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examines a broad range of ancient evidence (material, documentary,
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social, religious, and cultural consequences of an imperial system
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book is accessible and of value to a wide range of undergraduate and
graduate students as well as of interest to all scholars concerned with
the rise and fall of the Roman empire.
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Seated Egyptian god Horus dressed in the Roman
military costume of an emperor or high-ranking ofhicer,
probably second to third century cg, British Museum.

Photo by C. M. Dixon / Print Collector / Getty Images.

Obverse of silver Antonianus of Vhaballath of Palmyra
with radiate crown as Im(perator) C(aesar) Vhabalathus
Aug(ustus), uncertain mint, 272 CE, ANS
1944.100.30790. Courtesy of the American
Numismatic Society.

Heavily restored monument to C. Cartilius Poplicola
of Ostia, eight-times duumvir and three-times censor,
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38

showing one half of eight pairs of bacilla (axe-less fasces), frieze

with sea battle and infantry soldiers, and beginning of
long inscribed dedication “at public expense.” Probably
early Augustan, outside the Porta Marina, Ostia. Photo
by Art Media / Print Collector / Getty Images.

Early imperial relief from Aquileia depicting a plowing
ceremony probably meant to represent the demarcation
of the sacred boundary associated with “traditional”
Roman city foundation. Museo Archeologico Nazionale
di Aquileia, 1171. Photo by DEA / A. DAGLI ORTT /
De Agostini / Getty Images.

Detail of the so-called archive wall of Aphrodisias

(on the north parodos of the theater) displaying carefully
selected imperial documents and correspondence that
highlight the city’s privileged relationship with the
Roman center. Third century ck. Photo: Jonathan
Blair / Getty Images.
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BCE

ca. s60—ca. 547 Croesus rules Lydia

$59—530 Cyrus II traditional founder of Achaemenid Empire

522486 Darius I rules Achaemenid Empire

509 Traditionally first year of Roman Republic

486—464 Xerxes rules Achaemenid Empire

490 Battle of Marathon (Persian Wars)

480 Battles of Thermopylae and Artemision (Persian Wars)

479 Battles of Plataca and Mycale (Persian Wars)

478—404 Delian League/Athenian Empire

447—432 Building of Parthenon on Athenian Acropolis

431—404 Peloponnesian War (Athenians vs. Spartans)

404 Spartans defeat Athenians in Peloponnesian War

378-338 Second Athenian Confederacy

338 Battle of Chaeronea (Philip II of Macedon vs.
Athenians, Thebans, and other Greek forces)

338 Rome assigns statuses to ethnically Latin towns in Latin
settlement

334—323 Campaigns of Alexander III (“the Great”) of Macedon,
defeating Achaemenid Empire in 330

323—168 Antigonid kingdom (Successor kingdom)

31264 Seleucid kingdom (Successor kingdom)

323—330 Ptolemaic kingdom (Successor kingdom)

273 Rome sends out colonists to Cosa and Paestum

268 Rome sends out colonists to Beneventum and
Ariminum; end of Rome’s Italian wars

264—241 First Punic War

247—224 CE Parthian Empire

218—201 Second Punic War

xi
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xii Chronology

168 Day of Eleusis (Antiochus IV Epiphanes obeys Roman
ultimatum)

167 Roman settlement of Macedonia

149146 Third Punic War

146 Roman Destruction of Carthage and Corinth

14263 Hasmonaean dynasty rules Judaea

135—32 First Sicilian Slave War

133 Tribunate of Tiberius Graccchus; Attalus I1I bequeathes
his kingdom to the Roman people

123—2 Tribunate of Gaius Gracchus

107 Marius’ first consulship

104—100 Second Sicilian Slave War

91-89 Social War

89-85 First Mithradatic War

ca. 83-81 Second Mithradatic War

82-81 Dictatorship of Sulla

73—66 Third Mithradatic War

63—62 Pompey’s settlement of the east

63 Cicero’s consulship

58—51 Julius Caesar’s campaigns in Gaul

55—54 Julius Caesar’s expeditions to Britain

44 Foundation of colony of Urso (Colonia Iulia Genetiva);
murder of Julius Caesar

43 Triumvirate created (Antony, Octavian, and Crassus)

27-14 CE Principate of Augustus

41—54 Claudius emperor

66—70 Great Jewish Revolt

98—117 Trajan emperor

13235 Bar Kokhba Revolt

212 Edict of Caracalla on (near) universal citizenship of free
persons in the Roman Empire

224—642 Sasanian Empire

ca. 239-70 Shapur I “King of Kings”

250 Edict of Decius on universal sacrifice

27274 Palmyrene Empire of Vaballathus and Zenobia

284-305 Diocletian emperor

476 Fall of Roman Empire in the west

1453 Fall of Byzantine Empire (self-conscious continuation of

the Roman Empire) to the Ottomans
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Abbreviations

Abbreviations of names and works of Greek and Latin authors follow
Oxford Classical Dictionary conventions. Other editions/collections/trans-
lations of inscriptions, papyri, and documents on other materials are
indicated by name of editor/translator and date and can be followed up
in the main bibliography.

AE
CIL
crJ

FIRA

1G
IGBulg

ILLRP

ILS

P. Lond.
P. Oxy.

P. Yadin

L’Année Epigraphique

Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum

V. Tcherikover, A. Fuks, M. Stern and D. M. Lewis, Corpus
Papyrorum Judaicarum, 3 vols., Cambridge, MA
(1957-1964)

S. Riccobono, Fontes Iuris Romani Antelustiniani,

Florence (1941)

Inscriptiones Graecae, Berlin (1873—)

G. Mihailov, Inscriptiones Graecae in Bulgaria repertae, Sofia
(1958-1970)

A. Degrassi, Inscriptiones Latinae Liberae Rei Republicae,
Florence, vol.1 (1965), vol. 2 (1963)

H. Dessau, Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae, Berlin (1892)
Greek Papyri in the British Museum, London (1893—)

The Oxyrhynchus Papyri, London (1898—)

N. Lewis, Y. Yadin, and J. C. Greenfield, J. C. (eds.), The
Documents from the Bar Kokhba Period in the Cave of Letters:
Greek Papyri; Aramaic and Nabatean Signatures and
Subscriptions, Jerusalem (1989)

Y. Yadin, J. C. Greenfield, A. Yardeni, and B. A. Levine
(eds.), The Documents from the Bar-Kokhba Period in the
Cave of Letters: Hebrew, Aramaic and Nabatean-Aramaic
Papyri, 2 vols., Jerusalem (2002)
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Xiv List of Abbreviations

RDGE R. K. Sherk, Roman Documents from the Greek East: Senatus
consulta and Epistulae to the Age of Augustus, Baltimore (1984)

Sel. Pap. A. S. Hunt, C. C. Edgar, and D. L. Page, Select Papyri, 3
vols., London (1932-1950; reprinted 1970-1977)

Syll. 3 W. Dittenberger, Sylloge Inscriptionum Graecarum, 3rd edn.,
Leipzig (1924)
VA R. D. Van Arsdell, Celtic Coinage of Britain (London, 1989)
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Map 1 The Roman empire showing major ancient towns, regions, and natural and manufac
Ancient World Mapping Center © 2018 (awmc.unc.edu). Used |
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