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This book is the first systematic analysis of German public opinion at
the outbreak of the Great War and the first treatment of the myth of the
“spirit of 1914,” which stated that in August 1914 all Germans felt “war
enthusiasm” and that this enthusiasm constituted a critical moment in
which German society was transformed. Jeffrey Verhey’s powerful study
demonstrates that the myth was historically inaccurate. Although intel-
lectuals and much of the upper class were enthusiastic, the emotions and
opinions of most of the population were far more complex and contra-
dictory. Jeffrey Verhey further examines the development of the myth in
newspapers, politics, and propaganda, and the propagation and appro-
priation of this myth after the war. His innovative analysis sheds new
light on the German experience of the Great War and on the role of
political myths in modern German political culture.
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Enthusiasm always does, and always must, defeat him who is not so
enthusiastic. It is not the power of the army nor even of the weapons, it is
the strength of the will alone which achieves victories.

Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Addresses to the 
German Nation, Eighth Address (1808)

. . . the people’s war. Any nation that uses it intelligently will, as a rule,
gain some superiority over those who disdain its use. If this is so, the
question only remains whether mankind at large will gain by this further
expansion of this element of war; a question to which the answer should
be the same as to the question of war itself. We shall leave both to the
philosophers. Carl von Clausewitz, On War, Book 6, chapter 26 (1832)
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