
Russian: A Linguistic Introduction

This book provides an accessible introduction to the linguistic structure of
Russian in all its aspects, including its history, dialects and sociolinguistics,
as well as the central issues of phonology, morphology, syntax and word for-
mation/lexicology. It particularly emphasises the special linguistic features of
Russian which are not shared with English and other non-Slavonic languages.
For intermediate/advanced students of Russian, this will help to reinforce their
understanding of how all levels of Russian function. Students and scholars of
linguistics will find it a useful starting point for comparative work involving
the structure of Russian and the Slavonic languages, or issues such as stan-
dardisation, multilingualism and the fate of former colonial languages. Each
chapter begins with an introduction to the basic theoretical concepts of the
area covered, presenting the linguistic facts and relationships in an easily ac-
cessible form. It will also serve as a learning aid to Cyrillic, with all examples
transliterated.

paul cubberley is Senior Research Fellow in Russian in the School of
Languages, University of Melbourne, and Former Senior Lecturer in Russian
at the University. His publications include Handbook of Russian Affixes (1994),
The Suprasegmental Features in Slavonic Phonetic Typology (1980) and arti-
cles in journals including Scottish Slavonic Review, Russkii iazyk za rubezhom,
Wiener Slawistischer Almanach, Russian Language Journal, Australian
Slavonic and East European Studies and New Zealand Slavonic Journal.
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Abbreviations and symbols

� Case and number quoted together are reduced to initial capitals, e.g. NP =
Nominative Plural; accompanying gender is indicated by a lower-case initial,
e.g. NPn = Nominative Plural Neuter.

� Person and number quoted together are reduced to lower-case letters following
the number, e.g. 3pp = 3rd Person Plural.

Abl Ablative Case
Acc Accusative Case
Act Active voice
Adj Adjective
Adv Adverb
Amer Eng American English
Anim Animate
Aor Aorist Tense (Old Russian)
Bg Bulgarian
Br Belarusian
Brit Eng British English
BS Balto-Slavonic
B(V) Back (Vowel)
C Consonant
coll. colloquial
Cond Conditional Mood
Conj Conjunction
CR Central Russian (dialect)
Cr Croatian
CSR Contemporary Standard Russian
Cz Czech
Dat Dative Case
Du Dual
Eng English
Fem Feminine
Fr French

xiii
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xiv List of abbreviations and symbols

FSU Former Soviet Union
Fut Future Tense
F(V) Front (Vowel)
IE Indo-European
Imp Imperfect Tense (Old Russian)
Ital Italian
Gen Genitive Case
Germ German
Gk Greek
Imper Imperative Mood
Impf Imperfective Aspect
Inan Inanimate
Inf Infinitive
Instr Instrumental Case
Intr Intransitive
Lat Latin
lit. literally (word-for-word translation)
Lith Lithuanian
Loc Locative Case
Mac Macedonian
Masc Masculine
N Nasal
Neut Neuter
Nom Nominative Case
NP Noun phrase
NR Northern Russian (dialect)
Obj Object
OCS Old Church Slavonic
OCz Old Czech
OEng Old English
OP Old Polish
OR Old Russian
Part Participle
Pass Passive Voice
Perf Perfect Tense (Old Russian)
Pers Person
Pf Perfective Aspect
Plup Pluperfect Tense (Old Russian)
Plur Plural
Pol Polish
PPA Past Participle Active
PPP Past Participle Passive
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List of abbreviations and symbols xv

Prep Prepositional Case
Pres Present Tense
PresPP Present Participle Passive
Pron Pronoun
PS Proto-Slavonic
RCS Russian Church Slavonic
Refl Reflexive Voice
RF Russian Federation
Rus Russian
SC Serbian/Croatian (or former Serbo-Croatian)
Serb Serbian
Sing Singular
Sk Slovak
Sn Slovenian
Son Sonorant
Sorb Sorbian
SR Southern Russian (dialect)
Subj Subject
Subjve Subjunctive Mood
Sup Supine
Trans Transitive
Ukr Ukrainian
V Vowel
Vb Verb
VP Verb phrase

Symbols
[ ] phonetic transcription, using IPA
/ / phonemic transcription, using ISO
{ } morphemic transcription, using ISO
These formal symbols are used only where essential; for most purposes, italics
are used for transliterated or transcribed forms, as well as for all linguistic
examples; English glosses are given within quote marks.

Stress position is marked by a prime (') following the stressed vowel on the
transcribed form only (not on the Cyrillic); since this is the principle for Russian
words, it is retained for all other situations, including IPA (though this is not
the normal IPA procedure).

For transcription and transliteration of Russian Cyrillic, see chapter 2, table 9;
for IPA transcription system, see website: www2.gla.ac.uk/IPA/ipachart.html.
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Note on transliteration

Details of the transliteration and transcription of Russian Cyrillic will be of-
fered in chapter 2 (section 4.1, table 9). For the purposes of the introductory
chapters, where names and words will necessarily appear in transliteration, we
mention here the main features which might appear confusing through their use
of unfamiliar symbols.
(1) Russian consonants appear in two varieties, most commonly referred to as

hard/soft or ±Palatalised (or ±Sharp); the soft or palatalised variants are
indicated in syllable-final positions variously by a following acute accent,
apostrophe or prime; we will use the acute. Thus rus′ is to be understood
as ending in a soft [sj].

(2) The palatal consonants, like English sh or ch, are represented by a diacritic
borrowed from the Czech alphabet (where it is called a ‘hook’) placed over
the underlying sound, e.g. š, ž, č, for Eng sh, zh, ch.

(3) The symbol j represents the palatal fricative or glide (the jot or jod sound),
that is the strong y of Eng yes.

(4) The symbol x represents the voiceless velar fricative, usually written kh in
Eng.

(5) The symbol c represents the affricate usually written ts in Eng.
(6) Vowels do not present any difficulties, but note that y always represents

roughly the first vowel in Eng cynic, sin.
(7) Stress position is indicated by a prime (') written after the stressed vowel.

xvi
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