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THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE PAMPAS AND PATAGONIA

In this book, Gustavo G. Politis and Luis A. Borrero explore the archaeology and
ethnography of the indigenous people who inhabited Argentina’s Pampas and the
Patagonia region from the end of the Pleistocene until the twentieth century.
Offering a history of the nomadic foragers living in the harsh habitats of the South
America’s Southern Cone, they provide a detailed account of human adaptations
to a range of environmental and social conditions. The authors show how the
region’s earliest inhabitants interacted with now-extinct animals as they explored
and settled in the vast open prairies and steppes of the region until they occupied
most of its available habitats. They also trace technological advances, including the
development of pottery, the use of bows and arrows, and horticulture. Making
new research and data available for the first time, Politis and Borrero’s volume
demonstrates how geographical variation in the Southern Cone generated diverse
adaptation strategies.

 .  is Researcher at the Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones
Científicas y Técnicas (CONICET) of Argentina and Professor at the Universidad
del Centro de la Provincia de Buenos Aires. A scholar of the archaeology and
ethnoarchaeology of South American hunter-gatherers, he is the author of six
books and recipient of a fellowship from the John Simon Guggenheim
Foundation.

 .  is Researcher Emeritus at the National Council for Scientific
and Technical Research and Professor Emeritus at the University of Buenos Aires,
as well as International Member of the National Academy of Sciences of the
United States. He is a specialist in vertebrate taphonomy and hunter-gatherer
archaeology, particularly the peopling of South America.
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The Cambridge World Archaeology series is addressed to students and profes-
sional archaeologists, and to academics in related disciplines. Most volumes
present a survey of the archaeology of a region of the world, providing an up-
to-date account of research and integrating recent findings with new concerns of
interpretation. While the focus is on a specific region, broader cultural trends are
discussed and the implications of regional findings for cross-cultural interpret-
ations considered. The authors also bring anthropological and historical expertise
to bear on archaeological problems and show how both new data and changing
intellectual trends in archaeology shape inferences about the past. More recently,
the series has expanded to include thematic volumes.
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