
Redeeming the Communist Past

This major study examines one of the most surprising developments in East
Central European politics after the democratic transitions of 1989: the com-
pletely unexpected regeneration of the former communist parties. After the
collapse of the communist regimes in 1989, these ruling communist parties
seemed consigned to oblivion. However, confounding scholarly and popular
expectations, all of them survived, and some have even returned to power.

This in-depth, comparative study systematically analyzes the trajectories of
four cases: the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary (with addi-
tional examination of other authoritarian party successors). Relying on exten-
sive and unprecedented primary research, this analysis employs a consistent
analytical framework that combines the peculiarities of the postsocialist cases
with broad theoretical concerns of institutional analysis, party politics, and
democratic transitions and consolidation.
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Yale University

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521806690 - Redeeming the Communist Past: The Regeneration of Communist Parties in
East Central Europe
Anna M. Grzymala-Busse
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806690


PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK
40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcón 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain
Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org

© Anna M. Grzymaĺa-Busse 2002
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p. cm. – (Cambridge studies in comparative politics)

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-521-80669-0 – ISBN 0-521-00146-3 (pbk.)
1. Communist parties – Europe, Eastern. 2. Europe, Eastern – Politics and 

government – 1989– . 3. Communist parties – Former Soviet republics. 4. Former 
Soviet republics – Politics and government. I. Title. II. Series.
JN96.A979 G79 2001
324.2¢175¢0943–dc21 2001025947

ISBN 0 521 80669 0 hardback
ISBN 0 521 00146 3 paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521806690 - Redeeming the Communist Past: The Regeneration of Communist Parties in
East Central Europe
Anna M. Grzymala-Busse
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806690


For my Parents,
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ZRS Združenie Robotníkov Association of Slovak

Slovenska Workers
ZSL Zjednoczone Stronnictwo United Peasants’

Ludowe Party (Poland)

xv

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521806690 - Redeeming the Communist Past: The Regeneration of Communist Parties in
East Central Europe
Anna M. Grzymala-Busse
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806690


xvii

Acknowledgments

Most of the research for this book was done in the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary, Poland, and Germany, throughout 1996–8. Much of it
would have been impossible without the kindness of many colleagues and
friends in the region. I greatly benefited from the assistance and advice of,
among others, Attila Ágh, Zora Bútorová, Michál Federowicz, György
Földes, Peter Havas, Michal Illner, Wojciech Kaźmierczak, László Keri,
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