
Biotechnology – the Making of a Global Controversy

Biotechnology is one of the fastest growing areas of scientific, techni-
cal and industrial innovation; it is also one of the most widely publi-
cised new technologies. Innovations as varied as the development of
genetic testing and therapies, genetically modified food crops, animal
and stem-cell cloning have given rise to increasingly prominent public
debates. Genetically modified soya and Dolly the sheep – to mention
the two most prominent events – led to world-wide controversies. While
the biotechnology industry initially assumed that regulatory processes
were the sole hurdle, it is now apparent that a second hurdle, national
and international public opinion, must be reckoned with.Biotechnology –
the Making of a Global Controversy brings together key findings from a
comparative study of public perceptions, media coverage and regulatory
frameworks of a newly emergent technology. With chapters from lead-
ing international experts in the field, the book contributes important
empirical and conceptual analyses to this crucial public debate.
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