
the cambridge companion to

REFORMATION THEOLOGY

The European Reformation of the sixteenth century was one of the most
formative periods in the history of Christian thought and remains one of
the most fascinating events in Western history. The Cambridge Companion
to Reformation Theology provides a comprehensive guide to the theology
and theologians of the period. Each of the eighteen chapters is written by a
leading authority in the field and provides an up-to-date account and anal-
ysis of the thought associated with a particular figure or movement. There
are chapters focusing on lesser reformers such as Martin Bucer, and on the
Catholic and Radical Reformations, as well as the major Protestant reform-
ers. A detailed bibliography and comprehensive index allows comparison
of the treatment of specific themes by different figures. This authoritative
and accessible guide will appeal to students of history and literature as well
as specialist theologians.

david bagchi is Lecturer in the History of Christian Thought, Depart-
ment of Theology, University of Hull. He is the author of Luther’s Earliest
Opponents (1991).

david c . ste inmetz is the Amos Ragan Kearns Professor of the History
of Christianity, Divinity School, Duke University. His major publications
include Misericordia Dei: The Theology of Johannes von Staupitz in its Late
Medieval Setting (1968);Reformers in theWings (1981); Staupitz and Luther
(1980); Luther in Context (1986); Memory andMission (1988); and The Bible
in the Sixteenth Century (1990).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521776627 - The Cambridge Companion to Reformation Theology
Edited by David Bagchi and David C. Steinmetz
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521776627
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge companions to rel ig ion

A series of companions to major topics and key figures in theology and
religious studies. Each volume contains specially commissioned chapters
by international scholars which provide an accessible and stimulating
introduction to the subject for new readers and non-specialists.

Other titles in the series
the cambridge companion to christ ian doctrine

edited by Colin Gunton (1997)
isbn 0 521 47118 4 hardback isbn 0 521 47695 8 paperback

the cambridge companion to bibl ical interpretation

edited by John Barton (1998)
i sbn 0 521 48144 9 hardback i sbn 0 521 48593 2 paperback

the cambridge companion to dietrich bonhoeffer

edited by John de Gruchy (1999)
i sbn 0 521 58258 x hardback i sbn 0 521 58751 6 paperback

the cambridge companion to liberation theology

edited by Chris Rowland (1999)
i sbn 0 521 46144 8 hardback i sbn 0 521 46707 1 paperback

the cambridge companion to karl barth

edited by John Webster (2000)
i sbn 0 521 58476 0 hardback i sbn 0 521 58560 0 paperback

the cambridge companion to christ ian ethics

edited by Robin Gill (2001)
i sbn 0 521 77070 x hardback i sbn 0 521 77918 9 paperback

the cambridge companion to jesus

edited by Markus Bockmuehl (2001)
i sbn 0 521 79261 4 hardback i sbn 0 521 79678 4 paperback

the cambridge companion to feminist theology

edited by Susan Frank Parsons (2002)
i sbn 0 521 66327 x hardback i sbn 0 521 66380 6 paperback

the cambridge companion to martin luther

edited by Donald K. McKim (2003)
i sbn 0 521 81648 3 hardback i sbn 0 521 01673 8 paperback

the cambridge companion to hans urs von balthasar

edited by Edward T. Oakes, S. J. and David Moss (2004)
i sbn 0 521 81467 7 hardback i sbn 0 521 89147 7 paperback

the cambridge companion to st paul

edited by James D. G. Dunn (2003)
i sbn 0 521 78155 8 hardback i sbn 0 521 78694 0 paperback

the cambridge companion to medieval jewish philosophy

edited by Daniel H. Frank and Oliver Leaman (2003)
i sbn 0 521 65207 3 hardback i sbn 0 521 65574 9 paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521776627 - The Cambridge Companion to Reformation Theology
Edited by David Bagchi and David C. Steinmetz
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521776627
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


the cambridge companion to postmodern theology

edited by Kevin J. Vanhoozer (2003)
i sbn 0 521 79062 x hardback i sbn 0 521 79395 5 paperback

the cambridge companion to john calvin

edited by Donald K. McKim (2004)
i sbn 0 521 81647 5 hardback i sbn 0 521 01672 x paperback

Forthcoming
the cambridge companion to the gospels

edited by Stephen C. Barton

the cambridge companion to islamic theology

edited by Tim Winter

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521776627 - The Cambridge Companion to Reformation Theology
Edited by David Bagchi and David C. Steinmetz
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521776627
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


the cambridge companion to

R E F O R M AT I O N T H E O L O G Y

edited by David Bagchi and David C. Steinmetz

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521776627 - The Cambridge Companion to Reformation Theology
Edited by David Bagchi and David C. Steinmetz
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521776627
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


publ ished by the press syndicate of the univers ity of cambridge

The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

cambridge univers ity press

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge, cb2 2ru, UK
40 West 20th Street, New York, ny 10011–4211, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcón 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain
Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org

C© Cambridge University Press 2004

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2004

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

Typeface Severin 10/13 pt. System LATEX 2ε [tb]

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
The Cambridge companion to Reformation theology / edited by David Bagchi and
David C. Steinmetz.

p. cm. – (Cambridge companions to religion)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 0 521 77224 9 – isbn 0 521 77662 7 (pbk.)
1. Reformation. 2. Theology, doctrinal – 16th century. i. Bagchi, David V. N., 1959–
ii. Steinmetz, David Curtis. iii. Series.
br305.3.c36 2004
230′.09′031 – dc22 2004045829

isbn 0 521 77224 9 hardback
isbn 0 521 77662 7 paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521776627 - The Cambridge Companion to Reformation Theology
Edited by David Bagchi and David C. Steinmetz
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521776627
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Notes on contributors ix

Introduction: the scope of Reformation theology 1
david bagchi and david c . ste inmetz

1 Late medieval theology 5
denis r . janz

2 Lollardy 15
wendy scase

3 Hussite theology and the law of God 22
thomas a . fudge

4 The theology of Erasmus 28
erika rummel

5 Luther 39
scott hendrix

6 Melanchthon 57
sachiko kusukawa

7 Confessional Lutheran theology 68
robert kolb

8 The theology of Zwingli 80
w. peter stephens

9 Bucer 100
ian hazlett

10 The theology of John Calvin 113
david c . ste inmetz

11 John Calvin and later Calvinism: the identity
of the Reformed tradition 130
richard a . muller

12 The theology of Thomas Cranmer 150
peter newman brooks

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521776627 - The Cambridge Companion to Reformation Theology
Edited by David Bagchi and David C. Steinmetz
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521776627
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


viii Contents

13 The theology of the English reformers 161
carl r . trueman

14 The Scottish Reformation: theology and theologians 174
david f. wright

15 An introduction to Anabaptist theology 194
werner o. packull

16 Catholic theologians of the Reformation period before
Trent 220
david bagchi

17 The Council of Trent 233
david c . ste inmetz

Conclusion: directions of future research 248
david c . ste inmetz and david bagchi

Select bibliography 257
Index 277

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521776627 - The Cambridge Companion to Reformation Theology
Edited by David Bagchi and David C. Steinmetz
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521776627
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Notes on contributors

David Bagchi is Lecturer in the History of Christian Thought at the University of
Hull, UK. His writings include Luther’s Earliest Opponents: Catholic
Controversialists 1518–25.

Peter Newman Brooks is Fellow emeritus in Ecclesiastical History, Robinson
College, Cambridge, UK. His writings include Thomas Cranmer’s Doctrine of the
eucharist and Cranmer in Context.

Thomas A. Fudge is Lecturer in History at the University of Canterbury,
Christchurch, New Zealand. His writings include The Magnificent Ride: The First
Reformation in Hussite Bohemia.

Ian Hazlett is Reader in Ecclesiastical History at the University of Glasgow, UK.
His work includes the editing of volume 5 of Bucer’s Latin works, in addition to
contributions to Bucer und seine Zeit, Martin Bucer and Sixteenth-Century Europe,
and Martin Bucer: Reforming Church and Community.

Scott Hendrix is James Hastings Nichols Distinguished Professor of Reformation
History and Doctrine, Princeton Theological Seminary, USA. His writings include
Ecclesia in via: Ecclesiological Development in Medieval Psalms Exegesis and the
Dictata super Psalterium (1513–15) of Martin Luther, Luther and the Papacy, and
Tradition and Authority in the Reformation.

Denis R. Janz is Provost Distinguished Professor of the History of Christianity,
Loyola University, New Orleans, USA. His writings include Luther and Late
Medieval Thomism and Luther and Thomas Aquinas.

Robert Kolb is Mission Professor of Systematic Theology and Director of the
Institute for Mission Studies at Concordia Theological Seminary, Missouri, USA.
His recent works include Luther’s Heirs Define his Legacy: Studies on Lutheran
Confessionalization and (edited with Timothy Wengert), The Book of Concord:
The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Sachiko Kusukawa is Fellow in the History and Philosophy of Science at Trinity
College, Cambridge, UK. Her writings include The Transformation of Natural
Philosophy: The Case of Philip Melanchthon and (ed.) Melanchthon: Orations on
Philosophy and Education.

Richard A. Muller is P. J. Zondervan Professor of Historical Theology, Calvin
Theological Seminary, Mississippi, USA. His writings include Christ and the

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521776627 - The Cambridge Companion to Reformation Theology
Edited by David Bagchi and David C. Steinmetz
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521776627
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


x Notes on contributors

Decree: Christology and Predestination in Reformed Theology from Calvin to Perkins
and The Unaccommodated Calvin. Studies in the Foundation of a Theological
Tradition.

Werner O. Packull was formerly Professor of History at Conrad Grebel College,
University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. His writings include Hutterite Beginnings.
Communitarian Experiments during the Reformation.

Erika Rummel is Professor of History at Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo,
Ontario, Canada. Her writings include Erasmus as Translator of the Classics, (ed.)
Erasmus’s Annotations on the New Testament, (ed.) Erasmus on Women, The
Humanist–Scholastic Debate in the Renaissance and the Reformation, and The
Confessionalization of Humanism in Reformation Germany.

Wendy Scase is Geoffrey Shepherd Professor of Medieval English Literature at the
University of Birmingham, UK. Her writings include Piers Plowman and the New
Anticlericalism and Reginald Pecock.

David C. Steinmetz is Amos Ragan Kearns Professor of the History of Christianity
at Duke University Divinity School, North Carolina, USA. His writings include
Calvin in Context, The Bible in the Sixteenth Century, and studies of Contarini and
Pole.

W. Peter Stephens is Professor emeritus of Church History at the University of
Aberdeen, UK. His writings include The Theology of Huldrych Zwingli and Zwingli:
An Introduction to his Thought.

Carl R. Trueman is Associate Professor of Church History and Historical Theology
at Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, USA. His writings include
Luther’s Legacy: Salvation and the English Reformers, 1525–1556.

David F. Wright is Professor emeritus of Patristic and Reformed Christianity at
the University of Edinburgh, UK. His works include articles on Knox and on the
fathers in the Scottish Reformation and (ed.) The Dictionary of Scottish Church
History and Theology.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521776627 - The Cambridge Companion to Reformation Theology
Edited by David Bagchi and David C. Steinmetz
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521776627
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

