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The richness of Hilary Putnam’s philosophical oeuvre consists not only in the
broad spectrum of problems addressed but also in the transformations and re-
structuring his positions have undergone over the years. The essays collected
in this volume are sensitive to both these dimensions. They discuss Putnam’s
major philosophical contributions to the theory of meaning, the philosophy of
mind, the philosophy of science and mathematics, and moral theory. But, in
addition, tracing threads of change and continuity, they analyze the dynamics
underlying the unfolding of Putnam’s thought. The volume also constitutes a
critical introduction to a number of central issues in contemporary philoso-
phy, including quantum logic, realism, functionalism, the ‘mind as computer’
metaphor, and the fact/value dichotomy.
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Contemporary Philosophy in Focus

Contemporary Philosophy in Focus offers a series of introductory volumes
to many of the dominant philosophical thinkers of the current age. Each vol-
ume consists of newly commissioned essays that cover major contributions of
a preeminent philosopher in a systematic and accessible manner. Comparable
in scope and rationale to the highly successful series Cambridge Companions
to Philosophy, the volumes do not presuppose that readers are already inti-
mately familiar with the details of each philosopher’s work. They thus combine
exposition and critical analysis in a manner that will appeal to students of phi-
losophy and to professionals as well as to students across the humanities and
social sciences.
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