
Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76382-0 — Early Development of Body Representations
Edited by Virginia Slaughter , Celia A. Brownell 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Early Development of Body Representations

Edited by Virginia Slaughter and Celia A. Brownell

Because we engage with the world and each other through our bodies and

bodily movements, being able to represent one’s own and others’ bodies is

fundamental to human perception, cognition and behaviour. This edited book

brings together, for the first time, developmental perspectives on the growth of

body knowledge in infancy and early childhood and how it intersects with

other aspects of perception and cognition. The book is organised into three

sections, addressing the bodily self, the bodies of others and integrating self

and other. Topics include perception and representation of the human form,

infant imitation, understanding biological motion, self-representation, inten-

tion understanding, action production and perception and children’s human

figure drawings. Each section includes chapters from leading international

scholars drawn together by an expert commentary that highlights open ques-

tions and directions for future research.

virginia slaughter is Professor of Developmental Psychology and a

principal researcher in the Early Cognitive Development Centre at the

University of Queensland, Australia.

celia a. brownell is Professor of Psychology and Director of the Early

Social Development Lab in the Department of Psychology, University of
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The aim of this series is to provide a scholarly forum for current theoretical and empirical

issues in cognitive and perceptual development. As the twenty-first century begins, the

field is no longer dominated by monolithic theories. Contemporary explanations build

on the combined influences of biological, cultural, contextual and ecological factors

in well-defined research domains. In the field of cognitive development, cultural and

situational factors are widely recognised as influencing the emergence and forms of

reasoning in children. In perceptual development, the field has moved beyond the

opposition of ‘innate’ and ‘acquired’ to suggest a continuous role for perception in the

acquisition of knowledge. These approaches and issues will all be reflected in the series,

which will also address such important research themes as the indissociable link between

perception and action in the developing motor system, the relationship between percep-

tual and cognitive development and modern ideas on the development of the brain, the

significance of developmental processes themselves, dynamic systems theory and con-

temporary work in the psychodynamic tradition, especially as it relates to the foundations

of self-knowledge.
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