
This original and provocative study discusses the work of authors
in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and argues that members
of mainstream society grew to accept and even enjoy the non-
normative sexuality of the Aesthetic Movement chiefly through
works of parody and self-parody. Highlighting Victorian popular
culture, Aestheticism and Sexual Parody adds a new and important
dimension to the theorizations of parody as a combative strategy
by which sexually marginalized groups undermine the status quo.
From W. S. Gilbert’s drama and Vernon Lee’s and Christopher
Isherwood’s prose to George Du Maurier’s cartoons and Max
Beerbohm’s caricatures, Dennis Denisoff explores the parodies’
interactions with the personae and texts of canonical authors such
as Alfred Tennyson, Walter Pater, Algernon Swinburne, and Oscar
Wilde. In doing so, he considers the impact that these interactions
had on modern ideas of gender, sexuality, taste, and politics.

dennis  denisoff is Assistant Professor in the Department of
English at Ryerson University, Ontario. He is the author of Erin
Mouré: Her Life and Works, the editor of Queeries: An Anthology of Gay
Male Prose, and the co-editor of Perennial Decay: On the Aesthetics and
Politics of Decadence.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for inter-
disciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and critics
have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and the
visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years, theo-
retical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the assumptions of
previous scholarly syntheses and called into question the terms of older debates.
Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was to use
the metaphor of culture as “background,” feminist, Foucauldian, and other
analyses have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power
and of circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field.

This series aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting work
being undertaken on the frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary
studies: work which intersects fruitfully with other fields of study such as history,
or literary theory or the history of science. Comparative as well as interdisci-
plinary approaches are welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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