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This book presents a systematic overview and assessment of the impacts
of politics on the media, and of the media on politics, in authoritarian,
transitional, and democratic regimes in Russia, Spain, Hungary, Chile,
Italy, Great Britain, Germany, Japan, the Netherlands, and the United
States. Its analysis of the interactions between macro- and micro-level
factors incorporates the disciplinary perspectives of political science,
mass communications, sociology, and social psychology. These essays
show that media’s effects on politics are the product of often complex
and contingent interactions among various causal factors, including me-
dia technologies, the structure of the media market, the legal and regu-
latory framework, the nature of basic political institutions, and the char-
acteristics of individual citizens. The authors’ conclusions challenge
many forms of conventional wisdom concerning the political roles and
effects of the mass media on regime support and change, on the politi-
cal behavior of citizens, and on the quality of democracy.

Richard Gunther is Professor of Political Science and Executive Director
of International Studies at Ohio State University. He has served as
cochair of the Social Science Research Council’s Subcommittee on
Southern Europe and as Director of the West European Studies Program
at Ohio State University. He is author of Public Policy in a No-Party State
(1980) and coauthor or coeditor of other volumes, including Spain after
Franco (1986), Elites and Democratic Consolidation in Latin America and
Southern Europe (1992), Society and Democracy: The Case of Spain
(1993), The Politics of Democratic Consolidation (1995), and Parties, Pol-
itics and Democracy in the New Southern Europe (2000).

Anthony Mughan is Professor of Political Science and Director of the
Undergraduate International Studies program at Ohio State University.
He formerly held positions at University College, Cardiff in Wales, and
at the Institute for Advanced Study at Australian National University. He
is author and editor of numerous books, including most recently Sen-
ates: Bicameralism in the Modern World (1999), Media and the Presiden-
tialization of Parlimentary Elections (2000), and articles in leading inter-
national journals.
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Editors
W. Lance Bennett, University of Washington
Robert M. Entman, North Carolina State University

Politics and relations among individuals in societies across the world are being
transformed by new technologies for targeting individuals and sophisticated
methods for shaping personalized messages. The new technologies challenge
boundaries of many kinds — between news, information, entertainment, and ad-
vertising; between media, with the arrival of the World Wide Web; and even be-
tween nations, with CNN, MTV, and the like being broadcast to every continent.

Communication, Society, and Politics is a new series that will probe the political
and social impacts of these new communication systems in national, compara-
tive, and global perspectives. It aims to lead a transition toward new, rigorous,
empirically grounded theoretical perspectives. The series will adopt an inclusive
definition of politics: the exercise of power within and between nations. It will
explore power in the new communication order through interdisciplinary and
critical approaches to the social, cultural, and economic underpinnings of po-
litically significant communication. While the series will strive for a diversity of
methods and views, it will emphasize works that address questions about
democracy, equality, justice, and other normative concerns.
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