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In Victorian Writing about Risk, Elaine Freedgood explores the geog-
raphy of risk produced by a wide spectrum of once-popular litera-
ture, including works on political economy, sanitary reform,
balloon flight, Alpine mountaineering and African exploration.
The consolations offered by this geography of risk are precariously
predicated on the stability of dominant Victorian definitions of
people and places. Women, men, the laboring and middle classes,
the English and the Irish, Africa and Africans: all have assigned
identities that allow risk to be located and contained. When identi-
ties shift and boundaries fail, danger and safety begin to appear in
all the wrong places. The texts that this study focuses on reveal the
ways in which risk moralizes and naturalizes the economic and
political institutions of industrial, imperial culture during a period
of unprecedented expansion and change.

ELAINE FREEDGOOD is Assistant Professor in English at the
University of Pennsylvania. Her work has appeared in Victorian
Studies, Genders and Nineteenth-Century Contexts.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for inter-
disciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and critics
have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and the
visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought — in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years, theo-
retical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the assumptions of
previous scholarly syntheses and called into question the terms of older debates.
Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was to use
the metaphor of culture as “background,” feminist, Foucauldian, and other
analyses have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power
and of circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field.

This series aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting work
being undertaken on the frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary
studies: work which intersects fruitfully with other fields of study such as history,
literary theory or the history of science. Comparative as well as interdiscipli-
nary approaches are welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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