Cambridge University Press

0521811228 - Nature, God and Humanity: Envisioning an Ethics of Nature
Richard L. Fern

Table of Contents

More information
Contents
Preface page xi
Introduction I

PART I THE ETHICS OF NATURE

1 Moral concerns 11
Posing the question 11
Why people matter 14
Selves and sentients 18
Biotic egalitarianism 23
Moral principles 31
Living with moral indeterminacy 37
2 Humane holism 39
All creatures great and small 39
Autopoiesis 41
Species and ecosystems 46
Envisioning a holistic ethics of nature 48
The inherent value of wild nature 51
Mother nature 56
Humane holism 65
3 Ecological wisdom: a methodological interlude 69
Unresolved questions 69
The case for animal awareness 71
Scientific inquiry 78
The end of nature 82
Fuzzy science 85
Thinking like a mountain 89
Faith and reason 95
-

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521811228
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521811228 - Nature, God and Humanity: Envisioning an Ethics of Nature

Richard L. Fern
Table of Contents
More information

X Contents
PART II THE WILD GOD

4 Religious faith
Religious naturalism
Theism
The reasonableness of faith
Theological reflection

5 Theistic naturalism
The radical Otherness of God
A free act
A constitutive act
An eschatological act
A conversational act
A self-limiting act
A vulnerable act
A'loving act
A trusting act
A faithful act

PART III THE BODY OF HUMANITY

6 Human nature and good
The body of humanity
Speaking for God
Human nature
Culture-as-nature
Human good
Moral respect and normative authority
Why culture matters to an ethics of nature

7 The fellowship of creation
The big hug
Human dominion and the fellowship of creation
Toward a theistic ethics of nature
Predation in the wild
Human predation
The politics of nature

Bibliography
Index of names
Index of subjects

105
105
110

167
167
168
173
179
183
191
194

201
201

207
214
216
223
233

242
261
264

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521811228
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

