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are at cosmological distances in star-forming galaxies. The detection of X-Ray, optical,
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Preface

The Space Telescope Science Institute Symposium on ‘“The Greatest Explosions Since
the Big Bang” took place during 3—-6 May 1999. An attempt was made to bring together
for the first time researchers working on supernovae and on gamma-ray bursts. We
strongly feel that a symbiosis between these two groups is obsolutely necessary for the
understanding of these most energetic phenomena.

These proceedings respresent a part of the invited talks that were presented at the
symposium. We thank the contributing authors for preparing their papers.

We thank Sharon Toolan of ST Scl for her help in preparing this volume for publication.

Mario Livio

Mino Panagia

Kailash Sahu

Space Telescope Science Institute
Baltimore, Maryland

May, 1999
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