permission
to reuse material.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052181460X - The Romantic National Tale and the Question of Ireland
Ina Ferris
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/052181460X

