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Roger Allen provides a comprehensive introductory survey of liter-
ary texts in Arabic, from their unknown beginnings in the fifth
century AD to the present day. The volume focuses on the major
genres of Arabic literature, dealing with Islam’s sacred text, the
Qur’an, and a wealth of poetry, narrative prose, drama and criti-
cism. Allen reveals the continuities that link the creative output of
the present day to the illustrious literary heritage of the past and
incorporates an enormously rich body of popular literature typified
most famously by The Arabian Nights. The volume is informed by
Western critical approaches, but within each chapter the emphasis
is on the texts themselves, with extensive quotations in English
translation. Reference features include a chronology and a guide to
further reading. A revised and abridged version of Allen’s
acclaimed study, The Arabic Literary Heritage, this book provides an
invaluable student introduction to a major non-Western literary
tradition.

ROGER ALLEN is Professor of Arabic at the University of
Pennsylvania. He is author of The Arabic Literary Heritage (1998), The
Arabic Novel (1982) and A Period of Tume (1992). He has published
more than forty journal articles on Arabic literature and translated
a number of modern Arabic narratives including Najib Mahfuz’s
Mirrors (1977) and Autumn Quail (1985).
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Preface

As a scholar in Arabic literature and the teacher of a university-level
course on Arabic literary history, I have for some time been experiment-
ing with different ways of presenting the subject to university students
with a broad range of humanistic interests and also to a more general
reading public. I have often asked my own students to comment on the
merits of previous attempts at writing a history of Arabic literature and
to prepare outlines for a new approach to the topic. I am therefore espe-
cially pleased to acknowledge here that many of the principles used in
preparing this work are as much a reflection of classroom debates and
essay responses as of profitable discussions with academic colleagues.

I have written this book without resorting to footnotes, and so I cannot
acknowledge in the time-honoured fashion the debt that I owe to numer-
ous colleagues whose critical studies of the Arabic literary tradition are
reflected in the pages that follow. I can only express the hope that the
guide to further reading listed at the end of the work will convey some
idea of the extent to which I am grateful for their insights. I might
perhaps take a leaf out of the book of the Middle East’s primary joke-
ster, Juha, and suggest that those who know what those sources of my
inspiration are might tell those who do not.

Several of my colleagues have done me the great service of reading
portions of this work in advance of its publication. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank them all for their wise counsel and gentle cor-
rection, while absolving them of all responsibility for the result: Geert
Jan van Gelder, Peter Heath, Salma Khadra al-Jayyusi, Hilary
Kilpatrick, Everett Rowson, Yasir Saqr, Michael Sells, and William
Smyth.

vil

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521772303
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521772303 - An Introduction to Arabic Literature
Roger Allen

Frontmatter

More information

Note on translation, translteration, and further reading

A few words need to be said about various aspects of the text and the
conventions that it uses. Firstly, translation: except where indicated in the
text itself, the translations in the book are my own.

Secondly, on transliteration: the literary works that are the focus of
this volume have been composed in Arabic. Thus, in discussing them in
English, a system of transliteration is needed whereby the written
symbols of Arabic are represented from the repertoire of the English
alphabet. Scholars working in Arabic studies have devised a number of
different systems for doing this, in part reflecting the conventions of
writing and pronunciation within their own language systems. In
English scholarly discourse on this field, the system of transliteration
that is most widespread is the one devised by the Library of Congress in
the United States, also used with minor adjustments by the British
Library. The basic outlines of this system are used in this book.

The Library of Congress system uses a written symbol from the
English alphabet to replicate an equivalent written symbol in Arabic. It
makes no attempt to reproduce exactly the way in which the Arabic
words are pronounced. Thus, while the Arabic names and titles translit-
erated in this book will give some idea of how the written symbols will
sound, the equivalence is not (and cannot be) anything approaching
complete. Beyond the usual English alphabet set, two other symbols are
used: the left-facing single quotation-mark (°) represents the Arabic
glottal stop (called hamzah), such as is represented by the hyphen in the
word re-enter; and the superscript ¢ () represents a sound for which
English has no equivalent, but which linguists term a pharyngeal plosive
(the name of the Arabic phoneme is ‘ayn). Furthermore, the Arabic lan-
guage makes use of several written symbols and pronounced sounds that
are not found in the English language system. To represent these sounds
and symbols in transliteration, the Library of Congress system makes
use of a series of supplementary markings (usually called diacritics) in

viil
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Note on translation, transhiteration X

order to indicate the presence of these intrinsically Semitic phenomena:
dots under certain consonants to indicate that they are emphatic and
elongation signs (macrons) over vowels to show that their pronunciation
time is longer than that of the short vowels.

Lastly, regarding the Guide to Further Reading: bearing in mind the
nature and breadth of the subject matter of this work, it is obviously
impossible to provide anything approaching a complete bibliography on
any topic or even sub-topic; I might note that the reasons lie not only in
the bulk of what would result, but the extreme inaccessibility of some of
the sources involved. The Guide to Further Reading, which is divided
into sections relating to the various chapters, is thus intended to give
samples of work on the particular genre and subject involved; it is my
hope that readers who find their interests aroused by this book may use
such studies and translations as a trigger to yet further investigations.
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Chronology

Note: In the case of authors, the dates involved are the approximate year of

death

Historical events/people Literary events/people

500 al-Muhalhil

533 Imru’ al-Qays

¢. 570 Birth of Muhammad al-Shanfara (?)
Ta’abbata sharran (?)
al-Muraqqish
Tarafah

600
‘Amr ibn Kulthtm
al-Harith ibn Hillizah
‘Amr ibn Qamr’ah
‘Ad1 ibn Zayd
Zuhayr ibn AbT Sulma
‘Antarah

622 Hyjrah from Mecca to Medina Durayd ibn al-Simmah

632 Death of Muhammad Al-A‘sha

635 Capture of Damascus by Muslims

636 Battle of Qadisiyyah; defeat of Sasani

(Persian) army al-Khansa’

63744 Conquests of Syria, Iraq, Egypt

640 Establishment of al-Kafah and Qays ibn Mulawwabh (?)
al-Basrah as garrison cities in Iraq

650 Standardisation of Qur’anic text
656 Murder of Caliph ‘Uthman
657 Battle of Siffin

661 Assassination of Caliph “Alr; Labid
beginning of UmawT dynasty al-Hutay’ah
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Chronology x1
Historical events/people Literary events/people
670 Establishment of Qayrawan in Tunisia ~ Hassan ibn Thabit

680 Battle of Karbala’
685-91  Dome of the Rock built in Jerusalem

700
Jamil
Layla al-Akhyaliyyah
705 Building of Great Mosque in Damascus — al-*Ajjaj
710 Tariq crosses into Spain al-Akhtal
705-15  Capture of Bukhara and Samarkand
732 Battle of Tours; Charles Martel ‘Umar ibn Abt Rabi‘ah
defeats Muslims Kuthayyir
Jarir

al-Farazdaq
al-Tirimmah

‘Dha al-Rummah’

al-‘Arjt
747 Beginning of ‘Abbast revolt in Kharasan al-Walid ibn Yazid
750 Fall of Umawt caliphate; ‘Abd al-hamid al-katib
‘Abbast caliphs come to power
755-1031 Umaw1 dynasty in Cordoba ibn al-Mugqaffa®
762 Foundation of Baghdad Abu Hanifah

Abt ‘Amr ibn al-‘Ala’
Hammad al-Rawiyah
ibn Ishaq
Bashshar ibn Burd
al-Mufaddal al-Dabbit
785 Work begins on Great Mosque in al-Khalil ibn Ahmad
Cordoba

786-80g Caliphate of Haran al-Rashid Malik ibn Anas
Khalaf al-ahmar
Stbawayh

8oo Rabi‘ah al-‘Adawiyyah

803 Fall of Barmaki family in Baghdad Abu Nuwas
‘Abbas ibn al-Ahnaf
Ibrahim al-Mawsilt
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xii Chronology

Historical events/people

Literary events/people

827 Caliph al-Ma’miin declares Mu‘tazilt
doctrine to be orthdoxy; conquest of
Sicily

832 Foundation of Bayt al-Hikmah library
in Baghdad

836-89 Foundation of Samarra’ as Abbast
capital

869-83 Zanj rebellion

871 Sack of al-Basrah by Zanj forces

900

goI Establishment of Zaydr state in Yemen
908 Ibn al-Mu‘tazz is caliph for one day
909 Fatimi caliphate in Tunisia

922 Execution of mystic, al-Hallaj

945 Bayids assume control in Baghdad

al-ShafiT
Muslim ibn al-Walid

Abu al-‘Atahiyah
al-Asma‘T

ibn Hisham

Ibrahim ibn al-Mahdt
al-Kindt

Ahmad ibn Hanbal
Abt Tammam

ibn Sallam al-Jumaht
al-Khwarizmi

Ishaq al-Mawsilt
Ziryab

Dha al-nan al-MisiT
al-Jahiz

ibn Qutaybah
al-Mubarrad
al-Bukhart

al-Kindt
al-Baladhurt

ibn al-Ramt
al-Buhturt

ibn Abi al-Dunya

ibn Abt Tahir Tayfar

Tha‘lab
al-Ya‘qabt

ibn al-Mu‘tazz

al-Tabart
Qudamabh ibn Ja‘far
ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi
al-Ash‘art
al-Mutanabbt
al-Farabt
al-Mas‘adt
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Chronology xiil
Historical events/people Literary events/people
al-Istakhrt
Abu Bakr al-Sult
Muhammad al-Niffart
al-Qalt
Abu Firas
Abu al-faraj al-Isfahant
969 Conquest of Cairo by Fatim1 general,
Jawhar
975 Foundation of al-Azhar mosque- ibn Hani’
university in Cairo al-Amidt
al-Sahib ibn “Abbad
ibn Hawqal
998-1030 Mahmid of Ghaznah rules in
Eastern Iran
al-Tanukht

ibn al-Nadim

1000
al-Qadr al-Jurjani
Abu Bakr al-Khwarizmi
Abu Hilal al-‘Askart
Badi® al-zaman al-
Hamadhant
al-Bagjllant
al-Sharif al-Radrt
ibn Darraj
ibn Shuhayd
Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidt
1031 Collapse of Umawr caliphate in Miskawayh
Cordoba al-Tha‘alibt
ibn Khafajah
ibn Sina
1052 Migration of Bant Hilal across al-Birant
North Africa Abt al-*Ala’ al-Ma‘arri

1055 Saljuq Turks capture Baghdad

1071 Battle of Manzikert: Saljugs ibn Hazm
occupy Anatolia ibn Rashiq
al-Qushayrt
‘Abd al-qahir al-Jurjant
Walladah

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521772303
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521772303 - An Introduction to Arabic Literature
Roger Allen

Frontmatter

More information

X1V Chronology

Historical events/people Literary events/people

1085 Christians in Spain capture Toledo ibn Zaydun
1091 Loss of Sicily to Normans

1092 Nizam al-mulk murdered by Assassins

1095 Pope Urban calls for Crusade

1099 Crusaders capture Jerusalem

1100
al-Ghazalt
“Umar al-Khayyam
al-A'ma al-Tuglt
ibn Hamdis

1147 Second Crusade al-Hartrt
‘Abd al-qadir al-Jilant
al-Idrist
al-Zamakhshart

1171 End of Fatim1 caliphate ibn Quzman

1174—93 Reign of Salah al-din (Saladin)
Ahmad al-RifaT
ibn Tufayl

1187 Crusaders defeated by Salah al-din
ibn Rushd
Usamah ibn Munqidh
Shihab al-din Yahya

al-Suhrawardt

1200
ibn al-Jawzi
al-Qadr al-Fadil
‘Imad al-din al-Isfahant
Maimonides
ibn Jubayr
ibn Sana’ al-Mulk
1219 Mongols under Jingiz Khan invade
Islamic lands
‘Attar
1229  Jerusalem handed over to Christians ~ Yaqat
Shihab al-din ‘Umar
al-Suhrawardt
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Chronology

Historical events/people

Literary events/people

1236
1248
1250

1254
1256—60

1258
1260

12611520

1291

1300

1303

1324

1348
1349

1369
1370-80

1380-87

1400

Christians in Spain capture Cordoba
Christians in Spain capture Seville
Mamliuks come to power in Cairo

King Alfonso establishes school in
Seville

Hulaga Khan leads Mongol army
to Baghdad

End of “Abbast caliphate

Battle of “Ayn Jalut; Mongols defeated
by Mamlaks under Baybars

Mamlik dynasty rules Egypt

Expulsion of Crusaders from Palestine

Mongols defeated by Mamliks in
Egypt

Mansa Mast, King of Malr;
University of Timbuktt

Black Death reaches Egypt

Muslim missionaries in Nigeria (Kano)

Timar Lang occupies Kharasan

Timar Lang conquers much of
Central Asia

Timar conquers Iran

ibn al-Farid
ibn al-‘Arabt

al-Tifasht

Jalal al-din Ram1
al-Shustart

ibn Malik

ibn Sayqal al-Jazart
al-Shabb al-Zarif
al-Baydawt

ibn Khallikan
al-Basut

ibn Manzar
ibn Daniyal

ibn Taymiyyah
al-Nuwayri
Saff al-din al-Hillt

Salah al-din al-Safadi

ibn Qayyim
al-Jawziyyah

ibn Nubatah

Lisan al-din ibn al-Khatib

ibn Battatah
Hafiz

al-Fayrazabadi
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XVl Chronology

Historical events/people

Literary events/people

1400 Islam reaches Java
1402 Death of Timar Lang
1453 Capture of Constantinople by Ottomans
1499 Isma‘il establishes Safavi dynasty in Iran
1500
1508 Safavis capture Baghdad
1516 Selim the Grim captures Cairo
1520-66  Reign of Ottoman Sultan Sulayman
the Magnificent
1521 Ottoman capture of Belgrade
1522 Ottoman conquest of Rhodes
1529 Ottoman siege of Vienna
1549 Ottoman forces reach Yemen
1550 Sinan builds Suleymaniye Mosque

in Istanbul

1556—1605 Akbar assumes power in Mughal

India
1600
1622 English capture Hormuz
1653 Taj Mahal completed by Shah Jihan
1668 Ottoman conquest of Crete
1683 Ottomans besiege Vienna
1699 Treaty of Karlowitz
1700

ibn Khaldtn
al-Maqrizi
al-Ghuzalt
al-Qalqashandt
al-Ibshtht

ibn ‘Arabshah

al-Suyut
ibn Malik al-Hamaw1t

ibn Iyas

al-Sha‘rant

al-Maqqart
Shihab al-din al-Khafajt

‘Abd al-ghant
al-Nabulust

Bishop Germanus Farhat
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Chronology

Historical events/people

xvil

Literary events/people

1745
1765

1770-89
1773
1774

1783
1789-1807
1798
1796

1800
18034
180548
1806
1811

182024
1823
1830
1834

186061
1866

1869
1877

1881

1882
1885

Wahhabis established at Dar‘iyyah,
Arabia

English East India Company takes
over administration of Bengal

Yasuf Shihab, Amir of Lebanon
Sa‘adt dynasty in al-Riyad

Treaty of Kuchuk Kaynarji between
Russia and Ottomans

Russia seizes Crimea

Reign of Selim III, Ottoman Sultan
Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt

Qajar dynasty in Iran

Wahhabis capture Mecca and Medina
Muhammad ‘Al viceroy of Egypt
Wahhabis capture Mecca

Mamliks massacred on orders of
Muhammad ‘Alt

Egyptians conquer Sudan
Arabic press in Cairo
French invade Algeria

Arabic press in Beirut

Civil War in Syria

Foundation of Syrian Protestant
College in Beirut (AUB)

Suez Canal opened

Anglo-French control of Egyptian
finances

French occupy Tunisia; “‘Urabt Revolt
in Egypt
British occupy Egypt

Mahdrt’s revolt in Sudan; General
Gordon killed in al-Khartam

al-Amir al-San‘ant
al-Idkawi
al-Zabidt

Ahmad al-Tgjant
al-Jabartt

Shaykh Hasan al-*Attar
Maran al-Naqqash
Nasif al-Yazyt

Rifa‘ah al-Tahtawt

Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq
Husayn al-Marsaft
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XViil

Chronology

Historical events/people

Literary events/people

1893

1898

1900

1908

1909
1912

1915
1916

1917

1919

1920

1921
1922
1923
1924

1927
1929

French arrive in Timbukta

Defeat of Sudanese forces by General
Kitchener

Ottoman Sultan ‘Abd al-hamid deposed
by Young Turks

Anglo-Persian Oil Company founded
Franco-Spanish protectorate of Morocco
Arab revolt against Ottoman government

Sykes—Picot Agreement regarding
disposition of Middle East following
First World War

Balfour Declaration

Popular uprising in Egypt; first
proclamation of Mustafa Kemal (Ataturk)
in Turkey

Turkish War of Independence; revolt in
Iraq; French capture Damascus

Reza Shah Pahlevi assumes power in Iran
Discovery of Tutankhamiin’s tomb in Egypt
Declaration of Turkish Republic

Abolition of the caliphate; first Egyptian
parliament

Beginnings of Muslim Brethren in Egypt

Growing unrest in Palestine

Muhammad “‘Uthman
Jalal
Jamal al-din ‘al-Afghant’

‘Abd al-rahman
al-Kawakibt

Abt Khalil al-Qabbant

Muhammad ‘Abduh

Mahmid Samt al-Baradt

Ya‘qub Sanna

Shiblt Shumayyil

Shaykh Salamah
al-Hiyjazt

Muhammad Taymar

Farah Antan

Mustafa Lutft
al-Manfalatt
Shaykh Ahmad Bamba

Sa‘d Zaghlal
Muhammad
al-Muwayliht
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Chronology

Historical events/people

XIX

Literary events/people

1932

1933
1935
1938

1945
1947

1048

1951

1952
1954

1955

1956

1958

1961

1962

Foundation of Arab Academy in Cairo

‘Abd al-‘aziz becomes King of Sa‘tdr
Arabia

Italy invades Ethiopia
Death of Ataturk

League of Arab States created in Cairo

Independence of India; creation of
Pakistan

War in Palestine; State of Israel established

Muhammad Mosaddeg Prime Minister of

Iran; Husayn becomes King of Jordan

Revolution in Egypt

Jamal ‘Abd al-nasir (Nasser) comes to

power; beginning of Algerian War of
Independence; Czech arms agreement
with Egypt

Afro-Asian Conference in Bandung,
Indonesia

Egypt nationalises Suez Canal;

Tripartite (British, French, Israeli)
invasion of Suez; Sudan, Tunisia,
and Morocco gain independence

Revolution in Iraq; United Arab
Republic (Egypt & Syria) created;
Lebanese political unrest

Kuwait independence; Socialist Laws
in Egypt; revolution in Yemen

End of Algerian War; independence

Khalil Jubran
Hafiz Ibrahim
Ahmad Shawqt

Abu al-qasim al-Shabbit
Rashid Rida

Jamil Sidqt al-Zahawi
Mayy Ziyadah
Muhammad Igbal
Ma‘raf al-Rusafi

Salamah Musa

Anton Sa‘adah
Hasan al-Banna
Khalil Mutran
Khalil Baydas
‘Alr al-Du‘ajt

Mahmud Tahir Lashin

Muhammad Husayn
Haykal

Iliyya Aba Madt
Jarj Abyad
Bayram al-Tanist

Ahmad Lutft al-Sayyid
Mariin ‘Abbad

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521772303
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521772303 - An Introduction to Arabic Literature

Roger Allen
Frontmatter
More information

XX

Chronology

Historical events/people

Literary events/people

1964

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971
1973

1975-88
1976

1977
1979
197588
1981

1982

1987

1988

PLO established; King Sa‘td of
Sa‘tdr Arabia replaced by King
Faysal

June War between Israel and Arab states

Hafiz al-Asad becomes President of
Syria; Yasir ‘Arafat leader of PLO

General NumayrT seizes power in the
Sudan; Libyan revolution led by
Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhaft

Aswan High Dam completed; fighting
in Jordan (Black September); death

of ‘Abd al-nasir; Anwar al-Sadat
President of Egypt

Establishment of United Arab
Emirates in Gulf

October crossing (Ramadan/Yom
Kippur War)

Lebanese civil war

Fall of Tall al-Za‘tar Palestinian refugee
camp

Camp David accords between Egypt and
Israel

Revolution in Iran brings Imam
Khomeint to power

Lebanese civil war
Assassination of President Anwar al-Sadat

Israel invades Lebanon; Sabra and
Shatilah Camp massacres

Palestinian intifadah

‘Abbas Mahmud
al-“Aqqad

Sayyid Qutb

Badr Shakir al-Sayyab

Muhammad Mandar

Husayn Muruwwah

Bisharah al-Khart

Tawfiq Sayigh

Taha Husayn
Mahmad Taymar

Salah ‘Abd al-Sabar
Khalil Hawt

Michel ‘Aflaq

Tawfiq al-Hakim

Yasuf al-Khal

Nobel Award to Najib
Mabhfuz

Mikha’1l Nu‘aymah

Dha al-nan Ayyab

Tawfiq Yosuf ‘Awwad
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Chronology XX1
Historical events/people Literary events/people
199091 Gulf War: Western forces attack
Iraq after its occupation of Kuwait

Yasuf Idrts

Yahya Haqqr
1994 Jabra Ibrahim Jabra
1996 Emil Habibt
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