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PREFACE

Like the best companions, this volume neither asks nor answers all
questions. It seeks to provoke as much as to inform, to stimulate the
reader to further inquiry rather than to put matters to rest. Mid-fifth-
century Athens generates as much interest and contention as any era
in history, and scholars of the period operate within a long and fruitful
tradition of bitter disputes. The contributors, although they share a belief
in the importance of the Age of Pericles, often differ in their general
conceptions of the period or on points of detail. A volume without
discord would hardly do justice to a period as rife with intellectual and
political battles as with those on land and sea.

I thank Beatrice Rehl of Cambridge University Press for the invi-
tation to undertake this volume and for the support she has provided over
the many years of its completion. The anonymous readers for the Press
offered numerous helpful suggestions on the prospectus. [ am deeply
in debt to the contributors for their willingness to participate in this
project and for their generosity and patience while it came to fruition.
The volume was completed during a sabbatical from the Department
of Classical Studies at Boston University, and I thank my colleagues and
the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, Jeffrey Henderson, for the
support they have offered. Of the many others to whom I owe thanks,
I must single out Amanda Lynch for her three years of invaluable assis-
tance while I served as an administrator and attempted to keep this and
other projects afloat. Especially during that time — but also before and
since — my students have helped me focus on the rewards of studying
antiquity.

My wife Jamie deserves more thanks than I can offer in these pages.
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