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1 ‘Alittlebonnetlike a flower pot withabread rim is anindigenous
article of dress’. Sketch from Diary 18541861, Weimar. 15

2 Cloak of printed cotton worn by the peasants of Weimar. Sketch from
Diary 1854—1861, Weimar, 20

3 Arpagefrom Diaty 18541861, recording the period from 4 February
to1July 1860, which includes completion of The Mti on the Floss, and
abriefaccountof the journey toItaly described in detailin
‘Recollections of Traly. 1860", 85

4 ‘OurlodgingsatWeimar were amusing. Thesitting room was
something like a room cutinawall, such as you may see at Walmer
Castle —lowand narrow, with four windows along one side of it”,
A page from the manuscript of Recollections of Weimar, 1854 with
GeargeEliot’s sketch plan. z2z

Reproduced by permission af the Beinecke Library, Yale University,
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Preface

This edition provides the complete text of George Eliot’s sur-
viving journals and diaries, which run from the time of her
union with G. H. Lewes in 1854 to her death in 1880. She cus-
tomarily kept a notebook for daily diary entries, and at times
took a different book to record particular journeys, to Ger-
many in1858 and toItaly in 1864, for example. In addition, she
wrote more formal essays, most of them entitled “Recollec-
tions’ (usuallyoftravels both within Britain and abroad}in the
same journal volumes. The journals were extensively quoted
in the three volumes of George Eliot’s Life as related in her letters
and journals, arranged and edited by her husband J. W. Cross (1885),
and selections from them included by Gordon S, Haight in his
edition of The George Eliot Letters (1954~78) and in his bio-
graphy, George Eliot (1968). Certain of the journals, particularly
‘Recollections of Ilfracombe’ and “How I came to write Fic-
tion’, have been reprinted in collections of George Eliot’s non-
fiction prose. Only now do the journals appear entire: about
one-quarter of the text has not been published previously.

The contents of six manuscript volumes are reproduced
here, Five of them are in the Beinecke Rare Book and Manu-
script Library, Yale University, while the sixth is in the Henry
W. and Albert A. Berg Collection, New York Public Library.
This last is George Eliot’s 1879 Diary, a brown cloth ‘Beech-
ing’s Annual Diary for 1879’ She chose its black-bound
counterpart as her diary for 1880 {16x9.5 ¢m., Beinecke
George Eliot MS 1v 5). The richest of the Beinecke manuscripts
is Diary 1854-1861 (21%15 cm., George Eliot MS 1v 1), a small
exercise book re-covered in oilcloth, now somewhat worn,
which (at one end) contains diary entries, and at the other,
“Recollections’ of Weimar, Berlin, Ilifracombe, Jersey and the
Scilly Isles, and ‘How I came to write Fiction” and "History of
Adam Bede’. The morocco-bound notebook containing Diary
1861-1877 (15% 10 cm., George Eliot MS 1v 3) is also worn, as
might be expected given the long period over which it was in
use. George Eliot thriftily made her travel diaries do double
duty: thus the trip to Germany in 1858 appears at one end of
MS 1v 2 (1812 em.) and ‘Recollections of Italy. 1860” at the
other, while the journeys to Italy in 1864 and to Normandy in
1865 are recorded atopposite ends of M§ v 6 (12 x 8 cm. ),

A typescript transcription with handwritten emendations,

wii
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viii Preface

made for Richard Little Purdy, is kept with the manuscript
volumes in Beinecke, along with a transcription of the 1879
Diary by R. H. Nims for Gordon S. Haight. Our transcription
was made independently of these, though reference has been
made to them for purposes of comparison and occasional
inspiraton.

The preparation of this edition pesed several challenges.
The first was to confront the question of whether a complete
edition of the journals would provide more than a dutiful
exercise in scholarship. We were not far into the task of
transcription before the question was answered affirmatively,
as it became apparent that to read any of the material in the
context of companion pieces in George Eliot’s diary volumes
is very different from reading it in the selections made by
Cross and Haight. Here is George Eliot speaking for herself.
Our conclusions about the interest and significance of the
journals are developed in the Introduction.

The order in which the separate journals were to be pre-
sented involved another set of decisions. Initially, we thought
of constructing a single chronological sequence, for instance
by interpolating "Recollections of Italy. 1860” with the diary
for that year. The realisation of the import of George Eliot’s
placement of “How I came to write Fictior’, ‘History of Adam
Bede’, and the other entries in the section we have called ‘The
Making of George Eliot’ — in brief, that at this stage George
Eliot was making an effective separation of her “public’ and
‘private’ selvesinher journal -broughtus tothefinal arrange-
ment, which preserves the integrity of her divisions of her
text. The diaries appear in chronological order, followed by a
second sequence of the essay-type journals: connections and
intertextualities are pointed outin the headnotes.

Amajorchallenge was to determine how teaditional an edi-
tion this should be. Since the prime justification of this edi-
tion is that it makes available more of the writings of George
Eliot, weendeavoured to make the journals accessiblein every
sense by supplying a diplomatic transcription of the manu-
scripes supported by unobtrusive editorial apparatus.

Our principai concern has been to provide an accurate and
readable text with minimal editorial intervention. There area
few words and sentences which have resisted our best efforts
to decipher them (notably the first page at each end of Diary
1854-1861, where the oilcloth cover has stuck to the paper in
places and obliterated the text): these are noted where they
occur.

Some modifications have been made to George Eliot’s
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Prefuce ix

manuscript. The ampersand and most other frequently used
contractions (e.g. ‘wh.’, “art.’y have been expanded. In general,
obvious errors of spelling (including such matters as errors of
case in German) have been silently corrected, though George
Eliot’s preferred spellings are retained (e.g. she prefers ‘staid’
to ‘stayed’, and consistently uses ‘surprized’ and “Shaks-
peare’). Variant forms are generally normalised according to
her most frequent usage, but some vagaries are retained (e.g-
she alternates between such spellings as “Charlie’ and
‘Charley’). Puncruation has been added only where it is neces-
sary 1o clarify the sense, and removed only where there is evi-
denterror, and where she follows the now obsolete practice of
inserring a period after numerals in dates, times and the like.
Beyond closing inverted commas when George Eliot has omit-
ted to do so, no atternpt has been made to regularise the way
she indicates titles of books, plays, and so on (which are some-
times italicised, sometimes in inverted commas, sometimes
not indicated at all). Similarly her capitalisation and
emphases have been retained. Dates have been leftin the form
in which she wrote them. Occasionally, George Eliot makes a
slip in daring her diary entries: correct dates in square brack-
ets follow what she wrote.

The chronology of George Eliot’s life provides perspective
on the journals. Context and background to each section of
the journals are provided in headnotes. Unacknowledged
translations in the apparatus in this edition are our own,
considerable assistance with German having been provided
by Rosemary Ashton. Footnotes have been kept to a mini-
mum, and the weight of annotation carried by the explana-
tory index which is designed as a glossary as well as a guide to
contents. It includes substantive references for example, to
people George Eliot met, books she read, and musicshe heard.
George Lewes is omnipresent: the index lists references to his
works, but not every mention of him in George Eliot’s text.
Similarly, after much deliberation, we restricted the index
entry for George Eliot to her writings, places of residence, and
travels. Principal entries appearunder the namesof authorsor
composers, with cross-references from named works. There
has been no attempt to index all visual art works by name,
though particular artists are indexed (a glance at the Italian
journals will indicate the reason for this decision). Not all
places mentioned are included, only those where she spent
some rime or which have particular significance. These entries
gloss George Eliot’s text: they are not encyclopaedia entries.
For the most part, a reader who wants to know who Clifford
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X Preface

Allbutt was, or whether and where George Eliot refers to him,
will simply look under ‘Allbutt’. Again for the most part, ithas
been possible to elucidate allusions or quotations in the
index: for example, when George Eliot refers to ‘Byron’s
praise’ of the Rhine near Coblentz (p.18), the reader who turns
to ‘Byron’ in the index will find the relevant passage of Childe
Harold’s Pilgrimage identificd. But at pp. 4z and 237, the Milton
quotations and allusions require a footnotesince George Eliot
did not name the poet to provide a headword. This procedure
has been adopted to ensure the readability of the text, and to
facilitate the use of the edition for reference. Inevitably there
will besome readers who do not find their questions answered
as readily as they might wish: to conscientious editors (who
none the less hope to have provided more satisfaction than
frustration) this must remain a matter of regret. Haight’s edi-
tion of The George Eliot Letters was indispensible to our project,
especially because of the detail in his editorial apparatus
which has substantially informed ours.

We are most grateful for the permission to publish manu-
script material both of George Eliot and George Henry Lewes
granted by Jonathan Ouvry, great-great-grandson of G. H.
Lewes, and holder of the George Eliot copyright. In addition,
we acknowledge the permission of the Beinecke Rare Book
and Manuscript Libraty, Yale University, and the Henry W.
and Albert A. Berg Collection in the Research Libraries of the
New York Public Library, to publish manuscript material in
their collections. We thank Ralph Franklin, Vincent Giroud,
and Marjorie Wynne at Beinecke for their particular courte-
sies. We have reason to be grateful to helpful staff in other
libraries as well, not least the Library of the University of Syd-
ney, the resources of which were equal to all but the most eso-
tericof George Eliot’s demands.

Work on the edition was made possible by the award of an
Australian Research Council Large Grant (1951-2) to Margaret
Harris and Judith Johnston. Jennifer Moore, as Research
Assistant funded by this grant, made an important and inim-~
itable contribution to the edition. Margaret Harris was also
awarded the John D. and Rose H. Jackson Fellowship at the
Beinecke Library in 1993. The Department of English at the
University of Sydney, and also the Department of English at
the University of Western Australia, have supported the pro-
ject in various ways over time: in particular, and in alphabet-
ical order, we thank Amanda Collins, Marion Flynn, Pat Rick-
etts and Maree Williams in Sydney, and Denise Hill and Sue
Lewis in Perth.
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Preface xi

Criticism, encouragement, and other forms of assistance
have been supplied by Rosemary Ashton, William Baker,
Gillian Beer, Virginia Blain, Peter Edwards, Hilary Fraser,
Constance Fulmer, Penny Gay, Beryl Gray, Jennifer Gribble,
Barbara Hardy, Pamela Law, Judith Maitland, Joanne Shat-
tock, Michael Slater, John Sutherland, Martha Vicinus,
Michael Wheeler, and Joseph Wiesenfarth. The professional
commitment of Andrew Brown and Josie Dixon at Cambridge
University Press has been exemplary. It has been a particular
privilege to have the editor of the Clarendon edition of Romola
associated with our work on the journals: his suggestion that
potential difficulties of annotation be addressed by way of an
explanatory index proved to be the rightone despite the prob-
lems of implementation, Colleagues, friends and relatives
have borne with us and the project with seeming cheerfulness
and evident fortitude. Special thanks to John Burnheim,
David Overetr, and Martjorie Overett.

Wededicate this edition to our daughters, Catherine Burn-
heim, Lucy Burnheim, and Mereana Johnston.
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Abbreviations

[]
Matter supplied by the editors

Bodenheimer
Rosemarie Bodenheimer, The Real Life of Mury Arn Evans: George
Elfot Her Letters and Fiction (Tthaca and London, Cornell University
Press,1994)

Cross
J-W. Cross, GeargeEliot sLife as related in her lettersand journals, 3 vols.
(Edinburgh, Blackwood, 1885}

GE
George Eliot

GHL
George Henry Lewes

Haight
Gordon §. Haight, George Eliot: A Biography (Oxford Universicy
Press, 1968)

Journals of GHL
The Journals of George Henry Lewes, held at the Beinecke Rare
Book and Manuscript Library, ¥ale University

Letters
The George Eliot Letters, ed. Gordon 8, Haight, o vols (New Haven,

Yale University Press, 1954—78)

Letters of GHL
The Letters of George Henry Lewes, ed. William Baker, 2 vols (Univer-
sity of Victoria, English Literary Studies Monograph Series 64,
1995)

Wiesenfarth, Joseph
AWriter's Notebook, 1854—79, and Uncollected Writings (Charlotresville,
University Press of Virginia, 1981)
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xiii

Chronology

22 November Born Mary Ann Evans, at South Farm, Arbury,
near Nuneaton, Warwickshire, to Christiana, née Pearson,
second wife of Robert Evans, estate manager.

Translation of D. F. Strauss, Das Leben Jesu (1835—6), as TheLife
ofJesus, published anonymously. Publication of her “Poetry
and Prose from the Notebook of an Eccentric’ in the Coventry
Herald, owned by Charles Bray.

Travels abroad for the first time, following the death of her
father, in company with the Brays.

Moves to London: lodges with John Chapman, and works
with him on the Westminster Review.

Moves from Chapman’s home at 142 Strand to z1 Cambridge
Street, as relationship with GHL intensifies. Ceases editor-
ship of the Weszminster, though still contributing toitand
otherjournals.

Translating Ludwig Feuerbacly’s Das Wesen des Christentums
(The Essence of Christianity).

JulyFeuerbach translation, ‘by Marian Evans’, published.
Leaves London for Germany with GHL.

After seven months in Weimar and Berlin, returns toEng-
land, setting up house with GHL, GE publishes articles and
reviews in Westminster Reviewand other journals, including a
review of GHL's Lifeof Goethe for the Leader.

May-August Visit to Ilfracombe and Tenby, mainly because of
GHL's fascination with marine biology.

September Begins to write “The Sad Fortunes of the Reverend
AmosBarton’.

November Publisher John Blackwood accepts the first of the
Scenes of Clerical Life’ for Blackwood's Edinburgh Maguzine.
January Last contributions to the Westminster; first episode of
‘Amos Barton’ appears anonymously in Blackweod’s. During
the year, ‘Mr Gilfil's Love Story’ and ‘Janet’s Repentance’ also
scrialised in Blackwoods.

March-July Visit to the Scilly Isles and Jersey, again because of
GHL'’s “seaside studies’.

Adam Bedebegun.
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1858 Scenesof Clerical Life, by George Eliot published in two volumes
by Blackwood.

April-September Travel to Munich and Dresden.

1859  February Adam Bede (3 vols.) published. Amidst claims that the
novel is the work of oneJoseph Liggins, Marian Evans Lewes
acknowledges to friends that she is GE.

July“TheLifted Veil’ published in Blackwood's Edinburgh
Magazine,

1860  AprilPublication of TheMill on the Floss (3 vols.).

March—July Visit to Italy, during which GHL suggests
Savonarola as the subject foranovel.

GHL's eldest son, Charles, leaves Hofwyl School in Switzer-
land and comes to live with GE and GHL.

1861 Publication of Silas Marner (1 vol.).

Second journey to Italy, mainly to do research for Romola, a
novel which caused her immense difficulry.

1862 Publisher George Smith offers £7,000 for Romola, which
begins publication in the Comnhill in July.

1863  Romola(3 vols., Smith, Elder). GE buys “The Priory’, Regent’s
Park. GHL’s second son, Thornton, goes to seek his fortune in
Natal.

1864  May-JuneVisit toItaly, during which GE has the inspiration
for The Spanish Gypsy.

‘Brother Jacob’ {(written1860) published in Cornhsll.,

1865  Writes poetry, and articles for Pall Mall Gazette and Fortnightly
Review. Begins Felix Holt.

August-September Visit to Normandy and Brittany.

1866  Returns to Blackwood for publication of FelixFolt (3 vols.).
Lewes’s third son Herbert joins Thornton in Natal.

1867  December-MarchJourney to Spain.

1868 TheSpanish Gypsy published.

1869  Workingon poetry, and the beginning of Méddlemarch.
Thornton Lewes returns ill from Natal; dies 10 October.

1871 Publication of Middlemarch in parts begins,

1872 Part publication of Middlemarch continues: four volume
edition comes outin December.

1874  Publication of TheLegend of fubal and Other Poerns.

Working on Daniel Deronda.

1875 Herbert Lewes dies in Natal.

1876  February-September Daniel Deronda published in monthly
parts: four volume edition follows in December.
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Chronology Xy
1878 30 November GHL dies.
1879  Impressionsof Theophrastus Such published.

GE prepares the final velume of GHL's Problems of Life and Mind
for publication.

1880  6MayMarries John Walter Cross.
22 December Dies.
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Introduction

George Eliot was equivocal about posterity. On 28 November
1880 — almost the second anniversary of the death of her
beloved George Lewes, and the day before she and her hus-
band John Cross were to move from Witley in the Surrey coun-
tryside to their new London residence in Cheyne Walk — she
wrate to Cara Bray:

Ithink you are quite right to look over your old Jetters and
papets and decide for yourself what should be burnt.
Burning is the most reverential destination one can giveto
relics which will notinterestany one after weare gone. I
hate the thought that what we havelooked at with eyes
full of living memory should be tossed about and made
lumber of, ot (if it be writing) read with hard curiosity, Tam
continually considering whether Thave saved as much as
possible from this desecrating fare.t

She had made such decisions about Lewes’s papers after his
death. Her diary for 1879 shows her obsessive yet therapeutic
reading and re-reading of many of Lewes’s manuscripts and
published writings as she undertook the commemorative task
of completing his Preblems of Life and Mind, and records thaton
the first anniversary of his death she prepared his letters to be
buried with her. She can hardly have failed to consider ways of
disposing of her own manuscripts during the painful process
of arranging her personal and business affairs that extended
from Lewes’s death to hers.

At all events, the manuscript journals that are published
here in full for the first time have survived, along with other
notebooks and miscellaneous papers, some of them already
published.z We believe that the journals are a set of texts as

1 TheGeorge Eliot Letters, ed. Gordon 8. Haight (g vols., New Haven,
Yale University Press, 1954—78), vol. 7, pp. 340~1: subsequently cited as
Eetters. CF. a letter of 1874 which refers to Dickens and vo Mill's Auro-
biography: ‘Is it not odious that as soon as 2 man is dead his desk is
raked, and every insignificant memorandum which he never meant
for the public, is printed for the gassiping amusement of people toe
idle to read his books?* {vol. &, p. 23}; and another of 1877 where she
speake of ‘my repugnance . . . to autobiography, unless it can be so
written as to involve neither self-glorification nor impeachment of
others’ {p. 371).

2 For example, Quitrry for ‘Middlemarch’ (Berkeley, University of
California Press, 1950), ed. Anna Theresa Kitchel; Some George Elipt
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complex as any of George Eliot’s writings, which — pace their
author — are indeed to be ‘read with hard curiosity’. The
curiosity she feared was prying intrusion, perhaps even sim-
ple inquisitiveness; but these texts deflect seekers after the
scandalous and sensational. The curiosity the journals invite
is a subtler inquiry, rewarded both by immediate gratifica-
tions, such as the effulgence of George Eliot in love in the
Weimar diary, and by cumulative satisfaction gained from the
perspectives on her writinglife that variously emerge.

Far from being quaint ‘curiosities’, the journals form asub-
stantial addition to the canon of George Eliot’s work. More
than a quarter of the text of the journals has never been pub-
lished before: for instance, none of “Iraly 1864” and only two
sentences of ‘Normandy and Brittany 1865" have been pub-
lished (Letters, vol. 4, p. 202 n.); whilelarge sections or episodes
in other journals are unpublished — such as the wonderful
account of a picnic with Keats and wine in ‘Recollections of
Weimar'. Even familiar pieces like ‘Recollections of Ilfra-
combe’, substantially published soon after her death in George
Eliot’sLifeasrelated in her letters andjournals, arranged and edited by
her husband §. W. Cross,3 and subsequently reprinted in more or
less complete versions, read differently in the context of the
other journals,

The extant journals begin as Marian Evans (not yet George
Eliot) elopes to Germany with George Henry Lewes in July
1854, and continue almost to her death in December 1880.
Pages have been torn from the earliest manuscript volume:
internal evidence indicates that the first entries were made in
Geneva in the winter of 1849.4 The journal entries are most
copious in the period before George Eliot began to publish
fiction in the late 18505 — indeed, in these years, they were
her writing, distinguished by much lively description and

Noteboaks: An Edition of the Carl H. Pforzheimer Library’s George Eliot Holo-
graph Notebooks, M8S yo7, 708, 709, 710, 711, 4 vols. (Salzburg, Univer-
siedt Salzburg, 1976-85), ed. William Baker; George Elfot’s ‘Muddlemarch’
Notebooks: A Transcription (Berkeley, University of California Press,
1979}: eds John Clark Pratt and Victor A. Neufeldt; Geprge Eliot. A
Writer's Notehook, 185479, and Uncoliected Writings (Charlottesville, Uni-
versity Press of Virginia, 1981), ed. Joseph Wiesenfarth; and George
Eliot’s ‘Daniel Deronda’ Notebooks, ed. Jane Irwin{Cambridge University
Press, 1096). .

3 George Eliot’s Iife as related in her levters and journals, arranged and
edited by her hushand J. W, Cross, 3 vols. (Edinburgh, Blackwood, 1885);
subsequently cited as Cross.

4 Haight conjectures thar Cross removed forty-six leaves (Letzers,
yol.1,p.xv).
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anecdote. They become more laconic particularly after the
publication of Romola in 1863, though her chronicling of the
composition of that novel is extended and excruciating, Not
all the gaps are the result of erratic intervals between entries,
For example, George Eliot kept a journal of the expedition to
Spain early in 1867, which has disappeared,s and so has her
diary for 18778. (We have used the rerms ‘diary’ and ‘journal’
loosely and to some extent interchangeably — ‘diary’ is pre-
ferred for daily entries, ‘journal’ for longer, more formal
compositions. In this edition, ‘diary’ entries are generally
printed without justification of the righthand margin, while
the journal’ entries have righthand justification.)s

There are six manuscript volumes, containing three groups
of material. The first consists of diaries, journals of daily record,
in four books, 1854-61, 186177, 1879, 1880. The second group is
travel diaries, which replace the regular diary on a particular
journey, in two volumes, One was used for ‘Germany 1858’,and
at the other end, for ‘Recollections of Italy 1860’; with similar
economy, the notebook used for ‘Italy 1864’ did double duty for
‘Normandy and Brittany 1865". The third group cousists of
more formal retrospective essays — the ‘Recollections’ of
Weimar, Berlin, Ilfracombe, Scilly and Jersey, together with
‘How I came to write Fiction’ and “History of Adam Bede’ — and
these were written in from the back of the 185461 diary.

There is nothing to suggest that these journals were com-
posed for publication, though George Eliot herself reworked
heraccounts of Weimar in 1854 for two articles in Fraser'sMaga-
zine.7 In effect, they were firstedited by John Cross, whose pen-
cilled markings and eccasional annotations appear on the

5 Gordon S, Haight, George Eliot {Oxford University Press, 1968),
P. 40210, reports that GE’s Journal of her Spanish travel, 26 January—
7 March 1867, was sold at Sotheby’s, 27 June 1923, at the same time as
hier Notebook for The Spanish Gypsy, which ‘was broken np and bound
with some M35 lerters into volumes of The Works of Gearge Eliot, large
papered., 25 vals(Boston and N.Y., Houghron Mifflin, 1924}, toforma
limited ed.” While sections of the notebook and related memoranda
have been traced, the journal has not turned up.

6 Judy Simons, Diaries and Jowrnals of Literary Wemen from Fanny Bur-
ney to Virginia Woolf (London, Macmillan, 19g0), recognises the issue:
‘Although strictly speaking “diary” can be used as a generic rerm to
cover both a daily record of engagements and more intimate writing,
while “journal” tends vo refer mare specifically to a personal chroni-
cle, writers themselves do not always keep to such nice distinctions,”
{p. 7) Simons’s discussion, particularly her opening chapter, *Secret
Exhibitionists: Women and their Diaries’, provides a helpful context
for reading George Eliot’s journats.

7 Seeheadnote to "Recollections of Weimar’,
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manuscripts, made during his extensive use of them, along
with her letters and other notebooks, for George Eliot’s Life.
Much later, George Eliot’s American champion, Gordon 8.
Haight, drew on the journals not enly in his monumental edi-
tion of The George Eliot Letters but also for the biography, George
Eliot{1968).8 Each of these devotees had his own agenda which
determined his use of the journal material, though both print
some journals virtually complete. In this edition, the head-
notes to each journal include a brief description of the use
Cross and Haight have made of it.

The journals have evident biographical significance. They
display George Eliot’s extremes of emotion, from her happi-
ness with Lewes in Weimar in 1854 (Diary 1854-1861) to her
gricf at his death (Diary 1879). They tell us how George Eliot
and Lewes spent their time — reading, writing, walking, trav-
elling; entertaining and going to theatre, opera and concerts.
They show constant concern about the health of one partner
or the other, and almost as constant attention to family
commitments. They graph George Eliot’s extension of her
knowledge of natural and physical science, history and lan-
guages, and the development of her taste in artand music.

The journals challenge received biographical readings of
George Eliot, for instance in their demonstration of her com-
petence in practical matters of finance and business after
Lewes’s death. Sheadhered to certain conventions about what
she recorded, without being as systematic in her journalising
as Lewes {journalising’ is his word). Lewes’s diaries (the first
extant is numbered ‘X, and begins mid-1856) frequently
complement hers in giving details about particular social
engagements or domestic arrangements. On the evidence of
the journals, it might seem thatr George Eliot is notinterested
in current affairs: they contain only a couple of references to
the Crimean War, the Indian Mutiny is mentioned by implica-
tion, there are merely hints of the volatile political situation in
Italy in 1860, and no attention to the American Civil War ~
though on 31 December 1870, she comments on the Siege of
Paris ‘where our fellow-men are suffering and inflicting hor-
rots,, and in thelate 1870s refers to the Eastern Question. Butit
would beerroneous to assume that she turned aside from such
issues and events. She more frequently displays concern about

8 Acomplete listing of published journal material would include
Essuys of George Eliot, ed. Thomas Pinney (London, Routledge, 1963%
Selecred Essays, Poems and Other Writings, eds. A. 8. Byatt and Nicholas
Warren {Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1990) and Selected Critical Writ-

. fngs, ed. Rosemary Ashton {Oxford University Press, 1992}
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national and international events in letters than in her jour-
nals, and that concern finds complex expression in her fiction
especially from Felix Holt on. Moreover, as the journals show,
the Leweses did not always have a daily newspaper, atleastin
their early years together, but they certainly kept up with the
weeklies and quarterlies that were major organs of opinion
(often of course Lewes was writing for them). Notsurprisingly,
George Eliot’s vision is Eurocentric, North America does not
figure prominently, and colonies such as South Africa and
Australia are places to send difficult progeny (Lewes’s sons) ot
inwhich to invest for profit.

Just as her awareness of cvents in the public domain is
rarely documented in the journals, neither is her personal life
fully recounted. The abrupt entry for g April 1880, ‘Sir James
Paget came to see me. My marriage decided’, is the most
notorious example of her withholding major personal events
from even this private record. There are notable reticences in
the journals— about such mundane matters as food and dress,
on the whole, and more generally about relationships and
emotional reactions.

The principal interest of the journals must be their relation
to George Eliot’s writing life. The early matetial can beread as
prelude to the fiction, and there is some symmetry between
the dwindling bulk of the journals and the growing produc-
tion of stories and novels, Throughout, the journals provide
evidence of her ways of working. There are parallel texts
within the journals, which among other things cast light on
her processes of composition: for instance the diary for
Weimar in 1854 parallels ‘Recollections of Weimar’, and later
versions appeared in the Fraser’s articles already mentioned.
There is an extraordinary parallel, discussed later, between
the diaty from Decernber 1857 toJune 185y, and the journal we
have called “The Making of George Eliot’. Anotherkind of par-
allel is provided by letters, both of George Eliot and George
Lewes. Attimes our commentary draws attention toarelevant
letter, but generally we assume that an interested reader will
turn up Haight’s edition to find how letters amplify or qualify
the narrative of the journals.

The commentary points out particular connections
between the journals and other of George Eliot’s writings —
not only the novels and letters, but also other notebooks.
Some of these are dedicated to preparation of particular
works, while the one edited by Joseph Wiesenfarth as George
Eliot: A Writer's Notebook, 1854-1879, was kept concurrently with
the journals. It is conspicuous that the journals provide few
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literal “keys” to the novels. Locarions, yes — Prague for The Lifted
Verl, Florence for Remola, Rome for Middlemarch, the Jewish
quarter in Frankfurt for Dansel Deronda, and so on. Occasion-
ally, personages who later appear as characters in the novels
pass through the journals: the young musician Rubinstein,
encountered in Weimar in 1854, matures into Klesmer in
Daniel Deronda; the painter, Overbeck, visited in Rome in 1860,
is transposed into Naumann in Middlemarch. Tt may even be
that a trace of ‘the social life at Scilly’ in 1857, where George
Eliot ‘was repeatedly told, in order ro make me aware who Mr.
Hall was, that he married a Miss Lemon’ (‘Recollections of the
Scilly Isles’), persisted into Miéddlemarch: A Study of Provincial
Life, where Rosamond Vincy is irremediably characterised as
‘the flower of Mrs Lemon’s school’ (chapter 11). It is not as a
source book for the fiction but as a site for observation of the
processes of authorship that the journals have most to offer.

Therewasa time when George Eliot contemplated anauto-
biography: Lewes noted in his diary for 22 November 1870 (her
fifry-first birthday) ‘Ordered greatcoat, cigars, & bought Polly
a Lockup book for her Autobiog.’s There is now no trace of
such a volume, nor of such a work, unless it is Impressions of
Theophrastus Such of which the opening chapter, ‘Looking
Inward’, explicitly addresses the challenge of autobiography:
‘It is my habit to give an account to myself of the characters I
meet with: can 1give any true account of my own'1¢ She saw
possible value in an autobiography of a writer, but held
express reservations about biography:

Thebest history of a writer is contained in his writings—
these are his chief actions, Ifhe happens to havelefran
autebiography telling (what nobody else can tell} how his
mind grew, how it was determined by the joys, sorrows
and other influences of childhood and youth—thatis a pre-
cious contribution to knowledge. But Biographies pener-
allyarea disease of English literature, (Letters, vol. 7, p. 230)

It is noteworthy that these remarks relate to a question about
whether there is to be a biography of Lewes (himself the
author of The Life and Works of Goethe), and George Eliot’s con-
cern thathis work be properly valued.ut

8 G. H. Lewes Diary 1870, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscripr
Library, Yale University.

10 GeorgeEliot, Impressions of Theophrastus Such (1879; Edinburgh,
Blackwood, 1884), p. 3.

1 The record of reading throughout the journals shows that the
metaphorical biography ‘discase” was one to which the Leweses,

xxi
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Cross, of course, claimed to be producing an auto-
biography:

With the materials in my hands Thave endeavoured 1o
form an queobiagraphy (if the term may be permitted) of
GeorgeEliot, Thelifehasbeen allowed to write itselfin
extracts from her letters and journals. Free from the obtru-
sion of any mind but her own, this method serves, 1 think,
better than any other open to me, to show the develop-
ment ofherintellect and character. (Cross, vol. 1, p. v)

His claim that “The life has been allowed to write itself’ is
severely qualified in his comments on his treatment of the ler-
ters: ‘Each letter hasbeen pruned of everything thatseemed to
meirrelevant to my purpose—of everything that I thought my
wife would have wished to be omitted.’ {Cross, i. vii) The wid-
ower took upon himself the charge of ministering to the
image of a George Eliot who led almost exclusively a life of the
mind, The project presented some difficulties, and her rela-
tionship with Lewes wasa particularembarrassment. Though
the younger man had been on good terms with Lewes in his
lifetime, he appears almost obsessive in eliminating refer-
ences to Lewes from George Eliot sLife. A small but telling exam-
ple is the diary entry for 23 April 1855, ‘Fixed on our lodgings
atEast Sheen’, which Cross emends to read ‘Fixed on lodgings
at East Sheen’ (i. 381). Haight diplomatically accounts for
Cross’s pracedures: "Having known heronly in thelast decade
ofherlife, in her “sibylline years,” he naturally chose the more
sententious passages and excluded the spontaneous, trivial,
and humorous remarks’, in the process frequently conflating
letter with letter and letter with journal (Letters, vol. 1, p. xiii).
Haight has amply shown just how far short of acceptable
twentieth-century standards of scholarship Cross’s methods
fell. Haight’s own scholarship is exceptional, and his edition
of the Letters an unsurpassable resource for all students of
George Eliot — a resource to which our work is greatly
indebted. In the Letters, he includes certain of the journals
complete (‘Recollections” of Iifracombe, Scilly and Jersey,

Footnote 11 {cont.)

noteriously prone to physical ailments, frequently exposed them-
selves. One of the fisst books mentioned in the diary is Moore’s Life of
Sheridan, “a firstrate specimen of bad biographical writing’, and sub-
sequently there are noted numerous bicgraphies, particularly of liter-
ary figures. Significantly, George Eliot read Elizabeth Gaskell's Life of
Charlotte Bronté almost immediately it came eut in 1857 and turned to
itin January 1858 to compare the reception of Scenes of Clerical Eife with
tharofJaneEyre.
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‘How I came to wtite Fiction’, “History of Adam Bede’). He
includes quotations frem the diaries in places, often a sen-
tence or so inafootnote to confirm or elucidate a referenceina
letter. But he too was in thrall to an image of George Eliot,
derived from Charles Bray’s observation that ‘She was not
fitted to stand alone.2 That reductive image governs his read-
ing of George Eliot, the person, and her texts, His biography,
while factually authorirative, is not as durable as the Lesters.
Precedence must now be given to two complementary studies.
Rosemarie Bodenheimer’s The Rea! Life of Mary Ann Evans:
George Eliot Her Letters and Fiction (1994), by reading the letters
alongside and against the fiction, explores the ways George
Eliot wrote her self and life. Though not a conventional biog-
raphy, this study addresses with subtlety and conviction
major crises in George Eliot’s life, including her conflicts with
her father, her adoption of a pseudonym, and the decision to
marry Cross, Rosemary Ashton’s more orthodox George Eliot: A
Life provides formidable literary and intellectual context,
delineating an ambitious, anxious subject to whom even so is
attributed a robust commonsense connected with her pro-
vincial background, and whose avatar in her fiction, rather
thanany ofthe Dorotheas, may be the scholar Casaubon: *Here
is strong cgoism, a “fastidious yet hungry ambition”, pride
and self-doubt, and the terrible experience of “laborious
uncreative hours” spent in paralysing fear of a “chilling ideal
audience™.13 Certainly some of these characteristics emerge in
George Eliot’s journals, of which she, her own most critical
and unsparing reader, was the principal audience.

The journals give considerable evidence of George Eliot as
reader of and commentator on her own text. On 31 December
1857 appears the first of what becomes a fairly regular passage
of the past year in review, summarising its events, and typ-
ically testifying to the empowering strength of her bond to
Lewes. This entry comes significantly as she awaits the book
publication of Scenes of Clerical Life, and while it is largely ‘per-
sonal’, describing her role as woman rather than as writer, her
work hasan important placein it. Later there isevidence of her

1z Bray, Autobiography, p. 75, quoted in Haighr, Geerge Eliot, p. 51.

13 Rosemary Ashron, George Eliot: A Life (London: Hamish Hamil-
101, 1996}, p. 325: the internal quotations dre from Middlemarch, book
1, chapter1o. F. W. H. Myers records that George Eliot herselfacknowl-
edged an affinity with Casaubon. $he was asked *“But from whom ...
did you draw Casaubon:” With a humorous solemnity, which was
quite in earnest, nevertheless, she pointed to her own heart.”: ‘George

-Eliot’, Century Magazing, 23 (November 1881), p. 60.
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using the journals not only for stocktaking, but for comfort
and reassurance. During the awful time when she was strug-
gling with Romols, she wrote, “This evening I have been read-
ing to G, some entries in my note-book of past times in which I
recorded my malaise and despair.’ (3t January 1862). Late in
1870, ‘suffering from headache and depression. .. Ilook into
this little book now to assure myself that this is not unprece-
dented’; and again on Christmas Day 1875, she uses her diary
record for assurance.+ These occasions support Rosemarie
Bodenheimer’s comment that ‘her mind reorganized auto-
biographical material in conceptual ways''s At times thereisa
willed quality in herworking through emotional and intellec-
tual challenges, as if she is testing the belief in which Tenny-
son supports Goethe:

That men may rise on stepping-stones
Oftheirdead selves to higher things.:6

Her self-appraisal is sometimes quite formal. When each of
the two diary volumes that has been kept over a number of
years is full, George Eliot offers both retraspect and prospect.
On 19 June 1861, she aspires to ‘produce better work than Thave
yetdone’, as she declares “This is the last entry I mean to make
in my old book in which Iwrote for the first time at Geneva, in
1849. On 31 December 1877 in a different vein of resolution:
“Today I say a final farewell to this little book which is the only
record I have made of my personal life for sixteen years and
more ... I am going to keep a more business-like diary. Here
ends 1877

This body of material, made up of discrete and various
pieces of writing, consritutes a discontinuous text. We sug-
gest that George Eliot’s division and placement of material is
at times purposeful, while at other rimes it is marked by the
seeming baphazardness common in such informal writing.
For all their reticence, these journals are the least formal and
guarded of her writing that survives. While they do not
encourage the construction in retrospect of 2 unified identity
outof fragmented experiences, there is none the less a case for
reading them as an autobiography of George Eliot. The name

14 Judy Simons, Diarées und Journals, p. 10, gives examples of other
writers, notably Virginia Woolf, similarly engaging with their textual
selves in their diaries.

15 Rosemarie Bodenheimer, The Real Life of Mary Ann Evans: George
Eligt Her Letters and Fiction (Ithaca and London, Cornell University
Press, 1994), pu xv.

16 Alfred, Lord Tennyson, In Memoriam, 1.3—4 in The Poems of
Tennyson, ed. Christopher Ricks (London, Longman, 1969 p. 864.)
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‘George Eliot’, chosen when she began to publish fiction, was
only one of the names taken by the woman born Mary Ann
Evans, thoughitis the one about which the journals have most
to tell, for the journals, which render abruptly or incidentally
some of George Eliot’s major life passages, patently document
thelaunching ofherauthorial identity.

In Diary 1854—1861, at the end that begins on 20 July 1854,
there areentries running from 6 December 1857 to o May 1859,
At the other end, already used for various “Recollections’,
appears ‘How I came to write Fiction', dated 6 December 1857,
then a succession of entries all to do with Seenes of Clerical Life,
‘History of Adam Bede’ and further dared entries to do with
the fortunes of that novel. In June 1859 she inadvertently
writes her regular diary entry at this end, and continues so to
19 June 1861 when she signs off from this book, now full. By
June 1859, Adam Bede had been published, and she was begin-
ning ro acknowledge to her friends that Marian Evans Lewes
was George Eliot. In the time during which she is establishing
her authorial signature with the publication of her fiction in
book form, there is in her concurrent use of the two ends of the
volume a definite separation of the construction ‘George
Eliot’ and the account of the public reception of George Eliot’s
work, from the ‘private’ narration of the journals. This phe-
nomenon is discussed more fully in the headnote to “The Mak-
ing of George Eliot, and is the most striking instance of her
authorial self-consciousness at work in the journals.

The publication of the journals entire restores George Eliot
asthespeaking subject. Theyare as much acts of self-represen-
tation in writing as herletters and fiction. We can consider her
self-construction in them, rather than the contribution of a
partial version of the journals to someone else’s construction
of her. The enactment of her claiming authority is the most
striking single illumination provided by these journals, Else-
where, though, George Eliot’s dialogical processes of self-
writing are to be discerned in moods as different as the
exhilaration of seaside recreation at Ilfracombe in the 1850s,
the dreary detail of research for Romolg in the 1860s, and the
contentment and occasional cantankerousness in the early
1870s. There were times in our work on this edition when we
echoed her exclamation on receiving applications for the
George Henry Lewes Studentship, *‘wonderful out of all
whaooping!’ (s Octaber 1879). This author, in whichever of her
guises, has endless capacity to surprise and move her readers.
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