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In On Time, Punctuality, and Discipline in Early Modern Calvinism, Max
Engammare explores how the sixteenth-century Protestant reformers of
Geneva, France, London, and Bern internalized a new concept of time.
Applying a moral and spiritual code to the course of the day, they regulated
their relationship with time, which was, in essence, a new relationship with
God. As Calvin constantly reminded his followers, God watches his faithful
every minute. Come Judgment Day, the faithful in turn will have to account
for each minute. Engammare argues that the inhabitants of Calvin’s Geneva
invented the new habit of being on time, a practice unknown in Antiquity. It
was also fundamentally different from notions of time in the monastic world
of the medieval period and unknown to contemporaries such as Erasmus,
Vives, the early Jesuits, Rabelais, Ronsard, and Montaigne. Engammare shows
that punctuality did not proceed from technical innovation. Rather, punctual-
ity was above all a spiritual, social, and disciplinary virtue.

Max Engammare is a scholar of the Reformation (Swiss National Science
Foundation Researcher) and General Director of publishing house Droz in
Geneva. He is the author and editor of ten books, including an edition of the
sermons of John Calvin and, most recently with Nicole Gueunier, Sebastien
Castellion, Les livres de Salomon.

Karin Maag is also a scholar of the Reformation, Professor of History at Calvin
College (Michigan), and Director of the H. Henry Meeter Center. She is a spe-
cialist in early modern education and in relations between civil and ecclesiasti-
cal authorities in early modern cities.
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1180 and following; and by Massimo Borlandi in Revue Frangaise de Sociologie 2006
(many thanks to the author who sent me his long and documented review prior to
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