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       The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the Jesuits 

 Founded in 1540 by Ignatius of Loyola, the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) has been 
praised as a saintly godsend and condemned as the work of Satan. With some 600 
entries written by 110 authors –  those inside and outside the Order –  this ency-
clopedia opens up the complexities of Jesuit history and explores the current life 
and work of this Catholic religious order and its global vocation. Approximately 
230 entries are biographies, focusing on key people in Jesuit history, while the 
majority of the entries focus on Jesuit ideals, concepts, terminology, places, insti-
tutions, and events. With some seventy illustrations highlighting the centrality of 
visual images in Jesuit life, this encyclopedia is a comprehensive volume provid-
ing accessible and authoritative coverage of the Jesuits’ life and work across the 
continents during the last i ve centuries. 

 Thomas Worcester, SJ, is President of Regis College, Toronto. Until autumn 
2017, he was Professor of History for more than twenty years at the College of 
the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts. He holds a Ph.D. in history from 
Cambridge University and is a specialist in the religion and culture of early 
modern France and Italy. Worcester is the editor of  The Cambridge Companion 
to the Jesuits  and is co- editor of four books, including  The Papacy since 1500: 
From Italian Prince to Universal Pastor  (co- edited with James Corkery). He has 
also published articles in journals such as  Seventeenth- Century French Studies , 
 Sixteenth Century Journal , and  French Colonial History.    
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