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England and Wales g40—r216, edited by David Knowles, C. N. L. Brooke, and Vera
London, which itself is now reissued with substantial addenda by Professor
Brooke.

This present volume continues the lists from 1216 to 1377. In this period further
record sources have been provided by episcopal registers, governmental enrol-
ments, court records, and so on. Full references are given for establishing the dates
and outline of the career of each abbot or prior, abbess or prioress, when known,
although the information varies considerably from the richly documented lists of
the great Benedictine houses to the small cells where perhaps only a single name
or date may be recorded in a chance archival survival.

The lists are arranged by order: the Benedictine houses (independent, depen-
dencies, and alien priories); the Cluniacs; the Grandmontines; the Cistercians; the
Carthusians; the Augustinian canons; the Premonstratensians; the Gilbertine
order; the Trinitarian houses; the Bonhommes; and the nuns. An introduction dis-
cusses the nature, use, and history of the lists and examines critically the sources
on which they are based.
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PREFACE

As the authors of the first volume wrote of it in 1972, this book has been long
in the making. Soon after the publication of the g40—1216 volume, Miss Vera
London went on to make notes from printed sources for a second volume con-
tinuing the lists up to 1377. This work progressed slowly but surely, when peri-
odic access to Cambridge University Library allowed, on her regular visits
from Shropshire. In 1985, following discussions with Professor Christopher
Brooke, | became involved in the project with the prime responsibility for
checking through the manuscript sources. The activity has continued from
then until the present time. With such collecting work there is always the temp-
tation not to finish — there is always just another cache of documents to check,
just another plea roll to consult — but it is in the nature of such fasti lists that
they can never attain to anything approaching completeness. To search sys-
tematically through the hundreds of unpublished plea rolls for the period is
beyond one individual’s efforts and one can only aim to improve on existing
lists and provide a good basis for lists not produced before. That we have
achieved such a limited aim is in no small part due to the unstinting help gen-
erously given by friends and colleagues over these fifteen years. Chief among
them is Professor Christopher Brooke, who has meticulously checked and com-
mented upon all our drafts, urged us on when the task seemed endless, and has
always been ready to scour Cambridge libraries and archives and further afield
‘in the cause’. That the volume is now ready for publication is largely due to
his continued interest and encouragement. Many others have given generous
help. Some have let us have access to their notes on archives, editions and
research projects before publication; others have always been on the look-out
for new finds in our ‘head-hunting’, or have volunteered to check collections.
To all of them we express our profound thanks for their generosity and kind-
ness. Particular attention must be drawn to the great help received from the fol-
lowing (in alphabetical sequence): Dr John Alban, Miss Cressida Annesley, Mr
Michael Ashcroft, Miss Melanie Barber, Mr Bernard Barr, Dr Julia Barrow, Dr
Nicholas Bennett, Miss S. J. Berry, Dr Claire Breay, Dr Martin Brett, Mr Tim
Bridges, Dr Janet Burton, Mrs Christine Butterill, Mr Trevor Chalmers, M.
Robert Chanaud, the late Professor Christopher Cheney, Mrs Mary Cheney,
Mr W. J. Connor, Fr Richard Copsey, Dr David Crook, Dr Christopher de
Hamel, Professor Barrie Dobson, Dr Gwilym Dodd, Dr Robert Dunning, Dr
Charles Fonge, Dr Trevor Foulds, Mrs Margaret Goodrich, Professor Joan
Greatrex, Professor Diana Greenway, Miss Ruth Harman, Professor

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521802717
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521802717 - The Heads of Religious Houses: England and Wales, 1216-1377
Edited by Professor David M. Smith and Vera C. M. London

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

Christopher Harper-Bill, Dr Kate Harris, Mr Julian Harrison, Miss Barbara
Harvey, Dr Rosemary Hayes, Dr Roger Highfield, the late Professor Rosalind
Hill, Mr Steven Hobbs, Professor Christopher Holdsworth, Dr Philippa
Hoskin, Dr Richard Huscroft, Professor Dominique logna-Prat, Mr Hugh
Jaques, Dr David Johnson, Mr Nicholas Karn, Professor Brian Kemp, Dr
Berenice Kerr, Dr Christian Liddy, Mrs Lisa Liddy, Professor Donald Logan,
Dr Catherine Macdonald, Dr Peter Mackie, Miss Alison Maddock, Dr Alison
McHardy, Miss Mary McKenzie, Dr Philip Morgan, Dr Richard Mortimer,
Mr John Nightingale, Dr Pamela Nightingale, Fr Robert Ombres, Professor
Nicholas Orme, Mr Arthur Owen, Dr Dorothy Owen, Dr Oliver Padel, Miss
Christine Penney, Mr Alan Piper, Dr Huw Pryce, Dr Nigel Ramsay, Mrs Una
Rees, Dr Michael Robson, Dr Michael Rogers, Mr Nicholas Rogers, Professor
Richard Sharpe, Miss Eileen Simpson, Mr Brian Smith, Dr Michael
Stansfield, Professor Philip Stell, Mr James Stevenson, Professor Robin
Storey, Mr Malcolm Underwood, Professor Nicholas Vincent, Mr Robin
Whittaker, Mr Christopher Whittick, Mr J. S. Williams, Dr Chris Woolgar, Mr
Geoffrey Yeo. If I have unintentionally omitted anyone (and the memory grows
dim after fifteen years!) I can only apologise. Particular thanks must go to the
British Academy and the Wolfson Foundation for grants to assist the search-
ing of the feet of fines undertaken on our behalf by Mr Trevor Chalmers, and
for travel expenses. Our thanks also go to the many archivists and librarians
who have given unstinting help and advice over the years and have alerted us
to more obscure archives and collections that might otherwise have been
missed. Finally, special tribute must be paid to Vera London, who embarked
on this second volume alone in the early 1970s, and who now at ninety-six has
happily lived to see it completed.

DMS
April 2000

viii
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Ch. Peterborough: Chronicon Petroburgense, ed. T. Stapleton (Camden, old ser. XLVII, 1849).

Ch. Ramsey: Chronicon abbatiae Rameseiensis. . ., ed. W. D. Macray (RS, 1886).
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Chester City Courts: Selected Rolls of the Chester City Courts, late thirteenth and early fourteenth
centuries, ed. A. Hopkins (Chetham Society, 3rd ser., 2, 1950).

Chettle, H. F, “The Boni Homines of Ashridge and Edington’, Downside Review, 62 (1944), 40—

55-
“The English houses of the Order of Fontevraud’, Downside Review, 60 (1942), 33—55.
“The Trinitarian friars and Easton Royal’, Wilts AM, 51 (1945—7), 365—77.
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Coldicott, D. K., Hampshire Nunneries (Chichester, 1989).

Cole, R. E. G., ‘The priory, or house of nuns of St Mary of Brodholme, of the order of
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Colchester, 1921—38).

Cowdray Archives: The Cowdray Archives, ed. A. A. Dibben (2 vols., Chichester, 1960—4).

Cowley, Monastic Order in South Wales: F G. Cowley, The Monastic Order in South Wales
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Cox, Mag. Brit.: T. Cox, Magna Britannia et Hibernia, antiqua et nova . . . (6 vols., London,
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Coxe, see Cal. Bodl. Chts.
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