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THE LETTERS OF JOHN

In this commentary, Duane F. Watson provides a careful verse-by-verse
interpretation of the Letters of John that foregrounds the author’s rhet-
orical strategy. He emphasizes the means that the Elder uses to persuade
the churches he addresses to continue affirming the Johannine tradition
and to resist secessionists who corrupt it. While illuminating the sophisti-
cation of the author’s rhetorical approach, Watson also explores traditional
exegetical questions, demonstrating how many issues of interpretation are
clarified or resolved by rhetorical analysis. He also sheds new light on the
relationship between the author, his audience, and opposition in their
original context. This commentary features “closer look™ sections giving
more detail on related subjects and “bridging the horizons” sections that
suggest how these epistles address our world. The commentary is aimed at
educated laity, clergy, college and graduate students, and scholars inter-
ested in the Letters of John, the history of the churches addressed, and the
social formation and location of these early Christians.

Duane F. Watson is Professor Emeritus of New Testament Studies at
Malone University in Canton, Ohio. He is most known for his pioneering
work in the rhetorical analysis of the New Testament. His works include
Invention, Arrangement, and Style: Rhetorical Criticism of Jude and 2 Peter
(1988); “The Second Letter of Peter” and “The Letter of Jude” in The New
Interpreter’s Bible (1998); editor, The Intertexture of Apocalyptic Discourse
in the New Testament (2002); First and Second Peter (with Terrance
Callan) in the Paideia Commentaries on the New Testament (2012); editor,
Miracle Discourse in the New Testament (2012); and editor (with Alan
Hauser), A History of Biblical Interpretation, 3 volumes (2003, 2009, 2017).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521813952
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-81395-2 — The Letters of John
Duane F. Watson

Frontmatter

More Information

NEW CAMBRIDGE BIBLE COMMENTARY

GENERAL EDITOR: Ben Witherington III

HEBREW BIBLE/OLD TESTAMENT EDITOR: Bill T. Arnold

EDITORIAL BOARD

Bill T. Arnold, Asbury Theological Seminary
James D. G. Dunn, University of Durham
Michael V. Fox, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Robert P. Gordon, University of Cambridge
Judith M. Gundry, Yale University

The New Cambridge Bible Commentary (NCBC) aims to elucidate the Hebrew

and Christian Scriptures for a wide range of intellectually curious

individuals.

While building on the work and reputation of the Cambridge Bible Commentary

popular in the 1960s and 1970s, the NCBC takes advantage of many of

the rewards

provided by scholarly research over the last four decades. Volumes utilize recent
gains in rhetorical criticism, social scientific study of the Scriptures, narrative
criticism, and other developing disciplines to exploit the growing advances in

biblical studies. Accessible jargon-free commentary, an annotated

“Suggested

Readings” list, and the entire New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) text under

discussion are the hallmarks of all volumes in the series.

PUBLISHED VOLUMES IN THE SERIES

The Pastoral Epistles, Scot McKnight

The Book of Lamentations, Joshua Berman

Hosea, Joel, and Amos, Graham Hamborg

1 Peter, Ruth Anne Reese

Ephesians, David A. deSilva

Philippians, Michael F. Bird and Nijay K. Gupta

Acts, Craig S. Keener

The Gospel of Luke, Amy-Jill Levine and Ben Witherington III
Galatians, Craig S. Keener

Mark, Darrell Bock

Psalms, Walter Brueggemann and William H. Bellinger, Jr.
Matthew, Craig A. Evans

Genesis, Bill T. Arnold

The Gospel of John, Jerome H. Neyrey

Exodus, Carol Meyers

1-2 Corinthians, Craig S. Keener

James and Jude, William F. Brosend II

Judges and Ruth, Victor H. Matthews

Revelation, Ben Witherington III

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521813952
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-81395-2 — The Letters of John
Duane F. Watson

Frontmatter

More Information

The Letters of John
=

Duane F. Watson

Malone University

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521813952
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-81395-2 — The Letters of John
Duane F. Watson

Frontmatter

More Information

. CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521813952

DOI: 10.1017/9781139045865
© Duane F. Watson 2024

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2024
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

NAMES: Watson, Duane Frederick, author.

TITLE: The letters of John / Duane F. Watson.

DESCRIPTION: Cambridge ; New York, Ny : Cambridge University Press, 2024. | SERIES:
New Cambridge Bible commentary | Includes bibliographical references and index.

IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2023014400 (print) | LCCN 2023014401 (ebook) | 1SBN 9780521813952
(hardback) | 1SBN 9780521891059 (paperback) | 1SBN 9781139045865 (epub)

SUBJECTS: LCSH: Bible. Epistles of John-Commentaries.

CLASSIFICATION: LCC BS2805.53 .W38 2024 (print) | LcC B52805.53 (ebook) |
DDC 227/.9407-dc23/eng/20230504

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023014400

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023014401

ISBN 978-0-521-81395-2 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-89105-9 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence

or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521813952
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-81395-2 — The Letters of John
Duane F. Watson

Frontmatter

More Information

Dedicated to the memory of my grandmother, Mary Lovice Halsted
Watson (1900-1983), who always encouraged and gently advised me,
and my grandfather, Harold Frederick Watson (1902-1999), for whom

being an engineer was the dream, but being a farmer was the reality.
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This commentary is a careful interpretation of the Letters of John. Its
distinctive feature is a focus on their rhetorical dimensions, which have
been neglected or only briefly discussed in previous interpretations. The
author of these letters used Greco-Roman, Jewish, and general rhetoric in
their composition to make them persuasive to their recipients.
He struggled to convince them to adhere to the theology and ethics of
the Johannine tradition against challenges posed by secessionists from
their own ranks. His rhetorical arsenal is rich and varied, employing
everything from grammatical changes of person, to figures of speech and
thought, to repetition and amplification, to simple argumentation.
He employs invention (constructing arguments), arrangement (arranging
rhetorical units), and style (figures of speech and thought) to enable the
recipients to recognize the situation he addresses, assess them as he does,
and respond to them as he deems most advantageous to them. These
rhetorical dimensions provide numerous insights that enrich and clarify
traditional interpretation.

vii
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