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Yoon Jin Lee, Ruoxi Li, Kuen-Da Lin, Jinjie Liu, Richard Loeza, Georgy

Loginov, Kyle Marquardt, John Marshall, Rogerio Mazali, John Morrow,

Luciana Moscoso Boedo, Susanne Mueller, Ilia Murtazashvili, Robert

Naramore, Peter Nasuti, Sarah Niebler, Tom O’Grady, David Ohls, Max

Palmer, Jonathan Phillips, Ryan Powers, Marc Ratkovic, Megan Ritz,

Maria Fernanda Rodrigo, Emily Sellars, Rajen Subramanian, Joanna

Syrda, Mark Toukan, Carly Urban, Kristin Vekasi, Samantha Vortherms,

Caleb White, Jennifer Williams, Steven Wilson, Jessica Winchell, and

Yiqing Xu.

A few students provided help outside the classroom as well as inside

it. Emily Sellars read the first essentially complete manuscript in its

entirety, providing numerous comments on substance and presentation.

Jonathan Phillips did the same for key portions of the final manuscript.

Lauren Jankovic produced many of the diagrams in the text, and Ryan

Powers helped with some last editing.

Along the way, I received helpful advice and encouragement from a

number of colleagues and friends, including Alex Debs, Georgy Egorov,

David Laitin, Eddy Malesky, Ken Shepsle, Konstantin Sonin, Milan Svo-

xiii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76715-6 - Formal Models of Domestic Politics
Scott Gehlbach
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521767156
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xiv Acknowledgments

lik, and David Weimer. I am also grateful to Scott Ashworth, Luciana

Moscoso Boedo, Monika Nalepa, and Alejandro Saporiti, each of whom

tried out draft versions of the manuscript on their students. Not least, I

am indebted to Tim Colton for arranging for me to teach the text one

last time to his students and to Harvard’s Davis Center for Russian and

Eurasian Studies for hosting me while I was doing so.

At Cambridge University Press, Ed Parsons set this project in motion,

Lew Bateman saw it to completion, the series editors Michael Alvarez

and Neal Beck provided support throughout, and Russell Hahn shep-

herded the final manuscript through production. I am grateful for the

painless process and—not least—the excellent choice of reviewers, whose

suggestions made this a better book.

Financial and institutional support was provided by the International

Center for the Study of Institutions and Development at the Higher

School of Economics, Moscow; by Jeffrey and Susanne Lyons through

their establishment of the Lyons Family Faculty Fellowship; and by the

Graduate School at UW Madison through an H. I. Romnes Faculty Fel-

lowship.

This book is dedicated to Masha, who secured us life in the same town

and brought us Adrian while I was putting the finishing touches on the

manuscript. Masha, you are my hero.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76715-6 - Formal Models of Domestic Politics
Scott Gehlbach
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521767156
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Preface

This book is an introduction to formal models of domestic politics. It

is based on a course I have taught at Wisconsin since 2004 (and at

Harvard in 2012), and I expect that readers of the text will have the

background that students in my course have had: a semester of game

theory at the level of Osborne (2004) or McCarty and Meirowitz (2007)

and familiarity with basic differential and integral calculus. My course

is in the Political Science Department but has always attracted a few

economists, and I anticipate that the book will similarly be useful to

scholars in both disciplines.

Notwithstanding this claim to interdisciplinarity, a primary goal in

writing this book has been to strip away some of the economics from

well known models of political economy. I cut my teeth in graduate

school on Persson and Tabellini (2000), from which I learned much, but

I quickly learned that I would need to teach a lot of economics if I were

to use that text in a political science course. More generally, formal

models of domestic politics are as likely today to appear in economics as

in political science journals, and some translation is necessary if they are

to be accessible beyond the economics discipline. Conversely, there are

numerous important models published in political science journals that

are not well known among economists; this text provides an introduction.

Other than Persson and Tabellini (2000), the only other contempo-

rary texts covering related material are McCarty and Meirowitz (2007)

and Austen-Smith and Banks (2005), but these serve purposes differ-

ent from my own. (Two earlier texts—Ordeshook, 1986, and Morrow,

1994—predate many of the models covered here.) As already indicated,

McCarty and Meirowitz (2007) is primarily a game theory text, albeit

one targeted to political scientists; my book is intended for students who

know some game theory and want to learn particular classes of models.
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xvi Preface

Austen-Smith and Banks (2005) provides a thorough treatment of se-

lect strategic models of politics, but it assumes a far stronger technical

background than does this book. (I do not cover social choice theory,

which is the topic of Austen-Smith and Banks, 1999.) Finally, my aim is

different from that of Weingast and Wittman (2006) and various other

handbooks, which are superb resources but not textbooks per se.

In writing what is essentially the first textbook of its type, I have

faced some choices. In principle, I could have attempted an exhaustive

but cursory summary of several decades’ work, leaving readers to go back

to the original papers once they had discovered a model to their liking.

I opted instead for the other extreme: a hopefully careful treatment

of canonical models of domestic politics, together with some important

models from the more recent literature. The field is vast, and I apologize

to the authors of papers not covered. In some cases (e.g., the rapidly

proliferating work on nondemocratic politics), it was my judgment that

the literature was just too fresh for an authoritative treatment. I fully

anticipate that many instructors will find certain models missing, and I

expect that some of them will choose to supplement this text with other

readings.

That said, most graduate students do not have the background to

fully absorb the typical research paper in formal theory. In economics,

textbooks have long served as a bridge between introductory training

and the literature. In similar fashion, I have endeavored to extract the

essential insights from sometimes intricate models so that they could

be presented and solved in the classroom. (A useful exercise is to have

students choose one or two of the original papers to see what has been

lost in the textbook treatment.) There is not an equation here that has

not been written on a blackboard. Similarly, all exercises—some of them

also based on research papers—have been tested in problem sets and

exams. A solutions manual is available to instructors upon request.

The text is organized around eight classes of models, each of which

constitutes a single chapter: electoral competition under certainty and

uncertainty, special interest politics, veto players, delegation, coalitions,

political agency, and regime change. Instructors wishing to rely solely on

this book should find more than enough to fill a semester. Very roughly

speaking, the material in later chapters is more difficult than what comes

before. In a few places, I have further set off sections that in my judgment

are more demanding than a preceding discussion of the same topic. Such

material, which might be omitted from an introductory course, can be

identified by italicized section titles.
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