
Making Social Science Matter presents an exciting new approach to the
social and behavioral sciences. Instead of trying to emulate the natural
sciences and create a kind of general theory, Bent Flyvbjerg argues that
the strength of the social sciences lies in their rich, reXexive analysis of
values and power – so essential to the social and economic development
of society. Moving beyond the purely analytic or technical, Flyvbjerg
compares the theoretical study of human activity with real-world situ-
ations and demonstrates how the social sciences can become relevant
again in the modern world. Powerfully argued, with clear methodologi-
cal guidelines and practical examples, Making Social Science Matter
opens up a new future for the social sciences, freed from an inappropri-
ate and misleading comparison with the natural sciences. Its empower-
ing message will make it required reading for students and academics
across the social and behavioral sciences.

bent flyvbjerg is Professor of Planning, Department of Develop-
ment and Planning at Aalborg University, Denmark. He is the author of
numerous publications in twelve languages, most recently Rationality
and Power: Democracy in Practice (1998).
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A mind that is stretched to a new idea never returns to its original
dimension.
Oliver W. Holmes
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