
TOLERATION AS RECOGNITION

In this book,AnnaElisabettaGaleotti examines themost intractable
problems which toleration encounters and argues that what is re-
ally at stake is not religious or moral disagreement but the unequal
status of different social groups. Liberal theories of toleration fail to
grasp this and consequently come up with normative solutions that
are inadequate when confronted with controversial cases. Galeotti
proposes, as an alternative, toleration as recognition, which ad-
dresses the problem of according equal respect to groups as well as
equal liberty to individuals. She offers an interpretation that is both
a revision and an expansion of liberal theory, in which toleration
constitutes an important component not only of a theory of justice,
but also of the politics of identity. Her study will appeal to a wide
range of readers in political philosophy, political theory, and law.

ANNA ELISABETTA GALEOTTI is professor of political philosophy at
the Università del Piemonte Orientale, Vercelli, Italy. Her publica-
tions include Tolerance: A Pluralist Proposal (), Philosophy on Identity
Conflict (), and a number of journal articles.
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To Giulio and Ada,

and to the memory of their father

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521806763 - Toleration as Recognition
Anna Elisabetta Galeotti
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806763


Contents

Acknowledgments page viii

Introduction 

 Liberal theories of toleration 

 The limits of liberal toleration 

 Toleration reconsidered 

 The Islamic veil in French schools 

 Should we tolerate racism? 

 Same-sex marriages 

 Toleration and identity politics 

Conclusion 

Bibliography 
Index 

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521806763 - Toleration as Recognition
Anna Elisabetta Galeotti
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806763


Acknowledgments

This book is the final result of work which started in . During the
past eleven years I have written two books in Italian andmany essays and
papers on the topic of toleration in both Italian and English. A shorter
version of the Introduction is published as “Contemporary Pluralism and
Toleration” in Ratio Juris, ,  , pp. –. The first three chapters
of the book correspond to a revision and expansions of chapters , ,
and  of my La tolleranza. Una proposta pluralista (Naples: Liguori, ).
An earlier version of chapter  appears in Political Theory, , ,
pp. – and is now also published in German, in a collection of es-
says entitled Toleranz edited by Rainer Forst (Frankfurt: Campus Verlag,
, pp. –). Chapter  appears in my Multiculturalismo. Filosofia
politica e conflitto identitario (Naples: Liguori, ), Chapter  has never
been published. A somewhat different version of chapter  also appears
in my Multiculturalismo.

Many people have contributed to my work on this book, both by read-
ing and commenting on drafts and parts of drafts, and by discussing the
basic ideas in the text with me. The first person I wish to thank is my
late husband, Franco Ferraresi, who supported me, discussed my ideas,
helped me to work them out, and read the manuscript at various stages
of its development. Reading mymanuscript was actually the last work he
did; to him, and to our children, the book is dedicated. I am indebted to
the Institute for Advanced Study, at Princeton, for the opportunity of a
wonderful year ofwork in – and to theMellonFoundation for finan-
cial support. Among the people who read and commented onmywork at
various stages of its development are: Alan Ryan, Bernhard Peters, Joan
Scott, Albert Hirshman, Luc Boltanski, Andrew Aisenberg, Antonella
Besussi, Giampoaolo Ferranti, Giovanna Zincone, Roberta Sala,
Richard Bellamy, and Martin Hollis. Special thanks should go to several
friendswhohave been constant and encouraging interlocutors: Salvatore
Veca, Sebastiano Maffettone, Steven Lukes, and Michael Walzer.

viii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521806763 - Toleration as Recognition
Anna Elisabetta Galeotti
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806763

