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Wisconsin–Milwaukee and currently co-chair of  the Columbia University Seminars on 
Brazil, Studies in Religion and Knowledge, Technology and Social Systems. He has con-
ducted ethnographic research mostly in Brazil but also in Barbados and New Bedford, 
Massachusetts on a wide range of  problems, including family and kinship, patronage 
and politics, entrepreneurship, Spiritist surgery and healing, syncretized religions and 
Evangelical Protestants in Brazilian politics. He has conducted ethnohistorical and histor-
ical research in Portugal and the Atlantic Islands on the history of  slavery and plantations. 
He is the author or editor of  eight books; producer, director, and author of  fi ve video 
documentaries; and has published some 140 articles and reviews in books and professional 
journals. At present he is completing a book in Portuguese with a Brazilian colleague on 
Evangelicals in Brazilian politics. 

  Ramón A. Gutiérrez  is the Preston & Sterling Morton Distinguished Service Professor 
of  United States History and the College at the University of  Chicago. He is the author 
of   When Jesus Came the Corn Mothers Went Away:  Marriage, Sexuality, and Power in New 
Mexico, 1500–1846  (Stanford University Press, 1991)  and the co-editor of   Mexicans in 
California: Transformations and Challenges  (University of  Illinois Press, 2009). 

  Todd Hartch  is the author of   The Prophet of  Cuernavaca: Ivan Illich and the Crisis of  the 
West  (Oxford University Press, 2015) and  The Rebirth of  Latin American Christianity  (Oxford 
University Press, 2014). He teaches Latin American history at Eastern Kentucky University. 

  Bonar L. Hernández Sandoval  earned his PhD at the University of  Texas at Austin. He 
is an assistant professor of  Latin American history at Iowa State University. His research 
explores the intersection between religious identity and social change during the Cold 
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War in Guatemala. He is the author of  “Reforming Catholicism: Vatican Diplomacy in 
Guatemala during the 1920s and 1930s,”  The Americas  71:2 (October 2014) and “ ‘Restoring 
All Things in Christ’: Social Catholicism, Urban Workers, and the Cold War in Guatemala” 
in  Beyond the Shadow of  the Eagle:  New Histories of  Latin America’s Cold War , edited by 
Virginia Garrard-Burnett, Mark Lawrence, and Julio Moreno (University of  New Mexico 
Press, 2013). 

  Karina Kosicki Bellotti  has PhD in cultural history from the State University of  
Campinas (Brazil) and is a professor in the Department of  History at the Federal University 
of  Paraná (Brazil). She conducts research on Brazilian and American Protestantism/
Pentecostalism and their relation with the media and the market in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. She is the author of  various articles and chapters of  books published in 
Brazil and the United States, among which are the books  Mídia Presbiteriana no Brasil – Luz 
para o Caminho e Editora Cultura Cristã, 1976–2001  (Anablume, 2005),  Delas é o reino dos déus: a 
mídia evangélica na cultura pós-moderna do Brasil: 1950–2000  (Annablume, 2010), and the article 
“The History of  a Little Brazilian Ant: Material Culture in Evangelical Children’s Media in 
Brazil, 1980s Present.” 

  Jeffrey L. Klaiber, SJ,  earned his PhD in history from Catholic University. A native of  
Indiana, he spent most of  his life and ministry in Peru. A well-regarded scholar and teacher 
of  Peruvian political history and church history, Fr. Klaiber served as professor of  history 
at the Catholic University in Lima for nearly four decades, beginning in 1976. He was also a 
professor of  theology and a counselor at the University of  El Pacífi co in Lima (1977–1982). 
In addition to teaching at the Catholic University, he was a professor of  history at Antonio 
Ruiz de Montoya University in Lima, Peru, from 2004–2014. Fr. Klaiber served as a visit-
ing professor at Georgetown University (1990–1991); St. Joseph’s University, Philadelphia 
(2000–2001); and Boston College (2006–2008). For many years he also did pastoral work 
in the Jesuit parish Virgen de Nazareth in Lima. Fr. Klaiber passed away on March 4, 2014. 

  Christine Kovic,  an associate professor of  anthropology at the University of  Houston-
Clear Lake, has conducted research in the areas of  human rights for the past twenty years. 
She is the author of   Mayan Voices for Human Rights: Displaced Catholics in Highland Chiapas  
(University of  Texas Press, 2005),  Women of  Chiapas: Making History in Times of  Strugg le and 
Hope  (co-editor with Christine Eber, Routledge, 2003), and a series of  articles and book 
chapters. Her current research addresses the intersection of  human rights and immigra-
tion, with emphasis on Central American migrants crossing Mexico in the journey north 
and on the organizing eff orts of  Latina/os in the United States. 

  Brian Larkin  is a professor of  history at the College of  St. Benedict/St. John’s University 
(Minnesota). He is the author of   The Very Nature of  God: Baroque Catholicism and Religious 
Reform in Bourbon Mexico City  (University of  New Mexico Press, 2010) and various articles 
on the religious history of  colonial Mexico. He is currently researching Eucharistic piety in 
the colonial Archdiocese of  Mexico. 

  Sandra Lazo de la Vega  has served as a research associate for the Program for 
Immigration, Religion, and Social Change at the University of  Florida and a scholar intern 
at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. She co-authored  Against the 
Tide: Immigrants, Day Laborers, and Community in Jupiter, Florida  (University of  Wisconsin 
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Press, 2013) with Timothy Steigenga and has published several articles and chapters on 
immigration, transnationalism, gender, and religion including recent publications in the 
 Journal of  Migration and Human Security  and  Migraciones Internacionales . She received her 
BA from the Wilkes Honors College of  Florida Atlantic University and her MA in Latin 
American Studies from Florida International University. 

  Miguel C.  Leatham  is a sociocultural anthropologist (PhD 1993, University of  New 
Mexico) and director of  the Anthropology Program at Texas Christian University, in Fort 
Worth, Texas. He specializes in the study of  Latin American and Mexican-American cul-
tures, with a research focus on religious change. He has carried out extensive ethnological 
fi eldwork in Michoacán State, Mexico on the recruitment of  peasants to a large mille-
narian colony, and has conducted a study of  schism and reunifi cation in a temple of  the 
Caodaist Vietnamese millenarian sect in Dallas, Texas. His articles have appeared in the 
 Journal of  Contemporary Religion ,  Religion and the Social  Order, the  Journal for the Scientifi c 
Study of  Religion , and the  Encyclopedia of  Religion . He has published on millenarianism, 
new religious movement schism, recruitment processes, Pentecostal expansion, the 
nature of  ethnography in the millenarian setting, and religious movement types in Latin 
America. Currently, he has an ethnographic book manuscript in progress surveying the 
developmental history, recruitment and conversion processes, and culture of  the Nueva 
Jerusalén millenarian colony. 

  David Lehmann  is a social scientist who has worked all his life on and in Latin America. 
Among the subjects he has written about are agricultural development, religion, and mul-
ticulturalism. His main works on Latin America are  Democracy and Development in Latin 
America: Economics, Politics and Religion in the Postwar Period  (Temple University Press, 1992), 
and  Strugg le for the Spirit:  Popular Culture and Religious Transformation in Brazil and Latin 
America  (Polity, 1996). With Batia Siebzehner he has also written a book on religion and 
ethnicity in Israel  The Remaking of  Israeli Judaism: The Challenge of  Shas  (Oxford University 
Press, 2006). In 2007 he began to work on multiculturalism and affi  rmative action policies in 
Brazil and Mexico. His edited book  The Crisis of  Multiculturalism in Latin America  will appear 
in 2016. He is currently emeritus professor at Cambridge University and his latest project is 
about Messianic Jews worldwide. 

  Miguel León-Portilla  is a professor at the National Autonomous University of  Mexico. 
He is an anthropologist and historian of  Náhuatl philology and philosophy. He is the 
author of  numerous books including  La fi losofía náhuatl estudiada en sus fuentes  (Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de Mexico, 1956). Visión de los vencidos: crónicas indígenas  (Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de Mexico, 1959), and  Tonantzin Guadalupe: pensamiento náhuatl y men-
saje Cristiano en el “Nican Mopohua”  (El Colegio Nacional, 2000) .  

  Jeffrey Lesser  is the Samuel Candler Dobbs Professor and chair of  the Department of  
History at Emory University. His newest book is  Immigration, Ethnicity and National Identity 
in Brazil  (Cambridge University Press, 2013). He is also the author of  three other prize-
winning books (all published in English and Portuguese),  A Discontented Diaspora: Japanese-
Brazilians and the Meanings of  Ethnic Militancy  (Duke University Press, 2007),  Negotiating 
National Identity: Immigrants, Minorities and the Strugg le for Ethnicity in Brazil  (Duke University 
Press, 1999), and  Welcoming the Undesirables: Brazil and the Jewish Question  (University of  
California Press, 1994). 
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  Daniel H.  Levine  is a professor of  political science, emeritus at the University of  
Michigan, and Profesor Honorario at the Pontifi cia Universidad Católica del Perú. He has 
published widely on issues of  religion and politics, democracy, democratization, and civil 
society and social movements in Latin America. He is the author of  nine books –  Confl ict 
and Political Change in Venezuela  (Princeton University Press, 2015),  Religion and Politics in 
Latin America ,  Religion and Political Confl ict in Latin America  (University of  North Carolina 
Press, 1986),  Popular Voices in Latin American Catholicism  (Princeton University Press, 2014), 
 Constructing Culture and Power in Latin America  (University of  Michigan Press, 1993),  Voces 
Populares en el Catolicismo Latinoamericano  (Centro de Estudios y Publicaciones [CEP], 1996), 
 The Quality of  Democracy in Latin America  (Lynne Rienner, 2011), and  Politics, Religion, and 
Society in Latin America ( Lynne Rienner, 2011)  –  along with numerous articles and chapters 
in books in English, Spanish, French, and German. 

  John Lynch  is an emeritus professor of  Latin American history and former director 
of  the Institute of  Latin American Studies, University of  London. He is the author of  
more than a dozen books on Latin America including  New Worlds: A Religious History 
of  Latin America  (Yale University Press, 2012) and  Simón Bolívar: A Life  (Yale University 
Press, 2006). 

  Cecília L. Mariz  received her PhD in sociology at Boston University (UNI, 1989). She is 
currently a professor of  sociology at Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro (UERJ) and 
researcher at the Brazilian National Council for Scientifi c Research (CNPq). For the last 
thirty years her research projects have focused on religions in Brazil, and she has published 
on Pentecostalism, Catholicism, and Islam in that country. She is the author of   Coping with 
Poverty: Pentecostal and Base Communities in Brazil  (Temple University Press, 1994) and has 
published several articles in Brazilian and International academic journals. 

  Timothy Matovina  is a professor of  theology and co-director of  the Institute for Latino 
Studies at the University of  Notre Dame. He works in the area of  theology and culture, 
with specialization in US Catholic and US Latino theology and religion. His most recent 
book,  Latino Catholicism: Transformation in America’s Largest Church  (Princeton University 
Press, 2011), has won fi ve book awards, including selection as a CHOICE “Outstanding 
Academic Title” for 2012. His current book project is tentatively titled  Engaging a New 
World: Theologies of  Guadalupe in the Americas . 

  Amos Megged  is an associate professor in the Department of  General History at the 
University of  Haifa, Israel. He is author of   Social Memory in Ancient and Colonial Mesoamerica  
(Cambridge University Press, 2010) and  Cambio y persistencia: la religión indigena en Chiapas, 
1521–1680  (CIESAS, 2008) .  He is also the co-editor of   Mesoamerican Memory:   Enduring Systems 
of  Remembrance  (University of  Oklahoma Press, 2012) and a member of  the editorial board 
for the  Oxford Bibliographies in Latin American Studies  and  Colonial Latin American Historical 
Review.  

  Kevin Lewis O’Neill  is an associate professor in the Department for the Study of  Religion 
and the Centre for Diaspora and Transnational Studies at the University of  Toronto. He is 
the author of   City of  God: Christian Citizenship in Postwar Guatemala  (University of  California 
Press, 2010) and S ecure the Soul: Christian Piety and Gang Prevention in Guatemala  (University 
of  California Press, 2015) .  
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  Andrew Orta  is a professor of  anthropology at the University of  Illinois. He is a socio-
cultural anthropologist with research specializations in Bolivia, where he has conducted 
ethnographic research with Aymara communities since 1989. His book,  Catechizing 
Culture:  Missionaries, Aymara and the “New Evangelization”  (Columbia University Press, 
2004), presents an ethnography of  the “theology of  inculturation,” examining mission-
ary–Aymara interactions, the complex politics of  revalorized indigenous religious prac-
tices, and the integral role of  Catholicism and its representatives in the production of  local 
indigenous communities. His more recent work in the region focuses on the impact of  
processes of  neoliberal political decentralization on the reproduction of  local community 
institutions and identities. Another current project examines the anthropology of  capital-
ism, international business, and business education in the United States. 

  Anna L.  Peterson  received her AB from the University of  California at Berkeley and 
her PhD from the University of  Chicago. She teaches in the Religion Department at the 
University of  Florida, where she is affi  liated with Center for Latin American Studies. 
Her main areas of  research and teaching interest include religion and politics in Latin 
America and also social, environmental, and animal ethics. Her recent books include  Being 
Animal: Beasts and Boundaries in Nature Ethics  (Columbia University Press, 2013),  Everyday 
Ethics and Social Change  (Columbia University Press, 2009), and  Seeds of  the Kingdom  (Oxford 
University Press, 2005). 

  Ivan Petrella  holds a PhD in religious studies and law from Harvard University. He is the 
author of   The Future of  Liberation Theology: An Argument and Manifesto  (Ashgate, 2004) and 
 Beyond Liberation Theology: A Polemic  (SCM Press, 2013) and editor of   Latin American Liberation 
Theology: The Next Generation  (Orbis Books, 2005). He is currently a professor at Universidad 
Torcuato Di Tell and Universidad de San Andres in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was also 
elected to the City of  Buenos Aires State legislature in 2013 and holds offi  ce until 2017. 

  Frances L. Ramos  received her PhD from the University of  Texas at Austin in 2005 and is 
currently associate professor of  Latin American history at the University of  South Florida, 
Tampa. Her major work,  Identity, Ritual, and Power in Colonial Puebla  (University of  Arizona 
Press, 2012), is a study of  the political culture of  late seventeenth- and eighteenth-cen-
tury Puebla de los Ángeles and received the Rocky Mountain Council of  Latin American 
Studies’ Michael C. Meyer Award for Best Book on Mexico published between 2008 and 
2012. She has published in the  Americas ,  Relaciones , and  Historia Mexicana , as well as several 
compilations in both Spanish and English, and her research has been funded by the Social 
Science Research Council, the Fulbright-Hays Program, and, most recently, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Her current project focuses on networks of  communica-
tion, gossip, and political discourse during the War of  the Spanish Succession (1701–1714) in 
New Spain. 

  Jennifer Scheper Hughes  is an associate professor in the Department of  History at 
the University of  California, Riverside and is the founding co-director of  UC Riverside’s 
Institute for the Study of  Immigration and Religion. Her research and teaching focus on 
the history of  lived religion in Latin America, especially religious conversion and indig-
enous Christianity in Mexico. Material religion, the religious image, and religion and 
aff ect are also primary subjects of  her research. Hughes’ fi rst book,  Biography of  a Mexican 
Crucifi x:  Lived Religion and Local Faith from the Conquest to the Present  (Oxford University 
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Press, 2010), is a history of  popular devotion to devotional images of  the suff ering Christ 
in Mexico. She is currently working on a project that explores Latino religious practice in 
California. She served for fi ve years as the co-chair of  the Religion in Latin America and 
Caribbean Group of  the American Academy of  Religion. 

  Stephen Selka  is a cultural anthropologist who earned his PhD from the University at 
Albany, SUNY in 2003. His research focuses on religion, politics, and tourism in north-
eastern Brazil, where he has conducted ethnographic research since 1999. His fi rst book, 
 Religion and the Politics of  Ethnic Identity in Bahia, Brazil  (University Press of  Florida, 2007), 
explores the various ways that Afro-Brazilians in both Christian and African-derived reli-
gious communities construct their ethnic identities and struggle against racism. He is cur-
rently working on a second book,  Branding Brazil: Religion and the Uses of  Heritage in Bahia , 
which looks at the construction of  Brazilian national identity through in the context of  
global tourism. Dr. Selka is currently an associate professor of  religious studies at Indiana 
University. 

  Timothy J. Steigenga  is a professor of  political science and chair of  the social sciences and 
humanities at the Wilkes Honors College of  Florida Atlantic University. He is the author/
editor of  six books and numerous other publications on religion, politics, and migration. 
His most recent books include  Living Illegal: The Human Face of  Unauthorized Immigration  
(New Press, 2011)  coauthored with Marie Friedman Marquardt, Philip Williams, and 
Manuel Vásquez and  Against the Tide: Immigrants, Day Laborers, and Community in Jupiter , 
Florida (University of  Wisconsin Press: 2013) coauthored with Sandra Lazo de la Vega. 

  Douglass Sullivan-González  is an associate professor of  history and dean of  the Sally 
McDonnell Barksdale Honors College at the University of  Mississippi. He is the author of  
 Piety, Power and Politics: Religion and National Formation in Guatemala, 1821–1871  (University 
of  Pittsburgh Press, 1998). He also coedited, with Charles Reagan Wilson,  The South and the 
Caribbean  (University Press of  Mississippi, 2001). 

  David Tavárez  is an associate professor of  anthropology at Vassar College. He is the 
author of   The Invisible War: Indigenous Devotions, Discipline, and Dissent in Colonial Mexico  
(Stanford University Press, 2011; paperback, 2013; Spanish-language edition, 2012), a co-editor 
(with Susan Schroeder, Anne Cruz, and Cristián Roa) of   Chimalpahin’s Conquest: A Nahua 
Historian’s Rewriting of  Francisco López de Gómara’s  La conquista de México (Stanford 
University Press, 2010; Spanish-language edition, 2012), and a coauthor (with Louise 
Burkhart and Elizabeth Boone) of   Painted Words: Nahua Catholicism, Politics, and Memory in 
the Atzaqualco Pictorial Catechism  (Dumbarton Oaks, 2016). 

  Jakob Egeris Thorsen  received his PhD from Aarhus University in Denmark. He 
is currently a postdoctoral research fellow at the Section for Theology at Aarhus 
University. Thorsen is the author of   Charismatic Practice and Catholic Parish Life  – the 
Incipient Pentecostalization of  the Church in Guatemala and Latin America  (Brill, 2015) and 
has published various articles and anthology chapters on religion in Latin America, 
Catholicism, and systematic theology. 

  Thomas A.  Tweed  is the Harold and Martha Welch Professor of  American Studies 
and a professor of  history at the University of  Notre Dame. He is also Faculty Fellow 
in the Institute of  Latino Studies. He previously taught at the University of  Texas, the 
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University of  Miami, and the University of  North Carolina. Dr. Tweed’s research includes 
six books and a six-volume series of  historical documents. In 1997 he published  Our Lady 
of  the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami  (Oxford University Press, 
2002), which won the American Academy of  Religion’s book award. Tweed’s  Crossing and 
Dwelling: A Theory of  Religion  was published by Harvard University Press in 2006, and his 
historical study of  the Basilica of  the National Shrine of  the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington appeared in 2011 as  America’s Church: The National Shrine and Catholic Presence in 
the Nation’s Capital, 1917–1997  (Oxford University Press, 2011).  America’s Church  also received 
the annual book award by the American Academy of  Religion. Tweed has served as the 
president of  the American Society for the Study of  Religion (ASSR), and in 2015 he was 
president of  the American Academy of  Religion (AAR). 

  Asonzeh Ukah  is a sociologist/historian of  religion. He joined the University of  Cape 
Town, South Africa, in 2013. Before then, he taught at the University of  Bayreuth, Germany, 
from 2005 to 2013. He studied at the University of  Ibadan, Nigeria, and the University of  
Bayreuth, Germany. In addition to numerous publications in peer-reviewed journals and 
contributions of  book chapters, he is the author of   A New Paradigm of  Pentecostal Power: A 
Study of  the Redeemed Christian Church of  God in Nigeria  (Africa World Press 2008). He is the 
Director of  Research Institute on Christianity and Society in Africa (RICSA), University of  
Cape Town, South Africa. 

  Manuel A. Vásquez  is a professor of  religion at the University of  Florida. He is the author 
of   More than Belief: A Materialist Theory of  Religion  (Oxford University Press, 2011) and  The 
Brazilian Popular Church and the Crisis of  Modernity  (Cambridge University Press, 1998). He 
also coauthored  Living ‘Illegal’: The Human Face of  Unauthorized Immigration  (New Press, 
2011; updated and expanded 2nd edition 2013) and  Globalizing the Sacred: Religion across the 
Americas  (Rutgers University Press, 2003). His coedited volumes, including  The Diaspora of  
Brazilian Religion  (Brill, 2013),  A Place to Be: Brazilian, Guatemalan, and Mexican Immigrants in 
Florida’s New Destinations  (Rutgers University Press, 2009),  Latin American Religions: Histories 
and Documents in Context  (NYU Press, 2008), and  Immigrant Faiths: Transforming Religious Life 
in America  (AltaMira, 2005). 

  Pamela Voekel  is the author of   Alone Before God:  The Religious Origins of  Modernity in 
Mexico  (Duke University Press, 2002). She is the co-founder of  the Tepoztlán Institute for 
the Transnational History of  the Americas, a week-long seminar held annually in Mexico, 
and a co-founder of  Freedom University Georgia, which provides rigorous college-level 
courses for the undocumented students banned from Georgia’s top research universities 
( www.freedomuniversitygeorgia.com ). She has published on a range of  topics, including 
the intersections of  religion and politics in Mexico, popular religion in Latin America, and 
theory and methods in transnational history. She is currently fi nishing a second book, ten-
tatively titled  For God and Liberty: Catholicism and Democracy in the Atlantic World in the Age 
of  Revolution .   
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