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Preface to the English Edition

Three and a half years passed between the publication of the German
edition and the English edition of this book. Notwithstanding the over-
whelmingly positive reception of the academic community, I was espe-
cially touched by the numerous letters from people who experienced and
suffered through the events described here or are the children or relatives
of the people mentioned in the book. Every one of them was pleased and
grateful that this issue was finally being researched and is now the subject
of a publication. Thanks to their response, I was able to conduct further
interviews and collect even more valuable information, for which I thank
them very much.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to
the Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, for the Charles H. Revson Foundation Fellowship
which was awarded to me for 2008-2009, and to the entire staff at the
Center for their invaluable help. Although it is not possible to men-
tion everyone here by name, my sincerest thanks go out to all of them.
I especially want to thank Vadim Altskan, Benton Arnovitz, Martin
Dean, Michael Gelb, Radu Ioanid, Jiirgen Matthaus, Traci Rucker, Paul
Shapiro, Vincent Slatt, and many others for their unflagging assistance,
their expert advice, important reading suggestions, and many enlighten-
ing discussions.

I also want to express my thanks to the Fondation pour le Mémoire
de la Shoah in Paris for a grant that enabled me to continue research in
French archives, as well as the Herbert-und-Elsbeth-Weichmann Stiftung
in Hamburg, whose financial support allowed me to conduct further
research in Israel.
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viil Preface to the English Edition

Since publication of the German edition, several new works have come
out on the subject of this book. I would like to mention here Hatice
Bayraktar’s work Zweideutige Individuen in schlechter Absicht (The
Malice of Ambiguous Individuals) on the anti-Semitic riots in Thrace in
1934, as well as Sait Cetinoglu’s book Varlik Vergisi 1942—1944. Despite
recent publications and my continued research, however, no new facts
have come to light that would require me to make any corrections. In fact,
just the opposite is the case: several documents that were found recently
add further detail to the events described in the first edition. For the sake
of enabling a speedier translation, however, I have integrated new facts
only in special cases in the English version. A compilation of key sources
and documents concerning this subject will be published soon with the
support of the Beate Klarsfeld Foundation.

After a Turkish translation was published by iletisim in March 2012, I
am very pleased that the book is now available to English readers as well.
My heartfelt thanks go to Eric Crahan from Cambridge University Press
for his wonderful editorial support, and to Kathleen M. Dell’Orto, Sabine
Bartel, and Michelle Miles for the translation.

This book was made possible (in part) by funds granted to me through
the Charles H. Revson Foundation Fellowship at the Center for Advanced
Holocaust Studies, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. The state-
ments made and views expressed in it, however, are solely my own. I am
also grateful to the Emerging Scholars Publication Program at the Center
for Advanced Holocaust Studies, especially to Steven Feldman, for their
support with the preparation of the book manuscript and proposal.

The translation of this work was funded by Geisteswissenschaften
International — Translation Funding for Humanities and Social Sciences
from Germany, a joint initiative of the Fritz Thyssen Foundation, the
German Federal Foreign Office, the collecting society VG Word and the
German Publishers & Booksellers Association.
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Preface

While traveling in Israel in 1999, I happened to find a document in a kib-
butz library about the rescue of 105 Turkish Jews from the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp. As Turkish citizens, they had been liberated in March
1945 and had reached Istanbul on the ship Drottningholm as part of an
exchange of civilian prisoners between Turkey and Germany. The docu-
ment’s author, Rudolf Levy, was one of those civilians. Although I had
spent many years researching the situation of minorities in Turkey as well
as Jewish history and the Shoah, this was the first time I had encountered
Turkish Jews as victims of the Shoah. Until then, the image in my mind
of Turkey and the Holocaust was of the many Turkish public institutions,
including the university, that took in Jewish scholars who were perse-
cuted in the 1930s.

A few years passed before I was able to follow up on my “discovery” in
the kibbutz library. My journey started at the archive of the Bergen-Belsen
Memorial, where 1 had the opportunity to study the list of the 105
Turkish-Jewish prisoners more closely. Most of the families listed who
were rescued were from Izmir, Istanbul, Edirne, and other Turkish cities.
I was then all the more surprised when I realized in the summer of 2003
that in Istanbul people knew very little about this rescue. I also learned that
Turkish authorities had refused to allow most of the liberated Turkish Jews
to leave the ship in April 1945 until after lengthy negotiations, and even
then they were only allowed to stay in boarding houses, where they were
interned. In general, it became clear to me early in my research that the
fate of the Turkish Jews who lived through the Holocaust years in Europe
and were themselves victims of Nazi persecution has not been a subject of
research either in historiography or in the Jewish community of Turkey.

X
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My queries were met with greater interest, however, by many Sephardic
Jews in Paris, Brussels, and other cities. Within a short period of time, I
was able to find numerous children and grandchildren of Turkish-Jewish
immigrants, who told me the story of their families and relatives. They
introduced me to the world of the Turkish-Sephardic immigrant com-
munities in Europe, a world that is now lost. This was how I learned that
most of the first generation of Turkish immigrants who came to Western
Europe had been Jews. As a result, what began as a chance discovery
in a kibbutz library became a comprehensive study that would take me
to roughly fifty archives in eleven countries to do research that would
occupy me for many years to come, and which still occupies me today.

I begin the first part of the book by briefly explaining the special cir-
cumstances that contributed to the formation of the Turkish nation-state
and to Kemalist policies, while I also discuss the consequences these had
for the situation of the Jews. The mass emigration of Jews from Turkey,
and the policies that Turkey subsequently adopted regarding these emi-
grants can only be understood against this background.

For Jews during the Holocaust, Turkey became a potential refuge and
a possible stepping-stone leading to Palestine due to its policy of neutral-
ity and its geographic location. This meant that Turkish politics played
a vital role in the lives of Jewish Turkish citizens all over Europe and in
the rescue of Jews in Southeastern Europe in particular. It is therefore
important to keep in mind that Ankara’s policies concerning “its own”
Jews living inside and outside Turkey and its policies concerning Jewish
refugees can only be adequately explained in the context of Turkish poli-
tics in the 1930s and 1940s.

I would also like to mention a few matters of form. First, one prob-
lem I encountered while writing this book was the spelling of surnames.
Jewish names were often written in different alphabets — Hebrew, Latin,
or Ottoman Turkish — by the different institutions (Jewish religious insti-
tutions, Turkish administrative offices, and French schools) in Turkey
during the period in question (the Ottoman alphabet was in use until the
introduction of the Latin alphabet in Turkey in 1928). This means that
most Jewish names had at least three different spellings. Furthermore,
when names written in the Hebrew and/or Ottoman Turkish alphabet
were transcribed into the Latin alphabet, many different spellings often
resulted for the same name and even the same person (see names such
as Nissim/Nisim/Nesim and Masliah/Mazliah/Mazliyah). To complicate
things even more, when people immigrated to Europe, new variations
of these names arose when they were transcribed into various European
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languages. Many people also changed their first names to make them
seem more European (choosing, for example, Jacques instead of Isaac).
Finally, many names can only be found in Nazi documents, such as pris-
oner and transport lists, which were often compiled by fellow Jewish pris-
oners, allowing even further new spellings to occur. Therefore, in order
to make the identification of each person possible, I use just one spelling
for each person throughout the book. Whenever it was possible to deduce
from the documents at hand which spelling a person preferred, I chose
that spelling. In all other cases, I refer to the spelling used in the country
where the person in question lived the longest. For names of well-known
Turkish figures or cities that also have familiar spellings in English, I use
the English spelling (I use Ismet Inénii, for example, instead of Ismet
Inonii, while ibrahim Tali is left in Turkish). Because surnames were not
used in Turkey until 1935, I have included surnames in parentheses for
the period before 1935 for better understanding by non-Turkish readers.

All translations into English from sources in other languages are either
by the author or the translators of this book. Regarding quotes from
English documents, minor spelling and grammatical errors in the original
have been corrected without marking and without changing the content.
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