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In a fast-moving and incisive narrative, Roger Buckley examines
America’s close and continuous relationship with the Asia-
Pacific region from the end of the Pacific War to the first days 
of the presidency of George W. Bush. The author traces the
responses of the US government to the major crises in the area
through the Cold War decades and the initial post-Cold War
years. He demonstrates how the United States sought to main-
tain its dominant regional position through a series of security
alliances and its own political, military and economic strengths.
Roger Buckley examines the subject from geopolitical perspec-
tives to provide a gateway to the understanding of a complex
region certain to be of global importance in the twenty-first
century.
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… it seems to me that my friend Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore was
right when he said, a couple of years ago, that the least distrusted
great power in this part of the world is the United States.

Helmut Schmidt,Tokyo, 29 October 1994
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Preface

I must thank the International Christian University for kind assistance
over the past decade. Despite bewilderment that a student of diplomatic
history could so obviously belie his job description, my colleagues have
displayed both unwarranted good will and rare tolerance. My appreci-
ation of them and of the support from Ms Marigold Acland and her 
team at CUP Melbourne is exceeded only by my thanks to Emeritus
Professors Ian Nish and Hosoya Chihiro, the doyens of international
history in Britain and Japan respectively.Their scholarship and friendship
has kept me from wandering too far and too frequently from the straight
and narrow. I am well aware that this text does not approach their own
high academic standards.
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