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THE DRAVIDIAN LANGUAGES

The Dravidian languages are spoken by over 200 million people in South
Asia and in diaspora communities around the world, and constitute the
world’s fifth largest language family. It consists of about twenty-six lan-
guages in total including Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada and Telugu, as well as
over twenty non-literary languages. In this book, Bhadriraju Krishnamurti,
one of the most eminent Dravidianists of our time and an Honorary Member
of the Linguistic Society of America, provides a comprehensive study of
the phonological and grammatical structure of the whole Dravidian family
from different aspects. He describes its history and writing system, dis-
cusses its structure and typology, and considers its lexicon. Distant and
more recent contacts between Dravidian and other language groups are
also discussed.

With its comprehensive coverage this book will be welcomed by all
students of Dravidian languages and will be of interest to linguists in
various branches of the discipline as well as Indologists.

BHADRIRAJU KRISHNAMURTI is a leading linguist in India and one of the
world’s renowned historical and comparative linguists, specializing in the
Dravidian family of languages. He has published over twenty books in
English and Telugu and over a hundred research papers. His books include
Telugu Verbal Bases: a Comparative and Descriptive Study (1961), Konda
or Kubi, a Dravidian Language (1969), A Grammar of Modern Telugu
(with J. P. L. Gwynn, 1985), Language, Education and Society (1998) and
Comparative Dravidian Linguistics: Current Perspectives (2001).
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PREFACE

This volume is the result of two years of concentrated reading, reflection and writing,
from September 1999 to October 2001, with many years of research and study prior to it.
This work differs somewhat in focus and scope from the other volumes in the Cambridge
Language Surveys series. My focus is on historical and comparative aspects of the
Dravidian languages, although I have not altogether neglected descriptive and typological
ones. There have been several descriptive studies of the Dravidian languages, though
they are not comprehensive, for instance, Andronov’s Dravidian Languages (1970) and,
more recently, The Dravidian Languages (1998) edited by Sanford B. Steever. The
second book is more substantial, although it covers only ten out of twenty-six or so
known Dravidian languages; it has two chapters each devoted to Tamil and Telugu,
representing old and modern varieties. Caldwell’s pioneering work of 1856 (revised in
1875 and 1919, reprinted 1956, 1961) has remained the solitary model in the field for
nearly a century. Jules Bloch’s Structure grammaticale des langues dravidiennes (1946;
English translation by R. G. Harshe 1954) has a descriptive title, but a comparative
focus; it deals with specific problems of morphology based on data of newly studied
languages like Gondi, Kui, Kurux, Malto, Brahui etc. Zvelebil’s survey monograph of
1990 is a broad sketch (156 pages) of major issues in phonology and morphology up
to that period. It has a useful summary for the kind of interest that scholars outside
hardcore linguistics have in comparative Dravidian studies, under the titles ‘Dravidian
and Harappan’, ‘Dravidian and Ural Altaic’, ‘Dravidian and Elamite’ and ‘Dravidian
and Japanese’, although these topics take up half of the volume.

Research and publication in Dravidian studies during the twentieth century was con-
cerned mostly with problems of comparative phonology and we are now fairly certain
about the phonological system of Proto-Dravidian and how it has developed in indivi-
dual languages. The publication of the monumental Dravidian Etymological Dictionary
(1961, 2nd revised edition 1984) by T. Burrow and M. B. Emeneau as well as R. L.
Turner’s Comparative Dictionary of the Indo-Aryan Languages (1966) has both pro-
moted and facilitated studies in comparative phonology (see my survey articles 1969b,

1980, 2001b). There were, however, several articles on different aspects of morphology
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Xvi Preface

by a wide range of scholars: L. V. Ramswami Aiyar, M. B. Emeneau, Bh. Krishnamurti,
K. V. Zvelebil, P. S. Subrahmanyam, S. B. Steever, etc. but much remains to be done.
There were only two publications covering comparative morphology: Dravidian Verb
Morphology: a Comparative Study by P. S. Subrahmanyam (1971) and Dravidian Nouns:
a Comparative Study by S. V. Shanmugam (1971a). These works are quite comprehen-
sive but they are the first of their kind in the field. There has not been much study and
discussion of these monographs during the past three decades. These books have been
my primary sources for comparative data on noun and verb morphology, although I have
not always accepted their reconstructions or conclusions. Then came Steever’s ground-
breaking work on serial verbs (1988, 1993), which has widened our understanding of
composite verbs, mainly in South Dravidian II, but I have reservations on some of his
proposals and reconstructions. The Chomskyan revolution has attracted many young
linguists into looking at their own language data from a generative-transformational
point of view. In the second half of the twentieth century, the Linguistics Departments
in India could not get many young scholars interested either in fieldwork and study of
new, unexplored languages, or in historical and comparative linguistics.

Emeneau’s Kota Texts (1944—6) was the major work after the publication of volume I'V:
Munda and Dravidian Languages in 1906 by George Grierson as part of the Linguistic
Survey of India. A number of new languages of central India were studied and described
by T. Burrow and S. Bhattacharya (1953: Parji, 1970: Pengo; notes on Kui—Kuvi 1961,
1963). Bhattacharya published sketches of Ollari (1957) and Naiki (1961). Emeneau’s
Kolami (1955b), Krishnamurti’s Konda (1969a), Israel’s Kuvi (1979) and Bhaskararao’s
Konekor Gadaba (1980) have added to the enrichment of our knowledge of the Dravidian
languages of central India. They also provided us with an opportunity to look at the
problem of subgrouping of the Dravidian languages afresh.

During 1960-85, the Department of Linguistics of Annamalai University brought out
many studies on comparative aspects of Dravidian as well as descriptions of individual
languages of southern India, namely Irula, Toda, Kota, Kodagu etc. Dieter B. Kapp has
a voluminous study of the grammar and vocabulary of Alu Kurumba Naya" (1984a).
Emeneau’s comprehensive grammar and texts of Toda came out in 1984. B. P. Mahapatra
presented a modern description of Malto (1979). The founding of the International
Journal of Dravidian Linguistics in 1972 by V. 1. Subramoniam of Kerala University has
provided an organ for publication of research on Dravidian linguistics. It is a bi-annual
and is issued regularly, although on an austere budget. It does require improvement in
quality of production. There have been several unpublished dissertations on different
tribal languages at universities and institutes, Indian and foreign, some of which are
not easily accessible, for instance, Diffloth’s Irula, Garman’s Kodagu, Andrea’s Muria
Gondi, Ekka’s Kurux, and Pilot-Raichoor’s Badaga. Some significant dissertations on
a comparative study of South Dravidian II and Central Dravidian were produced at
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Preface Xvii

Osmania University in the 1980s, especially Sumati (1982), Suvarchala (1984) and
G. U. Rao (1987b).

We see that, in the latter half of the twentieth century, many new Dravidian languages
have come to light and there has also been considerable research on the major literary
languages. Therefore, the time is ripe to take a look at the structural, typological and
historical linkages relating different Dravidian languages. T. Burrow, while writing a
foreword to my Konda or Kitbi, a Dravidian Language (1969a), says: ‘The book provides
a solid basis for comparative Dravidian studies. The time is approaching when a serious
attempt at a comparative grammar of Dravidian can be made, and pioneering works of
this kind will make this achievement possible’ (p. xvii). I do not claim this book to be a
comparative grammar of the Dravidian languages, but it does, I hope, lay the foundation
for such a comprehensive work in the future.

I dedicate this book, a lifetime labour of love, to my teacher, mentor and Guru
(since 1955), M. B. Emeneau, the leading living Indologist and a renowned authority
on comparative Dravidian, and to my teacher in historical linguistics at the University
of Pennsylvania and my well-wisher, ever since, Henry M. Hoenigswald, whose scho-
larly contribution, I consider, has brought scientific rigour to the field of historical and
comparative linguistics.
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NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION
AND SYMBOLS

Transliteration

The citation forms from different languages are phonemic for all the literary languages,
and for Toda, Kota, Kodagu of South Dravidian, Konda and Pengo of South-Central
Dravidian, Kolami, Parji, Ollari and Kondekor Gadaba of Central Dravidian, and Malto
(Mahapatra) of North Dravidian. For the rest of the languages, the forms are apparently
written in a ‘broad transcription’ bordering on truly phonemic representation, in some
cases, e.g. Israel’s Kuvi and Bray’s Brahui. Some are not reliable, like the transliteration
of different Gondi dialects described by various administrators and missionaries, e.g.
Kuvi (F), (S) and Droese’s Malto. In general, the plan of Burrow and Emeneau in copying
the spellings as they occurred in different sources in citing cognates in DEDR is followed,
except for two important changes, i.e. (1) and (2) below; (3) to (9) explain the symbols
which do not differ from the ones also used in DEDR.

(1) Long vowels are marked with different diacritics in DEDR (copied as they were
in source materials). Here they are normalized by the use of a macron over the vowel,
sometimes indicated by [:].

(2) Retroflex consonants are indicated by a subdot: stopst, d, nasal n, lateral 1, flap r,
sibilant s, and frictionless continuant or approximant z. This last one replaces a number
of symbols used in the literature since Caldwell’s time (1856), namely r, 1, 1, z, t; the last
symbol is used by DEDR. Old Tamil aytam [.".] is marked by [h]. For the reconstructed
stages of Proto-Dravidian or other proto-stages, I have used [w] to represent the bilabial
semivowel consistently, and not [v]. I consider the Proto-Dravidian semivowel to be a
bilabial. Similarly I preferred for Telugu /w/ instead of /v/. It must be noted that in no
Dravidian language do [w] and [v] contrast.

(3) Alveolars are marked by a subscript bar where they are distinguished from dentals
which do not carry any diacritic: dentals t, d, n, alveolars t, d, n; in the literary languages
of south India, alveolar [d] became a voiced alveolar trill, marked [r]. Normally only [n]
without a diacritic is used if dental-alveolar contrast is not present, as in Proto-Dravidian.
Both Old and Modern Tamil distinguish the two nasals in orthography because of a few
contrasts in Old Tamil; these are indicated as [n] dental and [n] alveolar.
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Note on transliteration and symbols XXi

(4) The velar nasal is represented by two symbols [11] for the literary languages Kodagu
and Tulu, where it is conventionally used, and [p] in the case of the other non-literary
languages of South Dravidian II and Central Dravidian; [f1] is a palatal nasal.

(5) In the Nilgiri languages: [i] = high back unrounded vowel (it is also used to
represent the word-final enunciative vowel in Tamil, Kodagu and Tulu), [ii] = high front
rounded vowel, [¢] = mid central unrounded vowel, [6] = mid central rounded vowel;
Tulu [é] = [#] higher low front unrounded vowel. In Toda ¢ = [ts], z, = [dz] , ¢ =
[ts], J = [tZ]; 6 = voiceless dental fricative, x = voiceless velar fricative; ¥ and t are
voiceless laterals of alveolar and retroflex series, respectively; among the sibilants s, z
are alveolar, §, Z are alveolo-palatal and s, z are retroflex.

(6) [?] marks a glottal stop in South Dravidian II; Gondi -1r is of uncertain phonetic
value; it could be either a geminated flap or an alveolar trill -r- contrasting with flap
-r-. Kuvi (S) z = [ts], ch = [¢]. We do not know how to interpret Fitzgerald’s word-
initial vw-. In the Hill-Maria dialect of Gondi [r] represents a uvular » corresponding
to South Dravidian [-r-] or Proto-Dravidian *t. In Konda the voiceless alveolar trill is
transcribed [R].

(7) Kurux and Brahui kh = [x] voiceless uvular fricative; Malto q = [q] voiceless
uvular stop; the corresponding voiced ones are written gh = [¥] and [g], respectively.
What is written as [n] in Malto by Droese appears to be a palatal nasal [ﬁ].

(8) The name of the language which used to be spelt Kurukh has been changed here
to the way it is pronounced [Kurux].

(9) Whenever a phonetic representation of a cited form is given within [ ], I have
followed a combination of IPA symbols with established Roman types used in Indological
publications. For instance, IPA uses a diacritic for dental stops and leaves alveolars
unmarked, whereas in Dravidian a subscript bar is used for alveolars and the dentals are
left unmarked because phonemically /n/ goes with dental stops in South Asian languages,
in most of which dental and alveolar stops do not contrast.

(10) Sometimes the verbs are given in the entries with their infinitive morphs,
Ma. -ka/-kka, Tu. -uni/-pini, -vuni/-puni, Go. -ana, Kui -pa/-ba/-va, Kuvi (F) -ali, (S)
-nai/-inai, Kur. -ana, Malt. -e. While studying the comparative etyma these elements
have to be eliminated. The form in parentheses cited after a verb root in any language
is the past stem of the root, unless stated otherwise, e.g. Ta. cel- (cen-r-) ‘to go’.

Symbols
- Marks etymological or morphological break
# Marks the beginning or end of a word or any free form
Precedes a hypothetical form reconstructed for a proto-stage. In synchronic
description it stands for an ungrammatical expression

A form reconstructed on the basis of reconstructed forms (represents

greater time-depth)
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xXii Note on transliteration and symbols
/o Enclose phonemic transcription
[ ] Enclose phonetic transcription; morpheme-by-morpheme glossing of text;
the entry no. of DEDR; other uses as indicated in the text
<> Enclose orthographic representation
[X Following environment X
X] Preceding environment X
+ Morpheme boundary
A >B/_C A s historically replaced by B in the environment of a following C
A>B A is morphologically replaced by B
B, D Symbolize a voiced stop
L A sonorant including nasals
N A nasal homorganic with a following stop
P, T Symbolize a voiceless stop
R A liquid (trill, lateral, approximant)
v Nasalized vowel = V
X~Y X alternates with Y, or X varies with Y
X<Y X is historically derived from Y
X>Y Y is historically derived from X
X—>Y X becomes, or is replaced by, Y (descriptively)
XY XorY
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ABBREVIATIONS

Books (details in bibliography)
CDIAL A Comparative Dictionary of the Indo-Aryan Languages, R. L. Turner

(1966)

CDL Comparative Dravidian Linguistics, Bh. Krishnamurti (2001a)

DBIA Dravidian Borrowings from Indo-Aryan, M. B. Emeneau and T. Burrow
(1962)

DCP Dravidian Comparative Phonology, P. S. Subrahmanyam (1983)

DED A Dravidian Etymological Dictionary, T. Burrow and M. B. Emeneau
(1961)

DEDR A Dravidian Etymological Dictionary, T. Burrow and M. B. Emeneau
(revised edition 1984)

DNM Desinamamala (Prakrit dictionary), M. Banerjee (1931)
DVM Dravidian Verb Morphology, P. S. Subrahmanyam (1971)
LSI Linguistic Survey of India, vol. IV, George Grierson (1906)
TVB Telugu Verbal Bases, Bh. Krishnamurti (1961)

Journals
AO Archiv Orientalni

BDCRI Bulletin of the Deccan College Research Institute
BSO(A)S  Bulletin of the School of Oriental (and African) Studies

14 Indian Antiquary

1 Indo-Iranian Journal

1JDL International Journal of Dravidian Linguistics

1L Indian Linguistics

JAOS Journal of the American Oriental Society

JOR Journal of Oriental Research

JTS Journal of Tamil Studies

PAPS Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society
OJMS Quarterly Journal of Mythic Society
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XX1V Abbreviations

Si7 South Indian Inscriptions

e Tamil Culture

TPS Transactions of the Philological Society
Series

UCPL University of California Publications in Linguistics
Literary texts (Tamil)

Aink. Ainkuruniiru

Cil. Cilappatikaram

KT Kuruntokai

Narr. Narrinai

Pat. Patirruppattu

PN Purananiiru

Tolk. Tolkappiyam
Languages

AKu. Alu Kurumba

Bal. Balochi

Br. Brahui

CD Central Dravidian

Eng. English

Gad. (Kondekor) Gadaba

Go. Gondi

IA Indo-Aryan

IE Indo-European

Ir. Irula

Ka. Kannada

Konda -

Kod. Kodagu

Ko. Kota

Kol. Kolami

Kui -

Kur. Kurumba

Kur. Kurux

Kuvi -

Ma. Malayalam

Malt. Malto

Manda -
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ND North Dravidian
Nk.(Ch.)  Naiki (Chanda)
Nk. Naiki/Naikri
Oll. Ollari
Pa. Parji
Pali -
PD Proto-Dravidian
Pe. Pengo
Pers. Persian
Pkt. Prakrit(s)
PKu. Pal Kurumba
SCD South-Central Dravidian (same as SD 1II)
SD 1 South Dravidian [
SD 11 South Dravidian IT
Skt. Sanskrit
Ta. Tamil
Te. Telugu
To. Toda
Tu. Tulu
Ur. Urdu
General
1 Ist person
2 2nd person
3 3rd person
A Subject of a transitive sentence
abl ablative
adj adjective
adjl adjectival
AdjP Adjectival Phrase
adv adverb
advl adverbial
AdvP Adverbial Phrase
aux auxiliary
caus causative
cent century
cl clitic
class classifier
com comitative
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XXVi Abbreviations
comp complement
conc concessive
cond conditional
conj conjunction
coor coordinator
dat dative
dial dialectal
dis distal
dur durative
emph emphatic (particle)
ety. etymological group serially numbered in the text of a chapter
excl exclusive
f feminine
fut future
gen genitive
h/hum human
hon honorific
imper imperative
incl inclusive
inf infinitive
instr instrumental
intr intransitive
irreg irregular
loc locative
Iw loanword
m masculine
M Middle
Mdn Modern
n noun
neg negative
neu. neuter
n-h non-human
n-m non-masculine
noml nominal
NP Noun Phrase
n-past non-past
num numeral
o Old (before language names); Object
obl oblique
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PE personal ending
perf perfective (tense/aspect)
pers person
pl plural
pol polite
poss possessive
PP postposition
PP Postpositional Phrase
ppl perfective participle
pres present
proh prohibitive
prox proximal
Pst Past
S Sentence; Subject of an intransitive sentence
sg singular
soc sociative
subj subject
tr transitive
V.I. verb intransitive
Vst Verb stem
v.t. verb transitive
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