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The English republic of the mid-seventeenth century is traditionally viewed as
an aberration in political and literary history. In this magisterial history of
republican political culture, David Norbrook argues that the English republi-
can imagination had deep roots in humanist literary culture, and that the ‘tri-
umph of Augustanism’ after  marked a sharp reaction against powerful
anti-Augustan trends. Key texts by Marvell and Milton, including Paradise
Lost, are set in the context of previously neglected writings by Edmund Waller,
George Wither, Thomas May and many others, showing how writers re-imag-
ined English political and literary culture without kingship. The book draws
on extensive archival research, bringing to light exciting and neglected manu-
script and printed sources. Offering a bold new narrative of the whole period,
and a timely reminder that England has a republican as well as royalist heritage,
Writing the English Republic will be of compelling interest to historians as well
as literary scholars.

David Norbrook’s publications include Poetry and Politics in the English
Renaissance () and The Penguin Book of Renaissance Verse (), as well as
numerous articles and reviews in literary and historical journals. He has held a
British Academy Research Readership and visiting fellowships in the United
States, and has made a lecture tour of Australia supported by the British
Council. Fellow and Tutor in English at Magdalen College, Oxford since ,
he was appointed in  to a Professorship at the University of Maryland,
College Park.
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Note on references and abbreviations

The aim of the references is to make it as easy as possible to understand texts in their
historical moment. Where practicable, citations follow the original spelling, though
the forms of transliteration vary slightly in drawing on such a range of texts and edi-
tions. Except in some cases where there is a modern edition providing contextual
material, I have given identifying numbers: British Library pressmarks (those begin-
ning with  or ) for books included in George Thomason’s collection from the
years – (though I have not always used the Thomason copy), and STC (numer-
ical) and Wing (alphanumerical) numbers for non-Thomason books up to  and
 respectively. All three collections are available on microfilm.

Place of publication is London where not otherwise indicated. Dates are given Old
Style, save that the year is taken to begin on  January. Quotations in Greek have been
transliterated.

ABL John Aubrey, ‘Brief Lives’, Chiefly of his Contemporaries, ed.
Andrew Clark,  vols. (Oxford, )

Beal Peter Beal, Index of Literary Manuscripts, Volume II: –,
Part : Lee-Wycherley ()

BL British Library
CJ The Journals of the House of Commons
CL The Letters of Sir Cheney Culpeper, –, ed. M. J.

Braddick and Mark Greengrass, in Seventeenth-Century
Political and Financial Papers, Camden th Series  ()

Corns, UV Thomas N. Corns, Uncloistered Virtue: English Political
Literature, – (Oxford, )

CSPD Calendar of State Papers, Domestic Series
Hill, WR The Collected Essays of Christopher Hill, vol. I: Writing and

Revolution in Seventeenth-Century England (Brighton, )
HMC Historical Manuscripts Commission Reports

HP Sheffield University Library, Hartlib Papers. With the
exception of CL, above, I have used the reproductions
prepared by the Hartlib Papers Project, The Hartlib Papers on
CD-ROM (Ann Arbor and Godstone, ), with occasional
silent omissions of repeated words.

HPW The Political Works of James Harrington, ed. J. G. A. Pocock
(Cambridge, )

Hutchinson Lucy Hutchinson, Memoirs of the Life of Colonel Hutchinson,
ed. James Sutherland (Oxford, )
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JMLR The Life Records of John Milton, ed. J. Milton French,  vols.
(New Brunswick, –)

May Lucan’s Pharsalia, second edition, trans. Thomas May (;
STC )

ML Brotherton Library, University of Leeds, Marten-Loder
Papers

MPL The Poems and Letters of Andrew Marvell, ed. H. M.
Margoliouth, third edition, revised by Pierre Legouis with the
collaboration of E. E. Duncan-Jones,  vols. (Oxford, )
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al.,  vols. in  (New Haven and London, –)

MQ Milton Quarterly
MR David Armitage, Armand Himy and Quentin Skinner (eds.),

Milton and Republicanism (Cambridge, )
Norbrook, PP David Norbrook, Poetry and Politics in the English

Renaissance ()
OED Oxford English Dictionary

PRO SP Public Record Office, State Papers
RLCS David Wootton (ed.), Republicanism, Liberty and Commercial

Society, – (Stanford, )
Smith, LR Nigel Smith, Literature and Revolution in England –

(New Haven and London, )
SR A Transcript of the Registers of the Worshipful Company of

Stationers; from – A.D., ed. G. E. Briscoe Eyre,  vols.
(–)

STC A. W. Pollard and G. R. Redgrave, A Short-Title Catalogue of
Books Printed in England, Scotland, and Ireland: And of English
Books Printed Abroad –, second edition,  vols.
(–)

TSP A Collection of the State Papers of John Thurloe, ed. Thomas
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