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Preface

This volume is the sixth in the series initiated by Cambridge University Press
twenty-six years ago. The first book in the series was Language in the USA,
edited by Charles A. Ferguson and Shirley Brice Heath (1981). The inspiration
for the present volume on Language in South Asia came from Ferguson and
Heath’s pathbreaking contribution. It was the late Professor Ferguson who, in
his inimitably persuasive way, suggested to one of the editors of the present
volume the desirability and importance of a book on Language in South Asia.
That was in the late 1970s, when Language in the USA was in the final stages
of publication.

Charles A. Ferguson, affectionately called Fergi, was a committed scholar in
South Asian linguistics in more than one sense. Thom Huebner, once a faculty
colleague of Ferguson at Stanford University, succinctly summarizes Ferguson’s
“longest standing interests” in South Asia that goes back to 1945. It was then
that Ferguson published his first article on South Asian linguistics. Since then,
adds Huebner,

he has published nearly twenty others, he has co-edited a major volume on the topic
(Ferguson and Gumperz, 1960), and there has been at least one volume of South Asian
linguistics dedicated to him (Krishnamurti, 1986). In “South Asia as a Sociolinguistic
Area,” Ferguson highlights some features of language use that make South Asia unique.
In the process he demonstrates how features of language use just as well as language
structure can cluster in real relationships. Not only does the paper deepen the reader’s
understanding of the region, it also suggests that this type of research into the language
situation of a larger geographical region can have implications for theories of language
change and cultural diffusion in general. (1996: 21)

Huebner explains that what is characteristic of Ferguson’s “‘uniquely Fergusonian”
contribution and quality is derived from:

his solid training in Sanskrit, Greek, Latin and Oriental languages at the University of
Pennsylvania, in descriptive linguistics there under Harris, and in the interest not only in
language but also in the people who use it. That perspective is one that consistently looks
for the relationship between diachronic language change and language development,
phonology and syntax, social conventionalization and cognitive processing, and lan-
guage universals and individual differences. (12)

XV
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Xvi Preface

In his research and teaching, Ferguson was not committed to just one theory
or methodology. That was evident in his unparalleled gift of academic leader-
ship internationally. This volume is a modest attempt to celebrate Ferguson’s
contribution to South Asian linguistics as a teacher, as a researcher, and, indeed,
as one of the promoters of linguistics in the subcontinent.

We express our gratitude and thanks to Indian linguists who trained a gen-
eration of South Asian linguists in the 1950s and beyond, following the Deccan
College and Rockefeller Foundation initiatives of the 1950s for the teaching of,
and research in, linguistics in the region. These include Ashok Kelkar, Bh.
Krishnamurti, Prabodh B. Pandit, and Ravindra N. Srivastava. It is now the
generation of their §isyas, encouraged and trained by them, who are in the
forefront of South Asian linguistics, not only in South Asia, but internationally,
and continue the guru—Sisya parampara.

We also want to celebrate the memory of those linguists who had initiated a new
direction in South Asian linguistics in the 1960s in what was then East Bengal — a
part of Pakistan. These linguists, along with other intellectuals and scholars, were
cruelly assassinated in Dacca University during the Bangladesh Liberation War
against Pakistan (1971). A generation of Bangladeshi linguists was lost.

We are grateful to many colleagues and friends who provided insights,
suggestions, and critiques in planning Language in South Asia at the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the United States, and at the University of
Delhi and Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi, India.

The chapters in this volume understandably do not cover all the dimensions
of language in South Asian societies. Language in South Asia provides some
selected facets of the issues that are articulated in current debates. It is our hope
that this book, like the proverbial palimpsest that has been written over and over
again, is yet another attempt in that direction.
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3SN 3rd person, singular, neuter
ACC accusative
DAT dative
hon honorific
INF infinitive
PASS passive
PST past

REL.PTPL. relative, participle

Chapter 17
hon. honorific
P-A Perso-Arabic
S Sanskrit
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List of abbreviations Xxiii
Chapter 21
MSA Modern South Asian
SA South Asian
Chapter 24
acc. accusative
Ad;j. adjective
decl. declarative
excl. exclamation
hon. honorific
Chapter 25
A Awadhi
B Bhojpuri
Be Bengali
E. Hn Eastern Hindi dialects
Eng English
FH Fiji Hindi
GB Guyanese Bhojpuri
Hn Hindi
IB Indian Bhojpuri
M Magahi
Ma Marathi
MB Mauritian Bhojpuri
OBH overseas varieties of Bhojpuri-Hindi
SB South African Bhojpuri
SH Suriname Hindustani
Std Hn Standard Hindi
TB Trinidad Bhojpuri
UP Uttar Pradesh
W. Hn Western Hindi dialects
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Note on Transcription

The contributors to this volume have used more than one transcription system to
represent the sounds of South Asian languages. For example, long vowels are
represented either by a length mark over the letter or a colon after the letter,
retroflexes are represented by the International Phonetic Association (IPA)
symbols or by a dot under the letter, or a capital letter. Since all of these different
systems will be encountered by readers as they go to primary sources, we have
retained the different systems used by the contributors as long as they represent
one of the more widely used systems.

XXiv
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