
ROMANTICISM, MATERNITY, AND
THE BODY POLITIC

In Romanticism, Maternity, and the Body Politic, Julie Kipp examines
Romantic writers’ treatments of motherhood and maternal bodies in
the context of the legal, medical, educational, and socioeconomic de-
bates about motherhood so popular during the period. She argues
that these discussions turned the physical processes associated with
mothering into matters of national importance. The privately shared
spaces signified by the womb or the maternal breast were made public
by the widespread interest in the workings of thematernal body. These
private spaces evidenced for writers of the period the radical exposure
of mother and child to one another – for good or ill. Kipp’s primary
concern is to underline the ways that writers used representations of
mother–child bonds as ways of naturalizing, endorsing, and critiquing
Enlightenment constructions of interpersonal and intercultural rela-
tions. This fascinating literary and cultural study will appeal to all
scholars of Romanticism.

julie kipp is Assistant Professor of English at Hope College in
Michigan. She is the author of articles on Robert Browning, Friedrich
Schlegel, and Maria Edgeworth.
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This series aims to foster the best new work in one of the most challenging fields
within English literary studies. From the early 1780s to the early 1830s a formidable
array of talented men and women took to literary composition, not just in poetry,
which some of them famously transformed, but in many modes of writing. The
expansion of publishing created new opportunities for writers, and the political
stakes of what they wrote were raised again by whatWordsworth called those ‘great
national events’ that were ‘almost daily taking place’: the French Revolution, the
Napoleonic and American wars, urbanisation, industrialisation, religious revival,
an expanded empire abroad and the reform movement at home. This was an enor-
mous ambition, even when it pretended otherwise. The relations between science,
philosophy, religion and literature were reworked in texts such as Frankenstein and
Biographia Literaria; gender relations in A Vindication of the Rights of Woman and
Don Juan; journalism by Cobbett and Hazlitt; poetic form, content and style by
the Lake School and the Cockney School. Outside Shakespeare studies, probably
no body of writing has produced such a wealth of response or done so much to
shape the responses of modern criticism. This indeed is the period that saw the
emergence of those notions of ‘literature’ and of literary history, especially national
literary history, on which modern scholarship in English has been founded.

The categories produced by Romanticism have also been challenged by recent
historicist arguments. The task of the series is to engage both with a challenging
corpus of Romantic writings and with the changing field of criticism they have
helped to shape. As with other literary series published by Cambridge, this one
will represent the work of both younger and more established scholars, on either
side of the Atlantic and elsewhere.
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Publishing is to thinking as the maternity ward is to the first kiss.
Friedrich Schlegel (Atheneum Fragment 62)
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