
Matters of Culture

American sociology is in the midst of a cultural turn. Where
sociologists once spurned culture, today they embrace and
explore it, seeking to understand the construction of social
forms and the way culture matters. Problems of meaning,
discourse, aesthetics, value, textuality, form, and narrativity,
topics traditionallywithin the humanists’ purview, have come
to the fore as sociologists increasingly emphasize the role of
meanings, symbols, cultural frames, and cognitive schema in
their theorizations of social process and institution. Matters
of Culture is an introduction to some of the best theorizing
in cultural sociology, focusing in particular on questions of
power, the sacred, and cultural production. With a major
theoretical introduction that lays out the internal structure of
the field and its relation to cultural studies and contributions
from leading academics, Matters of Culture offers students
and professors alike a representative range of the types of
cultural sociological analysis available.
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