
JESUS AND ISRAEL’S TRADITIONS OF
JUDGEMENT AND RESTORATION

Jesus and Israel’s Traditions of Judgement and Restoration exam-
ines the eschatology of Jesus by evaluating his appropriation of
sacred traditions related to Israel’s restoration. It addresses the way
in which Jesus’ future expectations impinged upon his understand-
ing of key features of Jewish society.

Scholars have long debated the degree to which Jesus’ eschatol-
ogy can be said to have been realized. This book breaks new ground
by considering Jesus’ expectations regarding key constitutional
features of the eschaton: the shape of the people of God, purity,
Land and Temple. Steven M. Bryan shows that Jesus’ anticipation
of coming national judgement led him to use Israel’s sacred tradi-
tions in ways that differed significantly from their use by his con-
temporaries. This did not lead Jesus to the conviction that Israel’s
restoration had been delayed. Instead he employed Israel’s tradi-
tions to support a different understanding of restoration and a belief
that the time of restoration had arrived.

S T E V E N M. B R Y A N is Dean of Studies and Instructor of New
Testament at the Ethiopian Graduate School of Theology. He has
been involved in theological education in Ethiopia since 1992.
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NOTE ON TEXTS USED

Unless indicated otherwise, Old Testament quotations are from BHS or
the NRSV; New Testament quotations are from NA27 or the NRSV;
English quotations of the Apocrypha are from the NRSV; Greek quo-
tations of the Septuagint including the Apocrypha are from Septuag-
inta: Id Est Vetus Testamentum graece iuxta LXX interpretes, edited by
A. Rahlfs (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1935). Unless indicated
otherwise, English quotations of the book of Jubilees are taken from
the translation of James C. VanderKam, The Book of Jubilees, CSCO
(Louvain: Aedibus E. Peeters, 1989); all other quotations of the OT
pseudepigrapha are from the edition of James H. Charlesworth, The Old
Testament Pseudepigrapha, 2 vols. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1983).
Also, except where noted, citations of the Dead Sea Scrolls are taken
from the translation of Geza Vermes, The Dead Sea Scrolls in English,
4th edn (Sheffield Academic Press, 1995). All other translations of
primary sources which have been quoted are listed in the bibliography.
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