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Nathalie Sarraute, who died in 1999, is now regarded as one of the
major French novelists of the twentieth century. Initially hailed as
a leading theorist and exemplar of the nouveau roman, she has come
to be regarded as an important author in her own right with her
own distinctive concerns. In this major new study of Sarraute,
Ann Jefferson offers a fresh perspective on Sarraute’s oeuvre — her
novels, her outstanding autobiography Enfance and her influential
critical writings — by focusing on the crucial issue of difference
which emerges as one of her central preoccupations. Drawing on a
variety of critical approaches, Jefferson explores Sarraute’s funda-
mental ambivalence towards differences of various kinds including
questions of gender and genre. She argues that difference is
simultaneously asserted and denied in Sarraute’s work, and that the
notion of difference, so often celebrated by other writers and think-
ers, is shown in Sarraute’s work to be inseparable from ambiguity
and anxiety.

Ann Jefferson is Fellow and Tutor in French at New College,
Oxford. She is author of 7The Nouveau Roman and the Poetics of Fiction
(1980), Reading Realism in Stendhal (1988), and co-author of Modern
Literary Theory: A Comparative Introduction (1982, rev. edn 1986). She
also co-edited the Pléiade edition of Nathalie Sarraute’s complete

works (1997).
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We can find no scar,
But internal difference,
Where the Meanings, are.
Emily Dickinson
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