Cambridge University Press

0521801826 - Making History in Banda: Anthropological Visions of Africa’s Past

Ann Brower Stahl
Table of Contents
More information

CONTENTS
List of figures page xi
List of plates xii
List of tables Xiii
Preface XV
1 Refracted visions of Africa’s past I
Silences in the production of history I
Envisioning Africa’s past 2
Anthropological visions of Africa’s past 3
Historical visions of Africa’s past 9
Archaeological visions of Africa’s past 12
Working in interdisciplinary spaces 15
2 Envisioning Africa’s lived past 19
The role of the precolonial in historical imagination 20
“Invented traditions” and the knowability of the past 26
Into the past: upstreaming from the present 27
The supplemental use of sources 31
Source-side concerns 36
Subject-side concerns 39
Envisioning Banda’s past 40
3 The past in the present: history-making in Banda 41
Defining the spatial scale of analysis 43
Geography of the space 45
Regional economy 49
Cultural geography of Banda SI
Village organization and layout 60
Organization of the chieftaincy 63
State festivals 67
Power and social control 69
Making history in Banda 70
4 The political-economic context 82
Subcontinental and intercontinental exchange c. 1100-1600 82
ix

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521801826

Cambridge University Press

0521801826 - Making History in Banda: Anthropological Visions of Africa’s Past
Ann Brower Stahl

Table of Contents

More information

Contents X
The Atlantic trade and the growth of forest polities ¢. 1500-1700 88
Asante’s dominion c¢. 1700-1896 90
British interests on the Gold Coast 1844-1874 93
British entrenchment and the disintegration of Asante 1874-1896 95
The colonial political economy 1897-1930 98

5 Local life in the context of the Niger trade c. 1300-1700 107
Settlement of the Banda area c. 1300-1700 113
Establishing contemporaneity with Begho 116
Dalily life at Kuulo Kataa 116
Summary 143
The imagining of Golden Ages 145

6 The changing social fields of Banda villagers c. 1725-1825 148
The end of a “Golden Age” 148
The Banda polity 151
Banda settlement in the wake of Begho’s demise 155
The material record of Banda life 162
The settlement history of Makala Kataa 163
Daily life at Early Makala 165
Summary 185
Reflections 187

7 The changing social fields of Banda villagers c. 1825-1925 189
Migration and assimilation: oral-historical and documentary perspectives 189
War and migration: political history of the Banda chieftaincy 190
Immigrants in a frontier setting: perspectives from family histories 198
Dalily life at Late Makala 200
Summary 212

8 Reflections: historical anthropology and the construction of

Africa’s past 215
Silences and mentions in Banda history 216
On constructionism and the lived past 219
On supplementarity and sources 223
Notes 225
References 228
Index 258

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521801826

