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THE PERSISTENCE OF ROMANTICISM

Has Romanticism been superseded by realism, modernism, and postmod-
ernism, all of which are often taken to acknowledge reality more fully than
Romanticism? What is it that Romantic thinkers and writers do? Why does
what they do matter? Is Romanticism a thing of the past?

These challenging essays defend Romanticism against its critics. They
argue that Romantic thought, interpreted as the ongoing pursuit of free-
dom in concrete contexts, crossed by frustration and marked by desire,
remains a central and exemplary form of both artistic work and philo-
sophical understanding. Marshaling a wide range of texts from literature,
philosophy, and criticism, Richard Eldridge traces the central themes and
stylistic features of Romantic thinking in the work of Kant, Hoélderlin,
Wordsworth, Hardy, Wittgenstein, Cavell, and Updike. Through his analy-
sis he shows that Romanticism is neither emptily literary and escapist nor
dogmatically optimistic and sentimental.

This philosophical defense of the ideals and practice of Romanticism
will appeal particularly to all professionals and students in philosophy, liter-
ature, and aesthetics who are interested in expressivist thinking about val-
ue and freedom, as it is developed in both literary and philosophical texts.

Richard Eldridge is Professor of Philosophy at Swarthmore College and
author of On Moral Personhood (1989) and Leading a Human Life (1998).
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GewiB, du hast recht, Bester, der Schmerzen wiren minder unter den Men-

schen, wenn sie nicht — Gott weifl, warum sie so gemacht sind — mit so viel

Emsigkeit der Einbildungskraft sich beschaftigten, die Erinnerungen des

vergangenen Ubels zuriickzurufen, eher als eine gleichgiiltige Gegenwart
zu ertragen.

— Goethe, Die Leiden des jungen Werther,

Am 4. Mai 1771

... and we see too sure
Nor worth nor beauty dwells from out the mind’s
Ideal shape of such; yet still it binds
The fatal spell, and still it draws us on,
Reaping the whirlwind from the oft-sown winds.
- Lord Byron, Childe Harold's Pilgrimmage,
Canto 1V, Stanza 123
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