
In Victorian Writing about Risk, Elaine Freedgood explores the geog-
raphy of risk produced by a wide spectrum of once-popular litera-
ture, including works on political economy, sanitary reform,
balloon flight, Alpine mountaineering and African exploration.
The consolations offered by this geography of risk are precariously
predicated on the stability of dominant Victorian definitions of
people and places. Women, men, the laboring and middle classes,
the English and the Irish, Africa and Africans: all have assigned
identities that allow risk to be located and contained. When identi-
ties shift and boundaries fail, danger and safety begin to appear in
all the wrong places. The texts that this study focuses on reveal the
ways in which risk moralizes and naturalizes the economic and
political institutions of industrial, imperial culture during a period
of unprecedented expansion and change.

  is Assistant Professor in English at the
University of Pennsylvania. Her work has appeared in Victorian
Studies, Genders and Nineteenth-Century Contexts.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521781086 - Victorian Writing about Risk: Imagining a Safe England in a Dangerous
World
Elaine Freedgood
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521781086
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


      -
    

General editor
Gillian Beer, University of Cambridge

Editorial board
Isobel Armstrong, Birkbeck College, London

Terry Eagleton, University of Oxford
Leonore Davidoff, University of Essex

Catherine Gallagher, University of California, Berkeley
D. A. Miller, Columbia University

J. Hillis Miller, University of California, Irvine
Mary Poovey, New York University

Elaine Showalter, Princeton University

Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for inter-
disciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and critics
have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and the
visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years, theo-
retical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the assumptions of
previous scholarly syntheses and called into question the terms of older debates.
Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was to use
the metaphor of culture as “background,” feminist, Foucauldian, and other
analyses have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power
and of circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field.

This series aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting work
being undertaken on the frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary
studies: work which intersects fruitfully with other fields of study such as history,
literary theory or the history of science. Comparative as well as interdiscipli-
nary approaches are welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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Illustrations

 “Abstract of the total quantity of White Herrings Cured, Branded
for Bounty, and Exported, in so far as the same have been brought
under the Cognizance of the Officers of the Fishery, form the th
of April, , distinguishing each Year, and the herrings Cured
Gutted form those Cured Ungutted.” From J. R. McCulloch, A

Descriptive and Statistical Account of the British Empire (). page 
 “The moon shines forth with peculiar brilliancy.”
From James Glaisher, Travels in the Air (). 
 “We saw a toe – it seemed to belong to Moore – we see
Raynaud a flying body.” From Edward Whymper, Scrambles

Amongst the Alps (). 
 “Dr Livingstone’s escape from the lion.” From John S. Roberts,
The Life and Explorations of David Livingstone, LL.D. (). 
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