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Voting for Policy, Not Parties proposes an institutionally embedded
framework for analyzing voter choice. Orit Kedar argues that voters are
concerned with policy, and therefore their votes reflect the path set by
political institutions leading from votes to policy. Under this framework,
the more institutional mechanisms facilitating post-electoral compromise
are built into the political process (e.g., multi-party government), the
more voters compensate for the dilution of their vote. This simple but
overlooked principle allows Kedar to explain a broad array of seemingly
unrelated electoral regularities and offer a unified framework of analysis,
which she terms compensatory vote.

Kedar develops her compensatory logic in three electoral arenas:
parliamentary, presidential, and federal. Drawing on institutional
variations in the degree of power sharing, she analyzes voter choice,
conducting an empirical analysis that brings together institutional and
behavioral data from a broad cross section of elections in democracies.

Orit Kedar is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political
Science at MIT. Her dissertation, on which this book is based, was the
winner of the Noxon Toppan Award for Best Dissertation in Political
Science at Harvard University. Her work has appeared in the American
Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review, Electoral
Studies, and Political Analysis. She also serves on the editorial boards of
Electoral Studies and Political Analysis.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power
Sharing

Orit Kedar

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics

General Editor
Margaret Levi University of Washington, Seattle

Assistant General Editors
Kathleen Thelen Northwestern University
Erik Wibbels Duke University

Associate Editors

Robert H. Bates Harvard University

Stephen Hanson University of Washington, Seattle
Torben Iversen Harvard University

Stathis Kalyvas Yale University

Peter Lange Duke University

Helen Milner Princeton University

Frances Rosenbluth Yale University

Susan Stokes Yale University

Other Books in the Series

David Austen-Smith, Jeffrey A. Frieden, Miriam A. Golden, Karl Ove
Moene, and Adam Przeworski, eds., Selected Works of Michael
Wallerstein: The Political Economy of Inequality, Unions, and Social
Democracy

Lisa Baldez, Why Women Protest: Women’s Movements in Chile

Stefano Bartolini, The Political Mobilization of the European Left,
1860-1980: The Class Cleavage

Robert Bates, When Things Fell Apart: State Failure in Late-Century Africa

Mark Beissinger, Nationalist Mobilization and the Collapse of the Soviet
State

Nancy Bermeo, ed., Unemployment in the New Europe

Carles Boix, Democracy and Redistribution

Carles Boix, Political Parties, Growth, and Equality: Conservative and
Social Democratic Economic Strategies in the World Economy

Continued after the Index

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power
Sharing

Orit Kedar

Frontmatter

More information

To my parents

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power
Sharing

Orit Kedar

Frontmatter

More information

Voting for Policy, Not Parties

How Voters Compensate for Power
Sharing

ORIT KEDAR
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

AMBRIDGE

NIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power
Sharing

Orit Kedar

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Sdo Paulo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Cambridge University Press
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013-2473, USA

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521764575

© Orit Kedar 2009

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2009
Printed in the United States of America
A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data
Kedar, Orit.
Voting for policy, not parties : how voters compensate for power sharing/
Orit Kedar.
p- cm — (Cambridge studies in comparative politics)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-521-76457-5 (hardback)
1. Voting. 2. Political parties. 3. Political planning. 4. Representative
government and representation. 5. Public opinion. 6. Comparative government.
I. Title. II Series.
JEIOOI.K43 2009
324.9-dc22 2009009401

ISBN 978-0-521-76457-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in
this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power
Sharing

Orit Kedar

Frontmatter

More information

Contents
List of Tables and Figures page viii
Acknowledgments xi

PART I. VOTING FOR POLICY
1 Introduction: Institutional Sources of Voter Choice 3

2 A Theory of Compensatory Vote 17

PART II. EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE: HOW VOTERS
COMPENSATE FOR DIFFUSION OF POWER

3 Compensatory Vote in Parliamentary Democracies 65
4 Balancing Strong (and Weak) Presidents 102
5 Compensatory Vote in Federations: Evidence from

Germany 142
PART III. THEORETICAL IMPLICATIONS
6 Conclusion 181
References 197
Index 207

vil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power

Sharing

Orit Kedar
Frontmatter
More information

List of Tables and Figures

TABLES

2.1
A.2.T

3.1
3.2
33
3.4

3-5

3.6
A.3.T

A.3.2
4.1
4.2
4.3
4-4
4.5
A.4.1
A.4.2
5.1
5.2

53

viii

Voter Choice in Presidential Systems: An Example
Parliamentary Environment: Monte Carlo
Simulation of Party Vote Shares

Lijphart’s Two-Dimensional Scale of Power Sharing
Party Positions as Perceived by Respondents
Compensatory Vote in the Netherlands (1998)
Voter Decision Rule (f) in Fourteen Polities Utilizing
Four Impact Measures

Measures of Institutional Power

Dispersion — Correlations

Institutional Mechanisms and Voter Decision Rule
Average Placements of the Three Main Parties

on Each of Seven Issues

Party Impacts

Vote Shares — Comparison of Means

Vote-Share Gap, Simple Regression

Vote-Share Gap, Incorporating Electoral Rules
Vote-Share Gap, Incorporating Timing and Surprise
Vote-Share Gap, Incorporating Turnout Differential
Polities and Electoral Cycles Included in the Analysis
Constitutional Powers of Presidents

Perceived Importance of Political Arenas

Regional and Federal Governments: Convergence
and Divergence

Change of Vote Share — Some Comparisons

page 52

60
68
72
80

82

87
92

95

96
118
124
126
130
132
138
139
161

162
164

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power

Sharing

Orit Kedar
Frontmatter
More information

List of Tables and Figures

5.4  Change of Vote Share, Multivariate Analysis
5.5 Change of Vote Share, Multivariate Analysis
Incorporating Timing

FIGURES

1.1 Voters and parties on ideological spectra

1.2 Presidential and legislative elections: vote
share of the president and her party

1.3 Germany: 1998-2002 federal cycle

3.1 Proportion of proximity vote in fourteen
democracies

3.2 Compensatory/representational vote in fourteen
democracies R

3.3 Compensatory vote (f) and institutional diffusion
of power

3.4 Compensatory vote and proximity vote

4.1 Midterm vote change for the party in control
of the White House, 1918-2002

4.2 Vote-share loss of the president’s party

4.3 Indicators of constitutional power of presidents
(by constitution)
4.4  Presidential powers (by constitution)

4.5  Presidential powers and vote-share loss

5.1 Vote-share differential: federal and land elections

5.2 Electoral divergence: federal and land elections

5.3  Vote-share differential: senior and junior coalition
partners

5.4  Vote-share differential proportions: senior and
junior coalition partners

5.5  Vote-share differential and turnout differential

5.6  Trends in regional and federal elections

5.7 Vote-share differential and regional economy

6.1 Voter and party ideological spectra

1X

166

169

77

83

89
93

105
106

120
122
123
144
146

154

156
158
159
164
195

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power
Sharing

Orit Kedar

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

It is a pleasure to thank teachers, colleagues, friends, and institutions
who have been so generous with me over the years. This study builds on
my dissertation work. Gary King, my dissertation committee chairman,
was a source of inspiration not only for creativity, well-argued logic,
and presentational clarity but also for true mentorship. Gary’s ability to
see right to the heart of an argument served as a compass that kept me
focused during the ups and downs of dissertation writing. Conversa-
tions with Torben Iversen were always constructive. His insights and
gentle guidance immensely improved this study. Torben’s skill in
making analytic connections across realms of research usually seen as
unrelated is a model to which any political scientist strives. Ken
Shepsle’s door was always open. I am grateful for his generosity and
willingness to offer advice. His challenging questions made this project
stronger and made me grow as an academic. And Rise’s cooking was an
extra treat!

My friends and colleagues at the University of Michigan deserve
special thanks. Although January in Ann Arbor turned out to be a
challenge for a Middle Easterner like me, I am extremely fortunate to
have spent intellectually formative years in the Institute for Social
Research and in the Department of Political Science. I am grateful to
Anna Grzymala-Busse for her encouragement and sound advice.
Anna, Nancy Burns, Bill Clark, Rob Franzese, and Mark Tessler,
joined by Jim Reische, took the time to meticulously read an early
draft of the manuscript and provide immensely helpful comments. My

X1

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power
Sharing

Orit Kedar

Frontmatter

More information

xii Acknowledgments

deep appreciation to Bill Clark, Liz Gerber, Allen Hicken, and Ken
Kollman for their guidance and support. I also thank Allen for his
permission to use data on constitutional authorities of presidents,
which we collected in collaboration in Chapter 4 of this book. Skip
Lupia has my deep gratitude. His wisdom, sound advice, generosity,
support, and friendship are invaluable.

I'am thankful to numerous individuals who gave me much good advice,
asked probing questions, and supported my endeavor. My teacher,
mentor, and now colleague and friend Michal Shamir originally sparked
my interest in electoral politics, encouraged me to follow my curiosity, and
supported me in my journey. Alan Zuckerman welcomed me at Brown
University, generously helped me get accustomed to the U.S. graduate
school system, and taught me a great deal about comparative political
behavior. A few weeks before this book was due to come out, Alan passed
away. I will miss his wisdom, kindness, and generosity.

The first incarnation of this project was heavily influenced by Mike
Alvarez and Jonathan Nagler’s joint work. Their encouragement set
me on track. Numerous instructive conversations with Jonathan
prevented me from falling off track. Jim Alt has provided ongoing
support and advice since I entered the graduate program at Harvard.
Chris Achen, Jim Adams, and Jamie Druckman each encouraged me
to pursue my research and gave me sound advice at critical junctions. I
was fortunate to receive the attention of a terrific team at Cambridge
University Press. I am greatly indebted to Margaret Levi for her
ongoing guidance and encouragement. Her support and advice were
immensely helpful. Lew Bateman believed in me and kept us on track
from the very beginning. Emily Spangler got us through logistical
hurdles effectively and kindly. Ronald Cohen, the editor of the
manuscript, handled it with exceptional care, wisdom, and sensitivity.

Brainstorming with Alan Jacobs, Eric Dickson, and Macartan
Humphreys in Cambridge and with Rob Mickey in Ann Arbor was as
rewarding as can be — their friendship even more so. Leeat Yariv
repeatedly offered both a heart-to-heart conversation over gin and
tonic and game-theoretic advice. I am most grateful for her
friendship. Dear friends and family members in Israel and the United
States, Amit, Daniela, Evelyn, Irit, June, Kira, Leora, Pazit, Ran, and
Yael, were patient with me and supportive of my physical, personal,
and intellectual journeys. This work would not have been completed
without Elizabeth’s wisdom, insights, and patience.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power
Sharing

Orit Kedar

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments xiii

I have greatly benefited from comments and suggestions from
numerous colleagues and friends. The list is too long to include here in
its entirety, and I have undoubtedly omitted many, but it includes the
following: John Aldrich, Alberto Alesina, Jim Alt, Steve Ansolabehere,
Enriqueta Aragones, David Austen-Smith, Andy Baker, Laia Balcells,
Larry Bartels, Bob Bates, Kathy Bawn, Neal Beck, Ken Benoit, Pablo
Beramendi, Suzanne Berger, Ray Duch, Bob Erikson, Jeff Frieden, Ken
Greene, Bernie Grofman, Thomas Gschwend, Bob Jackman, John
Jackson, Karen Jusko, Paul Kellstedt, Herbert Kitschelt, Bob Luskin,
Bonnie Meguid, Sam Merrill, Thomas Pliimper, Markus Prior, Rob
Salmond, Ethan Scheiner, Ken Scheve, Wendy Schiller, Jas Sekhon, Phil
Shively, Lenka Siroky, Jim Snyder, George Tsebelis, Jonathan Wand,
Greg Wawro, and Chris Way. Their advice greatly improved the final
product.

Some of the ideas and data included in this book were published earlier
in journal articles. I thank the following publishers and publications for
kindly granting me permission to include excerpts from these articles in
this book: “When Moderate Voters Prefer Extreme Parties: Policy
Balancing in Parliamentary Elections,” Orit Kedar, American Political
Science Review, Vol. 99 (2), May 2005, pp. 185-199. Copyright © 2005
by the American Political Science Association. Reprinted with the
permission of Cambridge University Press; Orit Kedar, “How Diffusion
of Power in Parliaments Affects Voter Choice,” Political Analysis, Vol.
13 (4), 2005, pp. 410-429. Copyright © 2005 Oxford University Press.
Reprinted with permission; Orit Kedar, “How Voters Work around
Institutions: Policy Balancing in Staggered Elections,” Electoral Studies,
Vol. 25 (3), 2006, pp. 509-527. Copyright © 2006 Elsevier Limited.
Reprinted with permission.

Part of the project was written when I was a visiting scholar in the
Department of Politics at New York University. Another part was
written when I was a Fellow in the Department of Political Science at Tel
Aviv University. I greatly appreciate the warm and lively hospitality of
both institutions and the financial support of VATAT, which allowed me
to visit Tel Aviv University. In fall 2004, Phil Shively and I co-convened a
workshop at the Center for the Study of Democratic Politics at Princeton
University on methodological and substantive questions commonly
asked in the analysis of multi-level data such as those used in this project.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-76457-5 - Voting for Policy, Not Parties: How Voters Compensate for Power
Sharing

Orit Kedar

Frontmatter

More information

Xiv Acknowledgments

I thank Phil, workshop participants, and especially Larry Bartels and the
staff of CSDP for hosting us.

I received helpful feedback from audiences in various venues,
including seminar participants at Ben Gurion University, Duke University,
IDC-Israel, MIT, New York University, Northwestern University, Ohio
State University, Princeton University, Tel Aviv University, UCLA, UC
Davis, University of Haifa, University of Mannheim, University of
Michigan, and Yale University. I also greatly benefited from feedback
from participants of the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems Plenary
Meeting (20035), EITM summer school (2006), and Context and the Vote
Decision Conference at Nuffield College, Oxford (2007).

I was fortunate to have had the support of an outstanding team of
research assistants at the University of Michigan. Carolina Greer de
Miguel Moyer gathered the bulk of the parliamentary and electoral
macro-level data used in Chapter 3. Jae-Jae Spoon added additional
parliamentary cases and gathered data on the United States used in
Chapter 4. Dan Magleby analyzed and coded constitutional authori-
ties of presidents used in Chapter 4. Daniela Stockmann assembled the
data on regional and federal elections used in Chapter 5. I am grateful
to them for their tireless, meticulous, and thoughtful efforts. I thank
DeAundria Bryant, Kim Dorazio, and Stephanie Wang for their
excellent research assistance at various points along the way. At MIT,
Greg Distelhorst rolled up his sleeves and provided superb research
assistance at the last stages of the project. Mike Sances throughly and
thoughtfully assisted at the final stages.

Last, I wish to express my deep gratitude to my family. My parents
planted in me a sense of curiosity about the world, engagement with the
public sphere, and determination. Since my childhood, they have been
patient with me and encouraging of my endless list of questions and my
(usually unsatisfied) insistence on finding a satisfactory answer. Heated
political discussions with my brother, a man of science and humor,
taught me to be a sharper thinker. His affection and teasing energized me
to continue. I am forever grateful for all that they have given me.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521764575
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

