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Far from merely reinvigorating relativism, postmodernism has
detected and expressed in our time a powerful nihilating process of
which truth and reality itself are the final casualties; and with these
morality and religion. Beginning, then, from the theological
reaches of philosophy, this book argues that gods played a crucial
part in modern philosophy, even when it was most critical of them;
that the dominant nihilism of Derrida is really an excessive and
misleading outcome of a contemporary philosophy which could
otherwise resonate with all that is best in our evolutionary image of
the universe; that moralists who turn to art in order to overcome
the fact—value version of a concomitant and deadly dualism do not
thereby rule out religion; and that a Christian theology which
recognises the evolutionary/historical conditions of faith and
revelation is once again producing a theology that builds upon the
best of contemporary philosophy and science.
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Religious Faith (1972), Jesus the Man and the Myth (1979) and Power and
Christian Ethics (Cambridge, 1994).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521772931
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521772931 - The Critique of Theological Reason
James P. Mackey

Frontmatter

More information

THE CRITIQUE OF
THEOLOGICAL REASON

JAMES P. MACKEY
University of Edinburgh

CAMBRIDGE

&/ UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521772931
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521772931 - The Critique of Theological Reason
James P. Mackey

Frontmatter

More information

PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 2ru, UK www.cup.cam.ac.uk
40 West 20th Street, New York, Ny 100114211, USA  www.cup.org
10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, Melbourne 3166, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcon 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain

© James P. Mackey 2000

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions of
relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place
without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2000
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
Typeset in Baskerville 11/12.5pt [VN]
A catalogue record for this book ts available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Mackey, James Patrick.
. om.
Includes bibliographical references.
ISBN 0 521 77203 I
1. Philosophical theology. 2. Postmodernism — Religious aspects — Christianity. 1. Title.
BT40.M25 2000
230 —dcar 99-05740%

ISBN 0 521 77293 1 hardback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521772931
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521772931 - The Critique of Theological Reason
James P. Mackey

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

PART ONE: HISTORIGAL—CRITICAL
Prologue

1 The status quo: genesis

2 The status quo: current affairs

3 Beginnings: old and new

PART TWO: CRITICAL-CGONSTRUCTIVE
Prologue

4 Morality and metaphysics

5 Art and the role of revelation

6 Revelation, religion and theology
Epilogue

Index

page 3

52

120

177
182
221

265
323

331

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521772931
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

