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   PERFECTING PREGNANCY 

  Prenatal and preimplantation testing technologies have offered unprecedented 

access to information about the genetic and congenital makeup of our pro-

spective progeny. Future developments such as preconception testing, nonin-

vasive prenatal testing, and more extensive preimplantation testing promise 

to increase that access further still. The result may be greater reproductive 

choice, but it also increases the burden on women and men to avail themselves 

of these technologies in order to avoid having a child who has a disability. The 

overwhelming question for legislators has been whether and, if so, how to 

regulate the use of these technologies in the face of compelling but seemingly 

contradictory claims about the advancement of reproductive choice and the 

dangers of eugenic or discriminatory effects. This book examines the evolu-

tion of this legislative oversight across a number of jurisdictions and explores 

the tensions and ambiguities that inform these laws. 

 Isabel Karpin is a Professor in the Faculty of Law, University of Technology, 

Sydney. 

 Kristin Savell is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Law, University of 

Sydney.    
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  Cambridge Disability Law and Policy Series 

 The Disability Law and Policy series examines these topics in interdisciplin-

ary and comparative terms. The books in the series ren ect the diversity of 

deo nitions, causes, and consequences of discrimination against persons with 

disabilities while illuminating fundamental themes that unite countries in their 

pursuit of human rights laws and policies to improve the social and economic 

status of persons with disabilities. The series contains historical, contempo-

rary, and comparative scholarship crucial to identifying individual, organiza-

tional, cultural, attitudinal, and legal themes necessary for the advancement of 

disability law and policy. 

 The book topics covered in the series also are ren ective of the new moral 

and political commitment by countries throughout the world toward equal 

opportunity for persons with disabilities in such areas as employment, hous-

ing, transportation, rehabilitation, and individual human rights. The series 

will thus play a signio cant role in informing policy makers, researchers, and 

citizens of issues central to disability rights and disability antidiscrimination 

policies. The series grounds the future of disability law and policy as a vehicle 

for ensuring that those living with disabilities participate as equal citizens of 

the world. 

  Books in the Series 

    Ruth   Colker   ,  When Is Separate Unequal? A Disability Perspective ,  2009  

    Larry M.   Logue    and    Peter   Blanck   ,  Race, Ethnicity, and Disability: Veterans and 

Beneo ts in Post3Civil War America ,  2010  

    Lisa   Vanhala   ,  Making Rights a Reality? Disability Rights Activists and Legal 

Mobilization ,  2010  

    Alicia   Ouellette   ,  Bioethics and Disability: Toward a Disability-Conscious Bioethics , 

 2011  

    Eilionoir       Flynn   ,  From Rhetoric to Action: Implementing the UN Convention on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities ,  2011  

    Isabel   Karpin and       Kristin   Savell,     Perfecting Pregnancy: Law, Disability, and the 

Future of Reproduction ,  2012    
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