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In this commentary, Duane F. Watson provides a careful verse-by-verse
interpretation of the Letters of John that foregrounds the author’s rhet-
orical strategy. He emphasizes the means that the Elder uses to persuade
the churches he addresses to continue afûrming the Johannine tradition
and to resist secessionists who corrupt it. While illuminating the sophisti-
cation of the author’s rhetorical approach, Watson also explores traditional
exegetical questions, demonstrating how many issues of interpretation are
clariûed or resolved by rhetorical analysis. He also sheds new light on the
relationship between the author, his audience, and opposition in their
original context. This commentary features “closer look” sections giving
more detail on related subjects and “bridging the horizons” sections that
suggest how these epistles address our world. The commentary is aimed at
educated laity, clergy, college and graduate students, and scholars inter-
ested in the Letters of John, the history of the churches addressed, and the
social formation and location of these early Christians.

Duane F. Watson is Professor Emeritus of New Testament Studies at
Malone University in Canton, Ohio. He is most known for his pioneering
work in the rhetorical analysis of the New Testament. His works include
Invention, Arrangement, and Style: Rhetorical Criticism of Jude and ÷ Peter

(öþÿÿ); “The Second Letter of Peter” and “The Letter of Jude” in The New

Interpreter’s Bible (öþþÿ); editor, The Intertexture of Apocalyptic Discourse
in the New Testament (÷÷÷÷); First and Second Peter (with Terrance
Callan) in the Paideia Commentaries on the New Testament (÷÷ö÷); editor,
Miracle Discourse in the New Testament (÷÷ö÷); and editor (with Alan
Hauser), A History of Biblical Interpretation, ö volumes (÷÷÷ö, ÷÷÷þ, ÷÷öþ).
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The New Cambridge Bible Commentary (NCBC) aims to elucidate the Hebrew
and Christian Scriptures for a wide range of intellectually curious individuals.
While building on the work and reputation of the Cambridge Bible Commentary
popular in the 1960s and 1970s, the NCBC takes advantage of many of the rewards
provided by scholarly research over the last four decades. Volumes utilize recent
gains in rhetorical criticism, social scientiûc study of the Scriptures, narrative
criticism, and other developing disciplines to exploit the growing advances in
biblical studies. Accessible jargon-free commentary, an annotated “Suggested
Readings” list, and the entire New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) text under
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The Letters of John

This commentary is a careful interpretation of the Letters of John. Its
distinctive feature is a focus on their rhetorical dimensions, which have
been neglected or only brieûy discussed in previous interpretations. The
author of these letters used Greco-Roman, Jewish, and general rhetoric in
their composition to make them persuasive to their recipients.
He struggled to convince them to adhere to the theology and ethics of
the Johannine tradition against challenges posed by secessionists from
their own ranks. His rhetorical arsenal is rich and varied, employing
everything from grammatical changes of person, to ûgures of speech and
thought, to repetition and ampliûcation, to simple argumentation.
He employs invention (constructing arguments), arrangement (arranging
rhetorical units), and style (ûgures of speech and thought) to enable the
recipients to recognize the situation he addresses, assess them as he does,
and respond to them as he deems most advantageous to them. These
rhetorical dimensions provide numerous insights that enrich and clarify
traditional interpretation.
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CBQ Catholic Biblical Quarterly

DLNT Dictionary of the Later New Testament and Its Developments.

Edited by R. P. Martin and P. H. Davids. Downers Grove:
Intervarsity Press, öþþþ.

ECL Early Christianity and Its Literature
EKKNT Evangelisch-katholischer Kommentar zum Neuen Testament
EvQ Evangelical Quarterly

ExpTim Expository Times

HNTC Harper’s New Testament Commentaries
HUT Hermeneutische Untersuchungen zur Theologie
ICC International Critical Commentary
JBL Journal of Biblical Literature

JSNT Journal for the Study of the New Testament

JSNTSup Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplement Series
JTS Journal of Theological Studies

LEC Library of Early Christianity
MGNTG J. H. Moulton, Grammar of New Testament Greek, ÷ vols.

Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, öþ÷ÿ–öþþÿ.
MNTC Moffatt New Testament Commentary
MTZ Münchener theologische Zeitschrift

Neot Neotestamentica

NICNT New International Commentary on the New Testament
NovT Novum Testamentum

NovTSup Supplements to Novum Testamentum
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NRTh La nouvelle revue thèologique
NTL New Testament Library
NTS New Testament Studies

RB Revue biblique

RSR Recherches de science religieuse

SBJT Southern Baptist Journal of Theology

SBLDS Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Series
SJSJ Supplements to the Journal for the Study of Judaism
SNTW Studies of the New Testament and Its World
SP Sacra Pagina
TDNT Theological Dictionary of the New Testament.

Edited by G. Kittel and G. Friedrich. Translated by G. W.
Bromiley. ö÷ vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, öþÿ÷–öþþÿ.

TynBul Tyndale Bulletin

TZ Theologische Zeitschrift

WBC Word Biblical Commentary
ZNW Zeitschrift für die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft und die

Kunde der älteren Kirche

ZTK Zeitschrift für Theologie und Kirche
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