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Despite a century of effort, criminologists do not yet fully under-
stand the relationship between disadvantage and crime. The
balance of evidence suggests that economic and social stress
increase the risk of involvement in crime by increasing the motiva-
tion to offend. But there are a number of empirical anomalies that
cannot easily be reconciled with this interpretation of the evidence.
Weatherburn and Lind argue that the transmission mechanism
linking economic and social stress to crime is not offender motiva-
tion but disruption to the parenting process. They put forward an
epidemic model of the genesis of delinquent-prone communities
and show how this model resolves the empirical anomalies facing
conventional interpretations of the disadvantage/crime relation-
ship. This book offers compelling new evidence which will stimulate
debate in this area of criminology and will also interest academics,
policy makers and practitioners in the field.

DON WEATHERBURN is Director of the New South Wales Bureau
of Crime Statistics and Research, Australia.

BRONWYN LIND is Deputy Director of the New South Wales
Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research, Australia.

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521790948
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521790948 - Delinquent-Prone Communities
Don Weatherburn and Bronwyn Lind
Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge Criminology Series

Editors:
Alfred Blumstein, Carnegie Mellon University
David Farrington, University of Cambridge

This series publishes high quality research monographs of either theoretical or
empirical emphasis in all areas of criminology, including measurement of
offending, explanations of offending, police, courts, incapacitation, correc-
tions, sentencing, deterrence, rehabilitation, and other related topics. It is
intended to be both interdisciplinary and international in scope.

Also in the series:

J- David Hawkins (editor), Delinquency and Crime: Current Theories

Simon 1. Singer, Recriminalizing Delinquency: Violent Juvemile Crime and fuvenile
Fustice Reform

Scott H. Decker and Barrik Van Winkle, Life in the Gang: Famuly, Friends, and
Violence

Austin Lovegrove, A Framework of Judicial Sentencing: Decision Making and Multiple
Offence Cases

John Hagan and Bill McCarthy, Mean Streets: Youth Crime and Homelessness

Edward Zamble, and Vernon L. Quinsey, The Criminal Recidivism Process

Joan McCord (editor), Violence and Childhood in the Inner City

Simon 1. Singer, Recriminalizing Delinquency: Violent Juvenile Crime and jJuvenile
Justice Reform

Malcolm M. Feeley and Edward L. Rubin, Judicial Policy Making and the Modern
State: How the Courts Reformed America’s Prisons

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521790948
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521790948 - Delinquent-Prone Communities
Don Weatherburn and Bronwyn Lind
Frontmatter

More information

Delinquent-Prone
Communities

Don Weatherburn

and

Bronwyn Lind

New South Wales Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research

CAMBRIDGE

%9 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521790948
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521790948 - Delinquent-Prone Communities
Don Weatherburn and Bronwyn Lind
Frontmatter

More information

PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICGATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CGAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Gambridge United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cs2 2ru, UK www.cup.cam.ac.uk
40 West 20th Street, New York, Ny 100114211, USA  www.cup.org

10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, Melbourne 3166, Australia

Ruiz de Alarcéon 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain

© Don Weatherburn and Bronwyn Lind 2001

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2001

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
Typeface 10/13pt Baskerville  System 3b2  [cE]

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress cataloguing in publication data

Weatherburn, Donald James.
Delinquent-prone communities / Don Weatherburn and Bronwyn Lind.
p. cm.
ISBN 0 521 79094 8
1. Juvenile delinquency — Australia — New South Wales. 2. Juvenile delinquency.
3. Crime — Economic aspects. 4. Crime — Social aspects.
5. Juvenile delinquents — Australia — New South Wales — Family relationships.
6. Juvenile delinquents — Family relationships. 7. Community life.
I. Lind, Bronwyn. II. Title.
HV9230.A6 N489 2001
364.36'09944 —dc21  00-036304

ISBN 0 521 79094 8 hardback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521790948
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521790948 - Delinquent-Prone Communities
Don Weatherburn and Bronwyn Lind
Frontmatter

More information

Contents

List of figures and tables
Acknowledgements
Overview
1 The ESIOM paradigm and its problems
2 The insidious effects of economic and social stress on parenting
3 Parenting, peers and delinquency
4 Delinquency generation at the individual level
5 Delinquency generation at the aggregate level
6  An epidemic model of offender population growth
7 Theories of crime and place
8 Prevention
Notes

References
Index

page viil
X

28
46
67
78
102
126
157
184

189
207

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521790948
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521790948 - Delinquent-Prone Communities
Don Weatherburn and Bronwyn Lind
Frontmatter

More information

Figures and tables

Figures

5.1 Rates of juvenile participation in crime and neglect in page 87
urban postcodes of New South Wales

5.2 Average rates of juvenile participation in crime in groups of 87
urban postcodes of New South Wales

5.3 Path diagram for juvenile participation in crime 94

5.4 Path diagram for juvenile participation in property crime 95

5.5 Path diagram for juvenile participation in violent crime 96

5.6 Aggregate crime rates and rates of juvenile participation in crime 98
in urban postcodes of New South Wales

5.7 Average rates of juvenile participation in crime in groups of 98
urban postcodes

6.1 An epidemic model of offender population growth 103

6.2  State transitions in the epidemic model 111

6.3 Offender population growth for different values of B, 115

6.4 Offender population growth for different values of B, 116

Tables

4.1 Involvement in crime: Model with family type and family income 70
as predictors

4.2 Estimated percentage of juveniles involved in crime: Family 70
type, family income

4.3 Supervision: Model with family type and family income as 71
predictors

viii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521790948
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521790948 - Delinquent-Prone Communities
Don Weatherburn and Bronwyn Lind

Frontmatter
More information
FIGURES AND TABLES ix
4.4 Estimated percentage of juveniles poorly supervised: Family 72
type, family income, family type by family income
4.5 Estimated percentage of juveniles involved in crime: 73
Supervision
4.6 Involvement in crime: Model with supervision as predictor 74

4.7 Involvement in crime: Model with supervision and neighbourhood 74
type as predictors

4.8 Estimated percentage of juveniles involved in crime: Supervision 75
by neighbourhood type

4.9 Involvement in crime: Model with supervision and family type 76
as predictors

4.10 Estimated percentage of juveniles involved in crime: Supervision 76
by family type

5.1 Pearson correlation coefficients for New South Wales urban 83
postcodes

5.2 Pearson correlation coefficients for 10 per cent of New South 84
Wales urban postcodes with highest proportions of low-income
households

5.3 Juvenile participation in crime (262 urban postcodes): Models 85

with socioeconomic measures as predictors

5.4 Neglect and abuse (262 urban postcodes): Models with 86
socioeconomic measures as predictors

5.5 Juvenile participation in crime (262 urban postcodes): Models 88
with neglect and socioeconomic measures as predictors

5.6 Juvenile participation in crime (262 urban postcodes): Models 89
with abuse and socioeconomic measures as predictors

5.7 Juvenile participation in property crime (262 urban postcodes): 90
Models with neglect and socioeconomic measures as predictors

5.8 Juvenile participation in property crime (262 urban postcodes): 91
Models with abuse and socioeconomic measures as predictors

5.9  Juvenile participation in violent crime (257 urban postcodes): 92
Models with neglect and socioeconomic measures as predictors

5.10 Juvenile participation in violent crime (257 urban postcodes): 92
Models with abuse and socioeconomic measures as predictors

5.11 Adult participation in crime (261 urban postcodes): Models 97
with neglect and socioeconomic measures as predictors

5.12 Aggregate crime rates (259 urban postcodes): Model with 99
juvenile and adult participation in crime as predictors

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521790948
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521790948 - Delinquent-Prone Communities
Don Weatherburn and Bronwyn Lind
Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

A number of people provided valuable assistance in the preparation of this
book or critical feedback on its contents. First and foremost we would like to
thank Professor John Braithwaite of the Australian National University (ANU)
for his critical feedback on the draft manuscript and for his ongoing
encouragement and support. Special thanks are also due to Dr Rob Hall
(ANU) for valuable discussions on and literature concerning the modelling of
epidemics.

Dr Boyd Hunter and Professor Bob Gregory (ANU) and Professor Peter
Saunders (the University of New South Wales Social Policy Research Centre)
provided valuable advice and source material on the growth in income
inequality in Australia. Dr Bruce Chapman (ANU) provided us with useful
source material on the effectiveness of labour market programs in reducing
unemployment while Dr Peter McDonald (ANU) provided useful source
material on the economic effects of family dissolution. Finally we would like to
thank all those friends and colleagues, particularly Marilyn Chilvers, who
allowed us to burden them with endless questions and arguments about the
development of delinquent-prone communities.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521790948
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

