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Charles Taylor

Charles Taylor is beyond question one of the most distinctive figures in the

landscape of contemporary philosophy. In a time of increasing specialization,

Taylor’s ability to contribute to philosophical conversations across a wide spec-

trum of ideas is distinctive and impressive. These areas include moral theory,

theories of subjectivity, political theory, epistemology, hermeneutics, philoso-

phy of mind, philosophy of language, and aesthetics. His most recent writings

have seen him branching into the study of religion. His attack on the narrowness

and rigidity of much modern moral theory, his critique of the atomism and pro-

ceduralism of rights theory, his delineation of the new moral possibilities that

have emerged with modernity, his analysis of the politics of recognition, and his

insistence on the need for the social sciences to take self-interpretations into

account in the explanation of behavior have placed him in direct engagement

with current debates and lend his writings an immediacy and vitality.

Written by a team of international authorities, this collection will be read

primarily by students and professionals in philosophy, political science, and

religious studies, but will appeal to a broad swathe of professionals across the

humanities and social sciences.

Ruth Abbey is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Politics and International

Relations at the University of Kent.
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Contemporary Philosophy in Focus

Contemporary Philosophy in Focus offers a series of introductory volumes

to many of the dominant philosophical thinkers of the current age. Each vol-

ume consists of newly commissioned essays that cover major contributions of

a preeminent philosopher in a systematic and accessible manner. Comparable

in scope and rationale to the highly successful series Cambridge Companions

to Philosophy, the volumes do not presuppose that readers are already inti-

mately familiar with the details of each philosopher’s work. They thus combine

exposition and critical analysis in a manner that will appeal to students of phi-

losophy and to professionals as well as to students across the humanities and

social sciences.

forthcoming volumes:

Paul Churchland edited by Brian Keeley

Ronald Dworkin edited by Arthur Ripstein

Jerry Fodor edited by Tim Crane

Saul Kripke edited by Alan Berger

David Lewis edited by Theodore Sider and Dean Zimmermann

Hilary Putnam edited by Yemima Ben-Menahem

Bernard Williams edited by Alan Thomas

published volumes:

Stanley Cavell edited by Richard Eldridge

Donald Davidson edited by Kirk Ludwig

Daniel Dennett edited by Andrew Brook and Don Ross

Thomas Kuhn edited by Thomas Nickles

Alasdair MacIntyre edited by Mark Murphy

Richard Rorty edited by Charles Guignon and David Hiley

John Searle edited by Barry Smith
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