
cross-cultural research methods in psychology

Cross-cultural research is now an undeniable part of mainstream psychology and has

had a major impact on conceptual models of human behavior. Although it is true that

the basic principles of social psychological methodology and data analysis are applicable

to cross-cultural research, a number of issues are distinct to it, including managing

incongruities of language and quantifying cultural response sets in the use of scales. Cross-

Cultural Research Methods in Psychology provides state-of-the-art knowledge about the

methodological problems that need to be addressed if a researcher is to conduct valid and

reliable cross-cultural research. It also offers practical advice and examples of solutions

to those problems and is a must-read for any student of culture.
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As an increasing number of social scientists come to recognize the pervasive
influence of culture on individual human behavior, it has become imperative
for culture to be included as an important variable in all aspects of psychological
research, theory, and practice. Culture and Psychology is an evolving series of
works that brings the study of culture and psychology into a single, unified
concept.

Ute Schönpflug, Cultural Transmission: Psychological, Developmental, Social,
and Methodological Aspects

Evert van de Vliert, Climate, Affluence, and Culture

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76525-1 - Cross-Cultural Research Methods in Psychology
Edited by David Matsumoto and Fons J. R. van de Vijver
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521765251


Cross-Cultural Research Methods
in Psychology

Edited by

David Matsumoto
San Francisco State University

Fons J. R. van de Vijver
Tilburg University

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76525-1 - Cross-Cultural Research Methods in Psychology
Edited by David Matsumoto and Fons J. R. van de Vijver
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521765251


cambridge university press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
São Paulo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013-2473, USA

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521758420

C© Cambridge University Press 2011

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2011

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data

Cross-cultural research methods in psychology / edited by David Matsumoto,
Fons J. R. van de Vijver.

p. cm. – (Culture and psychology)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-521-76525-1 (hardback) – ISBN 978-0-521-75842-0 (pbk.)
1. Psychology – Research – Cross-cultural studies. I. Matsumoto, David Ricky. II. Vijver, Fons
J. R. van de. III. Title. IV. Series.
BF76.5.C76 2010
150.72 – dc22 2010012760

ISBN 978-0-521-76525-1 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-75842-0 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for
external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does not guarantee
that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76525-1 - Cross-Cultural Research Methods in Psychology
Edited by David Matsumoto and Fons J. R. van de Vijver
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521765251


contents

Contributors page ix

1. Introduction to the Methodological Issues Associated With
Cross-Cultural Research 1
Fons J. R. van de Vijver and David Matsumoto

part i. conceptual issues and design

2. Equivalence and Bias: A Review of Concepts, Models, and
Data Analytic Procedures 17
Fons J. R. van de Vijver and Kwok Leung

3. Translating and Adapting Tests for Cross-Cultural
Assessments 46
Ronald K. Hambleton and April L. Zenisky

Appendix: Item Translation and Adaptation Review Form 71

4. Making Scientific Sense of Cultural Differences
in Psychological Outcomes: Unpackaging the
Magnum Mysterium 75
Michael Harris Bond and Fons J. R. van de Vijver

5. Sampling: The Selection of Cases for Culturally Comparative
Psychological Research 101
Klaus Boehnke, Petra Lietz, Margrit Schreier, and Adalbert Wilhelm

6. Survey Response Styles Across Cultures 130
Timothy P. Johnson, Sharon Shavitt, and Allyson L. Holbrook

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76525-1 - Cross-Cultural Research Methods in Psychology
Edited by David Matsumoto and Fons J. R. van de Vijver
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521765251


viii Contents

part ii. data analysis and interpretation

7. Methods for Investigating Structural Equivalence 179
Ronald Fischer and Johnny R. J. Fontaine

8. Evaluating Test and Survey Items for Bias Across Languages
and Cultures 216
Stephen G. Sireci

Appendix: Statistical Software for Differential Item
Functioning Analysis 241

9. Effect Sizes in Cross-Cultural Research 244
David Matsumoto, John J. Kim, Robert J. Grissom,
and Dale L. Dinnel

10. Data Analytic Approaches for Investigating Isomorphism
Between the Individual-Level and the Cultural-Level
Internal Structure 273
Johnny R. J. Fontaine and Ronald Fischer

11. Multilevel Modeling and Cross-Cultural Research 299
John B. Nezlek

Appendix: Sample Data Sets 346

12. Cross-Cultural Meta-Analysis 348
Dianne A. van Hemert

Name Index 379

Subject Index 390

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76525-1 - Cross-Cultural Research Methods in Psychology
Edited by David Matsumoto and Fons J. R. van de Vijver
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521765251


contributors

klaus boehnke
Jacobs University Bremen

michael harris bond
The Chinese University of

Hong Kong

dale l. dinnel
Western Washington University

ronald fischer
Victoria University of Wellington

johnny r. j. fontaine
Ghent University

robert j. grissom
San Francisco State University

ronald k. hambleton
University of Massachusetts

allyson l. holbrook
University of Illinois at Chicago

timothy p. johnson
University of Illinois at Chicago

john j. kim
San Francisco State University

kwok leung
City University of Hong Kong

petra lietz
Australian Council for

Educational Research

david matsumoto
San Francisco State University

john b. nezlek
College of William & Mary

margrit schreier
Jacobs University Bremen

sharon shavitt
University of Illinois at Chicago

stephen g. sireci
University of Massachusetts

fons j. r. van de vijver
Tilburg University

dianne a. van hemert
University of Amsterdam

adalbert wilhelm
Jacobs University Bremen

april l. zenisky
University of Massachusetts

ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76525-1 - Cross-Cultural Research Methods in Psychology
Edited by David Matsumoto and Fons J. R. van de Vijver
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521765251


Cross-Cultural Research Methods
in Psychology

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76525-1 - Cross-Cultural Research Methods in Psychology
Edited by David Matsumoto and Fons J. R. van de Vijver
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521765251

