
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Archaeology  

of Ancient  

North America

This volume surveys the archaeology of native North 

Americans from their arrival on the continent 15,000 years 

ago up to contact with European colonizers. Offering rich 

descriptions of monumental structures, domestic architecture, 

vibrant objects, and spiritual forces, Tim Pauketat and Ken Sassaman 

show how indigenous people shaped both their history and North 

America’s many varied environments. They place the student in 

the past as they trace how Native Americans dealt with challenges 

such as climate change, the rise of social hierarchies and political 

power, and ethnic conflict. Written in a clear and engaging style 

with a compelling narrative, The Archaeology of Ancient North 

America presents the grand historical themes and intimate stories of 

ancient Americans in full, living color.

• Includes a rich illustration program of 295 images, all reproduced 

in full color.

• Narrates the experiences of Native America in humanistic terms 

by emphasizing the culture and history of the people who settled 

the North American continent.

• Links the text with online computer applications and web sites.

TimothyR.Pauketat is Director of the Illinois State Archaeological 

Survey and professor of anthropology and medieval studies at the 

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. He is the author or editor of 

more than a dozen books, with research interests that span the Americas.

KennethE.Sassaman is the Hyatt and Cici Brown Professor of 

Florida Archaeology at the University of Florida. His research centers 

on the culture history of ancient hunter-gatherers of the Archaic 

period (ca. 11,000–3,000 years ago).

Both Sassaman and Pauketat are previous winners of the 

Southeastern Archaeological Conference’s C. B. Moore Award in 

Southeastern Archaeology.

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Archaeology  
of Ancient  
North America

Timothy R. Pauketat
University of Illinois

Kenneth E. Sassaman
University of Florida

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,  
New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
DOI: 10.1017/9781139019439

© Cambridge University Press 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020

Printed in Singapore by Markono Print Media Pte Ltd

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Pauketat, Timothy R., author. | Sassaman, Kenneth E., author.
Title: The archaeology of ancient North America / Timothy R. Pauketat, Kenneth 
E. Sassaman.
Description: Cambridge ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, [2019] | 
Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2019015911 | ISBN 9780521762496
Subjects: LCSH: Indians of North America – Antiquities. | Paleo-Indians – North 
America. | Indians of North America – Social life and customs. | Human ecology – 
North America. | North America – Antiquities. 
Classification: LCC E77.9 P38 2019 | DDC 970.004/97–dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019015911

ISBN 978-0-521-76249-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-74627-4 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of  
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication 
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, 
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

List of Figures [viii]

List of Tables [xiii]

List of Sidebars [xiv]

Acknowledgements [xvi]

Preface: Rebooting North American Archaeology [xix]

 1 Envisioning North America [1]

 Getting to Know a Continent [7]

 Space, Time, and Change [26]

 2  A Social History of North American Archaeologists and Native 

Americans [29]

 Not Indy-like since the Mid-Twentieth Century [30]

  A Social History of North American Archaeology since the 

Nineteenth Century [33]

 Native Americans as Objects, Subjects, Agents [61]

 3 Contact, Colonialism, and Convergence [77]

 Contact in North America [78]

 Norse Contacts: 1000–1300s CE [82]

 Conquests: 1492–1600 CE [84]

 Return of the Vikings: 1496–1607 CE [97]

 Missionization and the Colonial Project: From the 1500s on [100]

  Convergences: The Past and Future in People, Places, and 

Things [110]

 4 Ancient Immigrants [114]

 Clovis [120]

 Pre-Clovis, Non-Clovis, and Other Puzzles [136]

 Genes and Persons [147]

 Conclusion [151]

 5 Sea Change, See Change [154]

 The Pleistocene–Holocene Transition [157]

 Grassland and Bison Boom [160]

 Terra Nova [169]

 Rivers and Forests [176]

 Water Rising [189]

 Conclusion [196]

Contents

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

vi contents

 6  Gender, Kinship, and the Commune: The Great Basin and Greater 

Western Archaic [199]

 The Great Basin [205]

 Sierra Nevada and the High Desert of California [222]

 Rocky Mountains and High Plains [227]

 Conclusion [233]

 7  Identity, Ethnicity, and Inequality: Holocene Hunter-Gatherers East 

of the Mississippi [235]

 Eastern Woodlands Archaic [236]

 Eastern Canadian Subarctic [256]

 Conclusion [272]

 8 Animism, Shamanism, and Technology: Life in the Arctic [274]

 Arctic History [278]

 Pacific Alaska [280]

 Trans-Arctic [284]

 Animism and Shamanism Elsewhere in North America [301]

 Conclusion [307]

 9 Building Mounds, Communities, Histories [309]

 Early and Middle Woodland History-Builders of the Midwest [314]

 The Hopewell Era [322]

 Poverty Point and Shell Rings [332]

 Middle Archaic Mounds [344]

 Mounding on the Edge of the Tropics [354]

 Conclusion [361]

 10 The Momentous Late Woodland–Mississippian Millennium [363]

 Anglos in a Late Woodland World [366]

 The American Dark Ages (400–900 CE) [368]

  The Medieval Warming and Post-Classic Revitalizations  

(900–1200s CE) [388]

 The Mississippian Southeast (1200–1600 CE) [403]

 11 Two Worlds on the Great Plains [414]

 Journey up the Missouri [415]

  Bison Hunter Complexity on the Northern Plains  

(500 BCE to Today) [420]

 The Eastern and Central Plains (100–1000 CE) [426]

 Early Plains Villages (1000–1250 CE) [430]

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

contents vii

 Coalescence on the Plains [436]

 Proto-Historic Plains Villagers [445]

 12 The Final Centuries of the Northeast [451]

 Historic Introductions [451]

 Late Woodland Transformations in the Northeast [457]

 Conclusion and Epilogue [475]

 13 Divergence in the Far West [478]

 Interior Plateau [482]

 Northwest Coast [497]

 California [509]

 Historic Epilogue [525]

 14  Order and Chaos in the Southwest: The Hohokam and Puebloan 

Worlds [527]

 Agricultural Background [527]

 Geopolitical Implications and a Colorado Plateau Alternative [542]

 The Place beyond the Horizon (861–1140 CE) [549]

  Western Pueblos, Salado, and the Classic Hohokam  

(1150–1450 CE) [565]

 Pueblo III and IV (1140–1540 CE) [571]

 Postscript [579]

 15 Pots, Peripheries, and Paquimé: The Southwest Inside Out [580]

 Did Pots Make the Patayan Patayan? [583]

 Were the Fremont Peripheral? [587]

 Mogollon (200–1000 CE) and Mimbres (1000–1130 CE) [592]

 Mysterious Gaps (1130–1200 CE) [599]

 Casas Grandes and the Water City (ca. 1200–1450 CE) [601]

 The Violence of Religion and the End of Paquimé [613]

 16 1984 BCE [617]

 References [625]

 Index [690]

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Figures 1.1   Panoramic view of Yosemite Valley, California [1]

1.2  Workers at Ford, Highland Park, Michigan [3]

1.3  Spirit of the Frontier, by John Gast, 1872 [4]

1.4  The North American continent in the digital satellite imagery of 

Google Earth [8]

1.5  The monument at the purported geographical center of North 

America, Rugby, North Dakota [9]

1.6  The projected extent of Lake Agassiz [11]

1.7  An Inukshuk on the shore of Hudson Bay [12]

1.8  A view south of Laramie, Wyoming [14]

1.9  The Grand Canyon and the Colorado River [16]

1.10  The confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi rivers [19]

1.11  Aerial view of the Chesapeake Bay [22]

1.12  Autumn in the Ouachita Mountains of Arkansas [23]

1.13  Key West, Florida [25]

1.14  Mount St. Helens, Oregon, erupting [28]

2.1  Indiana Jones [30]

2.2  Nineteenth-century antiquarian William Pidgeon who promoted 

the Mound-builder Myth [31]

2.3  Painting by Robert Lindneux of the Trail of Tears [35]

2.4  Iowa State University: the first to take opportunity of the Morrill 

Act of 1862 [36]

2.5  The GI Bill of 1944 offered opportunities for service men and 

women [38]

2.6  New Deal excavation at the Macon North Plateau site, 

Georgia [40]

2.7  African-American women excavating at Irene Mound, 

Georgia [42]

2.8  Excavations of Cahokia’s East St. Louis Precinct [47]

2.9  The 1927 Folsom spearpoint discovery [50]

2.10  Deep stratification at Pecos Pueblo and Emeryville [52]

2.11  Franz Boas began his career in ethnography on Baffin Island, 

Canada [54]

2.12  A seriation graph constructed by archaeologist James A. 

Ford [55]

2.13  Lewis Binford, 1999 [57]

2.14  Confederate monument, Union, West Virginia [59]

2.15  Espera Oscar de Corti with President Jimmy Carter [62]

2.16  AIM leaders Russell Means and Dennis Banks [64]

2.17  Cemetery of Wounded Knee victims [65]

2.18  Ghost Dance of the Oglala Lakota at Pine Ridge [66]

2.19  Students at the Carlisle Indian Industrial Boarding School [72]

2.20  The Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center, 

Connecticut [75]

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

list of figures ix

3.1  Map of native American nations, tribes, language 

groups, and ethnicities, sixteenth century CE [79]

3.2  La Conquistadora [80]

3.3  The itineraries of the Vikings in the first  

millennium CE [84]

3.4  L’Anse aux Meadows site reconstruction [85]

3.5  Routes of early European explorers and major colonial 

incursions into North America [86]

3.6  Tenochtitlan, by Diego Rivera [88]

3.7  Hernando de Soto and his men burn Mabila [91]

3.8  The Coronado expedition, 1540–1542 [95]

3.9  Reconstructed Chumash Indian houses [96]

3.10  Powhatan, or Wahunsenacawh, in his chambers [99]

3.11  Casta painting showing family of diverse background, 

ca. 1763 [102]

3.12  Gran Quivira Mission church and pueblo [103]

3.13  Map of New France, 1657 [104]

3.14  Santa Barbara mission lavanderia basin [106]

3.15  San Luis de Talimali mission in Tallahassee, 

Florida [107]

3.16  Tenskwatawa, the Shawnee prophet [109]

3.17  Lakota priest Slow Bull [111]

3.18  Replica of the Benjamin Harrison peace medal [112]

4.1  Beringia, or the Bering Land Bridge [115]

4.2  Kennewick Man [119]

4.3  Two views of a Clovis point [121]

4.4  The Paleoindian Database of the Americas [125]

4.5  Locations of select Clovis and other Paleoindian sites in 

North America [126]

4.6  “A pre-historic mammoth hunt” [127]

4.7  The so-called “black mat” in an arroyo at Murray 

Springs [134]

4.8  Anzick Clovis cache from Montana [136]

4.9  Paisley Cave, Oregon [139]

4.10  Meadowcroft Rockshelter [140]

4.11  Excavations at the Topper site, South Carolina [141]

4.12  Santa Cruz Island, California [144]

4.13  Kelp forest tank, Monterey Bay Aquarium [145]

4.14  Artifacts from Santa Rosa Island, California [147]

4.15  Modern genetics data suggest that most Native 

American ancestors entered North America in a single 

migration [148]

5.1  The last house of Holland Island, Maryland [155]

5.2  Late Paleoindian sites in North America [159]

5.3  American bison in Yellowstone National Park [162]

5.4  Folsom points from the Folsom site [163]

5.5  Artistic impression of bison hunting by Plains 

Indians [165]

5.6  Middle Paleoindian Plano point types [167]

5.7  The bony remains of bison at the Olsen-Chubbuck site, 

Colorado [168]

5.8  Melting permafrost leads to mass wasting of the 

coastline of Alaska [169]

5.9  Barren-ground caribou (Rangifer tarandus 

groenlandicus) of Alaska [172]

5.10  Clusters of tools at the Bull Brook site, 

Massachusetts [173]

5.11  A now-submerged causeway on the floor of Lake Huron 

and drive lanes at Victoria Island, Canada [175]

5.12  Heat-fractured fluted points from the Crowfield  

site, Ontario [177]

5.13  Dalton points from the Brand site, Arkansas [179]

5.14  Russell Cave, Alabama [182]

5.15  Dalton points from the Sloan mortuary site, 

Arkansas [184]

5.16  Kirk Corner-Notched biface in various stages of 

resharpening [186]

5.17  Early Archaic regional settlement: the South Atlantic 

Slope and the Savannah River valley [188]

5.18  Gulf coastal sites predating ca. 4,500 years ago now 

underwater [190]

5.19  Little Salt Spring sinkhole near Sarasota [192]

5.20  Simpson and Suwannee points from Florida [195]

6.1  The storming of the Bastille [200]

6.2  The Hadza people of Tanzania [202]

6.3  Great Basin and far West map [206]

6.4  After a spring storm in the Great Basin [207]

6.5  Late Archaic mortar and pestle, and metate and 

mano [213]

6.6  Alice Steve, a Paiute woman, processing pine 

nuts [214]

6.7  Duck decoys, from Lovelock Cave, Nevada [215]

6.8  Locations of Great Basin hunting structures [217]

6.9  Bedrock mortars, Indian Grinding Stone State Historic 

Park [223]

6.10  Petroglyphs in the Coso Range of California [226]

6.11  Bighorn sheep, Rocky Mountain National Park [228]

6.12  Mummy Cave, Wyoming [229]

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

x list of figures

6.13  Early Plains Archaic pithouse, Split Rock Ranch 

site [231]

6.14  Tipi rings in the Pryor Mountains of  

Montana [232]

7.1  Map of Eastern Woodlands Archaic sites [238]

7.2  Bluff Creek site, Alabama [239]

7.3  Carved and Engraved bone pins, Black Earth site, 

Illinois [245]

7.4  Oversized Benton blades and zoomorphic beads [246]

7.5  Bannerstones from middle Savannah River valley 

Archaic sites [247]

7.6  Stallings drag and Jab pottery sherds, middle Savannah 

River valley sites [253]

7.7  Innu people ca. 1889 [258]

7.8  L’Anse Amour burial mound, Labrador [261]

7.9  Maritime Archaic longhouse at Aillik-2, 

Labrador [263]

7.10  Groswater endblades from the Phillip’s Garden West 

site [267]

7.11  Harp seal mother and her pup [268]

7.12  Quarrying of soapstone bowl preforms from the Fleur 

de Lys site, Newfoundland [269]

8.1  Yup’ik Eskimo mask with seal or sea otter spirit [275]

8.2  Chuonnasuan, the last shaman of 

the Oroqen people [276]

8.3  Map of North American Arctic and Subarctic [277]

8.4  The alpine tundra landscape of the Gates of the Arctic 

National Park [278]

8.5  Three microblade cores from the Anangula site [281]

8.6  Kodiak oil lamp with animal effigy [281]

8.7  The components and function of a toggling 

harpoon [282]

8.8  Flaked-stone tools of the Arctic Small Tool 

tradition [284]

8.9  Arctic Small Tool tradition semisubterranean 

house [285]

8.10  Ivory carvings of polar bears [288]

8.11  Dorset wooden masks from the Button Point site [290]

8.12  Reindeer Point longhouse in Greenland [291]

8.13  Replica of a Choris pot [292]

8.14  Ipiutak ivory burial mask from Point Hope, 

Alaska [294]

8.15  Beach ridges at Cape Espenberg on the Seward 

peninsula [296]

8.16  Inuit moving an umiak (skin boat) on a sled [297]

8.17  Whaling by umiak in Greenland [298]

8.18  Tandem hitched team of dogs pulling a sled in the 

western Arctic [300]

8.19  Remains of a fish weir in Willapa Bay, 

Washington [301]

8.20  A Group C burial at the Port au Choix cemetery [303]

8.21  Great Bear mound group, Iowa [305]

8.22  Hopewell copper cutout of a peregrine falcon [306]

9.1  Mounds and mound communities, Caddo Parish, 

Louisiana [310]

9.2  Map of the Eastern Woodlands [313]

9.3  Chenopodium berlandieri [315]

9.4  Materials and objects of ritual import to Hopewell people 

came from places throughout the continent [317]

9.5  Grave Creek Mound in Moundsville, West 

Virginia [318]

9.6  Paired-post structure, Crigler Mound in 

Kentucky [319]

9.7  “Sacred Circles” flanking the Criel Mound on the 

Kanawha River [320]

9.8  One of the Berlin stone tablets of the Adena 

culture [322]

9.9  Maps of Hopewell earthworks by Ephraim Squier and 

Edwin Davis [324]

9.10  Magnetometer survey of Steel Earthworks, south-central 

Ohio [325]

9.11  Moonrise over Newark earthworks [327]

9.12  Hopewell ritual objects [329]

9.13  Poverty Point, ca. 3,300 years ago [333]

9.14  Plan map of Poverty Point [334]

9.15  “Poverty Point objects” [337]

9.16  Stone plummets likely used in fishing [339]

9.17  Jasper owl beads of Poverty Point culture [340]

9.18  T. R. Kidder of Washington University [342]

9.19  Watson Brake mounds in Louisiana [345]

9.20  Cedarland and Claiborne sites at the mouth of the Pearl 

River, Mississippi [347]

9.21  Shell rings of the greater Southeast [348]

9.22  Silver Glen Run on the St. Johns River [351]

9.23  Inside the domicile of a Calusa chief [355]

9.24  Russell Key complex, Ten Thousand Island area [357]

9.25  Miami Circle during excavation [360]

10.1  Animal-spirit mounds at Effigy Mounds National 

Historical Park, Iowa [364]

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

list of figures xi

10.2  Late Woodland and Mississippian cultural complexes 

and sites [365]

10.3  Native life at Secotan, North Carolina [366]

10.4  Fish Lake site, southwestern Illinois [370]

10.5  Late Woodland cooking pots [371]

10.6  Troyville [372]

10.7  The Crystal River site with stelae locations [374]

10.8  Weeden Island ceramic vessel [375]

10.9  McKeithen site, Weeden Island culture,  

Georgia [376]

10.10  Late Woodland projectile points [377]

10.11  Late Woodland chunkey stone [381]

10.12  Midwestern garden hoe blades [382]

10.13  Coles Creek and Plum Bayou complexes [384]

10.14  Potsherd spindle whorls from Cahokia [386]

10.15  Mass grave at the Crenshaw site [388]

10.16  Haley Engraved bottle [389]

10.17  Caddo house floors at the George C. Davis site, 

Texas [390]

10.18  The Man Mound near Baraboo, Wisconsin [390]

10.19  Varney Red Filmed pottery-making tool  

kit [392]

10.20  Terminal Late Woodland courtyard group at the Range 

site [394]

10.21  The precincts of Cahokia, ca. 1100 CE [395]

10.22  LiDAR image of Monks Mound, Grand Plaza, and 

Rattlesnake Causeway [396]

10.23  Oblique LiDAR view of the central Cahokia 

precinct [397]

10.24  Cahokian goddess pouring liquid from a marine shell 

cup [398]

10.25  Sacrificed human beings under ridge-top Mound 72, 

Cahokia [400]

10.26  Angel site Mound F [402]

10.27  Excavated building remains at the Hiwassee Island 

site [404]

10.28  Archaeologist Lynne Sullivan at the Hiwassee Island 

site [407]

10.29  Moundville site plan [408]

10.30  Ocmulgee earthlodge [409]

10.31  Chief Outina confronts an Indian enemy [410]

10.32  Burned Powers-phase villages: Turner and 

Snodgrass [412]

11.1  Map of Plains Indian identities, complexes, and 

sites [418]

11.2  Besant projectile points from the Fincastle site [422]

11.3  Sites and features of a northern Plains drive system 

landscape [423]

11.4  Big Horn Medicine Wheel, Wyoming [424]

11.5  The northern Plains cultural landscape of the 

Blackfeet [426]

11.6  Kansas City Hopewell ceramic jar [428]

11.7  Plains Indian houses [430]

11.8  Mandan village as seen by George Catlin [431]

11.9  The corn storage pit of the Hidatsa farmer 

Maxi’diwiac [432]

11.10  Initial Middle Missouri “Foreman Cord Impressed” 

pottery [433]

11.11  Middle Missouri tradition pithouse or 

earthlodge [434]

11.12  Initial Coalescent village of Crow Creek, North 

Dakota [440]

11.13  Huff site, North Dakota [442]

11.14  Cheyenne Sun Dance [445]

11.15  Calumet [447]

12.1  Massasoit visits the pilgrims [452]

12.2  Map of the Northeast showing major Late Woodland 

and early historic era cultural complexes [454]

12.3  New England Late Woodland pots [462]

12.4  Monongahela village site [464]

12.5  Sun Watch village, partial reconstruction [465]

12.6  Reconstructed Huron longhouse, Saint-Félix-

d’Otis [467]

12.7  Draper site house 6 plan [467]

12.8  Draper site village plan [468]

12.9  Huron Feast of the Dead [469]

12.10  Mantle site village plan [471]

12.11  False Face Society mask, Seneca [472]

12.12  Mythical faces on potsherds [473]

12.13  Native stickball or lacrosse players [475]

13.1  Map of the far West [479]

13.2  Map of the Interior Plateau and the adjacent 

Northwest Coast [483]

13.3  Tlakliut man standing on fishing platform [484]

13.4  Pithouse village along Deschutes River, Oregon [487]

13.5  A house basin in the Stein River valley [488]

13.6  Food processing mauls and pestles from The 

Dalles [488]

13.7  The Dalles’ network [490]

13.8  She-Who-Watches (Tsagiglalal) petroglyph [491]

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xii list of figures

13.9  Mid-Fraser River terrain [493]

13.10  Keatley Creek site plan [494]

13.11  A mid-Fraser River house and house members [495]

13.12  Map of the Northwest Coast [498]

13.13  Northwest Coast trade networks during the middle 

Pacific period [500]

13.14  Labret worn in the lower lip of Haida woman [502]

13.15  Haida chief “Highest Peak in Mountain 

Range” [503]

13.16  Building a plank house at the Tsimshian village of Port 

Simpson [505]

13.17  Ozette, a Makah Indian village [506]

13.18  Ozette wooden bowl [506]

13.19  Map of Late Period California [511]

13.20  Californian shell mound near Stockton, 

California [513]

13.21  Archaeologist Lynn Gamble, El Montón, Santa Cruz 

Island [514]

13.22  Milling and processing depressions, Sequoia National 

Forest [515]

13.23  Obsidian dance blades [516]

13.24  Ada Lopez Richards, a Tolowa woman [517]

13.25  Large house depression on a shell mound, Santa Cruz 

Island [520]

13.26  Chumash shell mound artifacts [521]

13.27  Intervisible sites along the coastline of Santa Cruz 

Island [522]

13.28  Chumash plank canoe or tomol [523]

13.29  Bone whistles used in California Indian  

rituals [524]

13.30  Chumash Painted Cave State Historic Park [524]

14.1  Zuni girl with pottery jar on head [527]

14.2  Map of the greater Southwest/northwestern 

Mexico [528]

14.3  Hohokam pithouses at Mescal Wash, Arizona [530]

14.4  Idealized early Hohokam courtyard group [536]

14.5  Hohokam red-on-buff jar and cauldron [536]

14.6  Hohokam incense-grinding palette [537]

14.7  Bracelet pieces made from Glycymeris clam 

shells [538]

14.8  Hohokam ballcourt at Casa Grande, Arizona [539]

14.9  Archaeologist Emil Haury and Hohokam irrigation 

ditch [541]

14.10  Basketmaker homes and defensive wall at the Knobby 

Knee site [545]

14.11  Small kiva at Cliff Palace, Mesa Verde [546]

14.12  McPhee Pueblo/Great House [548]

14.13  The layout of Chaco Canyon [550]

14.14  Pueblo Bonito, Chaco Canyon [551]

14.15  Chaco black-on-white cylinder jars [553]

14.16  T-shaped doorway, Pueblo Bonito [555]

14.17  Ruins of the Chaco outlier at Casamero [559]

14.18  Chimney Rock, Colorado [560]

14.19  Chaco Type II masonry [560]

14.20  Archaeologist Ruth Van Dyke at Pueblo Bonito [561]

14.21  Great Kivas [564]

14.22  Ballcourt at Wupatki, Arizona [567]

14.23  Salado polychrome pot [568]

14.24  Adobe Great House at Casa Grande, Arizona [569]

14.25  Hohokam territories and canals along the Salt River, 

Arizona [570]

14.26  Mesa Verde landscape: Sun Temple and Cliff 

Palace [572]

14.27  Cliff Palace ruins, Mesa Verde, Colorado [574]

14.28  Polychrome kiva mural at Kuaua, Coronado State 

Park [577]

14.29  Petroglyph showing Katsina figure, Petroglyph 

National Monument [578]

15.1  Southwest/northwestern Mexico pottery [581]

15.2  The peripheral Southwest and northern 

Mexico [584]

15.3  Humanoid geoglyph near Blythe, Arizona [587]

15.4  Fremont slab-lined house at the Dos Casas site [588]

15.5  Fremont appliqued pitcher [589]

15.6  Unfired clay figurines from Range Creek Canyon in 

Utah [590]

15.7  Early Fremont period petroglyphs in Sego Canyon, 

Utah [591]

15.8  Mimbres kiva [594]

15.9  Plan schematics of three Mimbres settlements [595]

15.10  Mimbres black-on-white bowl interiors [597]

15.11  Excavated residential area of Paquimé [602]

15.12  Regional site rank-size distribution graph, Medio 

period [604]

15.13  Map of Paquimé [607]

15.14  Macaw pens at Paquimé [608]

15.15  Ramos polychrome vessel showing abstract serpent 

head [610]

15.16  Ramos polychrome masculine human effigy 

bottle [611]

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

4.1  Clovis sites with definitive or probable association with the 

remains of mammoth or mastodon, with notes on other animal 

and plant remains recovered [131]

5.1  Chronological highlights of Pleistocene–Holocene transitional 

cultures [161]

6.1  Chronology of culture history and key developments in the Great 

Basin [208]

7.1  Chronological highlights of select Archaic cultural 

traditions [237]

7.2  Eastern Subarctic developments [257]

8.1  Chronology of culture history across the North American Arctic, 

from west to east [279]

9.1  Chronological highlights of the Archaic and Woodland period 

mound-builders of the Eastern Woodlands [312]

10.1  Chronological highlights of the pre-Mississippian, Late 

Woodland era [369]

10.2  Chronological highlights of the Terminal Late Woodland and 

Mississippian era [391]

11.1  Chronological highlights of the Plains Woodland and Village 

periods [416]

12.1  Chronological highlights of the Late Woodland era in the St. 

Lawrence, upper Ohio, and New England regions [460]

13.1  Chronological highlights of the Northwest Coast and Interior 

Plateau [489]

13.2  Chronological highlights of the central and southern California 

Middle and Late periods [509]

14.1  Chronological highlights of the Hohokam area [532]

14.2  Chronological highlights of the Puebloan area [544]

15.1  Chronological highlights of the Mogollon and Casas Grandes 

regions [585]

Tables

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Sidebars 2.1  Democratizing higher education beyond the GI Bill [39]

2.2  Laws on the books [44]

2.3  Short goes long out on the range [51]

2.4  Theories and theorizing [60]

2.5  Russell C. Means: a complicated man [65]

2.6  Visiting Wounded Knee [67]

3.1  La Conquistadora [80]

3.2  The formal symmetry of mission churches [103]

3.3  Long-distance raids and captive-taking [105]

3.4  In the news, 2008 [112]

4.1  On the origins of origins [117]

4.2  Kennewick Man and cultural diversity [119]

4.3  Breaking the ice [128]

4.4  Murray Springs and the Black Mat [135]

4.5  American Neanderthals? [149]

5.1  Cultural baggage [158]

5.2  Ethnicity and ecology: making difference work [166]

5.3  America’s latest climate refugees? [170]

5.4  Places to meet not always great places to dwell, but who 

cares? [197]

6.1  Rocking the hunt [218]

6.2  Acorns, gender, power [224]

7.1  Burials of the Shell Mound Archaic [243]

7.2  Handedness of Stallings pottery [254]

7.3  L’Anse Amour: oldest Maritime Archaic burial [262]

7.4  Dorset soapstone quarries [270]

8.1  Relational ecology of polar bears [289]

8.2  Beach ridge archaeology in Alaska [295]

9.1  Eastern agricultural complex [316]

9.2  The remote sensing revolution [326]

10.1  Who cooked what in Late Woodland pots? [379]

10.2  Why shell temper and red slips? [393]

10.3  Why call Cahokia a city? [397]

10.4  Cahokian statuettes [399]

10.5  Cahokians contact the world [400]

10.6  Middle Mississippians and chiefdoms [406]

11.1  Big Horn Medicine Wheel [424]

11.2  Plains Village horticulture [437]

11.3  Inside the earthlodge [439]

11.4  The Crow Creek massacre [443]

11.5  Plains sweat baths [446]

12.1  Lakes [455]

12.2  Green corn and Mesoamericanoid trappings in New 

York? [462]

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

list of sidebars xv

12.3  Spirit capture, adoption, and reincarnation [470]

13.1  Forager diversity on the plateau [485]

13.2  Diversity from the start [485]

13.3  Prepping salmon [496]

13.4  Trade, trade fairs, and the Potlatch [501]

13.5  Tree carving in California: cultural survival [525]

14.1  Agricultural landscapes in the Southwest [529]

14.2  Southwestern community [530]

14.3  Google Earth views of Chaco’s great houses and gridded 

field [553]

14.4  Temporalities of experience [564]

14.5  The power of movement [577]

15.1  Actual pueblos! [596]

15.2  Newsbrief: Mimbres Court Evidence, by Carolyn Swan, for 

Archaeology magazine, volume 54 (2001) [598]

15.3  Southern terminus of the Chaco meridian? [603]

15.4  Paquimé from above [605]

15.5  The production of gender at Paquimé [612]

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Acknowledgements Many people, organizations, and institutions assisted us in the 

preparation of this book. Ross Hassig, Stephen Lekson, Michael 

Mathiowetz, Randall McGuire, and Christine VanPool read drafts of 

various chapters or supplied information and opinions essential to 

the writing of those chapters. Patricia Crown, Paul Fish, Suzanne Fish, 

Lynn Gamble, Michael Glassow, Gerardo Gutierrez, Steve Lekson, 

Chip Wills, and Greg Wilson led excursions or accompanied us on 

a number of field trips to a variety of places featured in this book. 

We have collaborated with and bounced ideas off Susan Alt, David 

Anderson, Danielle Benden, Meggan Blessing, Ernie Boszhardt, 

Thomas Emerson, Don Holly, Asa Randall, and many others during 

this volume’s compilation.

Aspects of our own research projects, supported by the National 

Science Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 

Hyatt and Cici Brown Endowment for Florida Archaeology, and the 

John Templeton Foundation, have spilled on to the pages of this book. 

A generous subvention from the Brown Endowment, in fact, is the 

reason that we have color on the following pages! The Departments 

of Anthropology at the Universities of Florida and Illinois, along with 

the Illinois State Archaeological Survey (ISAS), provided general sup-

port during the years in which we researched and drafted the text. The 

Amerind Foundation, in Dragoon, Arizona, provided a home and 

research support while one of us (Tim) was drafting chapters in 2012: 

a special thanks to former director, John Ware. He and Eric Kaldahl, 

at the Amerind, allowed us into their curation areas to photograph 

or film several cultural objects that appear in this book. Many other 

institutions, museums, and individuals provided additional help with 

the objects, sites, maps, and photographs featured in this book and are 

listed in the figure credits: we thank them all.

We are also grateful to the wonderful staff of Cambridge University 

Press (CUP), especially Beatrice Rehl, who saw this project through 

from start to finish with limitless patience. She bought into our prem-

ise for writing this particular book, which was that “college professors 

and general book sellers desperately need a book that not only covers 

ancient North America, but also brings some life to the topic, conveys 

the thrill and satisfaction of archaeological discovery, highlights the 

human emotions and controversies behind archaeology, and works 

through the complex research problems to find the higher purposes 

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

acknowledgements xvii

of studying North America’s past” (original prospectus submitted to 

CUP). If we have succeeded, it is in large part due to the emotional 

support from our wonderful partners over the years. Thanks Susan 

and Meggan.

Of course, any shortcomings doubtless stem from our own emo-

tional and intellectual excesses and inadequacies, and not those of 

CUP or anyone else acknowledged above. We loved writing this book, 

and believe fervently that archaeology has much to teach all people 

about our collective past, present, and future. We hope that you find 

such lessons on the pages that follow.

www.cambridge.org/9780521762496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-76249-6 — The Archaeology of Ancient North America
Timothy R. Pauketat , Kenneth E. Sassaman
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Preface: Rebooting North 

American Archaeology

Understanding the archaeology of any continent is an ambitious goal, 

whether you are a student, an interested nonspecialist, or a profes-

sional archaeologist. After all, the scope of the subject is but a few 

continental steps away from the history of the world (see Locator 

Map). Unfortunately, learning about the archaeology of native North 

America from a book, such as this, over the course of some man-

ageable period – say, a few months – still entails glossing over many 

details about people, places, and things. Certainly, this book necessar-

ily focuses on those aspects of the past that we think most important. 

These are the ones that shed light on the human experience, gener-

ally, and its causal relationships to human history. As you will see, 

this leads us to foreground particular sites and research projects, to 

follow particular archaeological narratives as they develop, to accen-

tuate certain kinds of historical relationships (and not others), and to 

generalize.

Few authors feel comfortable with generalizing at continental 

scales. The reasons include the humbling recognition, unavoidable 

as an archaeologist, that the more one knows about any archaeologi-

cal subject, the more one understands how little one actually knows. 

Sometimes this is the case regardless of scale. For instance, few of us 

can fully appreciate the big historical implications of momentous 

occasions that affect thousands, whether those events are weather-re-

lated, such as El Niño rains, or large-scale ritual spectacles held in 

villages or pueblos. Similarly, there exist many unknowns about sen-

sory experience and its causal power – what specific people might be 

induced to feel or do given, say, the flavors of foods, the spectacular 

visual qualities of ritual gatherings and celestial phenomena, or the 

colors, textures, and designs of particular objects. Archaeologists have 

only recently begun to think seriously about how the embodied expe-

rience of movement through space, and hence the qualities of specific 

spaces or experiences, affect our humanity, shape our identities, or 

afford certain futures (see especially Chapters 5, 8–11, and 14–15). 

There are so many unknowns.

But these are all reasons to do archaeology. Understanding the 

causal linkages between sense, movement, design, and history is to 

some degree possible through an archaeology of the Native American, 

American Indian, or First Nations past. Such lessons, of course, may be 

of immediate concern to living descendants, whose heritage, identity, 
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xxipreface: rebooting north american archaeology

and sovereignty are at stake. A good deal of respect and deference 

needs to be brought to the table of any study of the North American 

past. This is important also because North American archaeology’s 

lessons are relevant to non-Indian peoples everywhere, who stand to 

benefit from knowing who, what, where, how, and why changes of all 

kinds happened in the past, are happening now, and will happen in 

our collective future.

Of course, bear in mind that in archaeology, as in history, there 

are no absolute truths. People are not mere matter that might be con-

tained in a test tube or placed on a laboratory table and evaluated 

using the laws of physics or chemistry. Instead, history and heritage, 

both of which are rooted in the stuff – the artifacts, features, land-

scapes, etc. – that archaeologists deal in everyday, are always subject to 

negotiation. In fact, archaeological remains are very much the media 

of human imagination (or lack thereof), which is always reckoned 

with respect to the past and, from there, the things and places that 

comprise that past. This is why the news is filled with stories of pipe-

lines threatening sacred sites, illicit diggers stealing pots, tourists and 

ranchers defacing rock art, and developers bulldozing whole village 

sites. This is why from time to time American Indians dispute inter-

pretations that adversely affect their own narratives.

We, your authors, are not immune. Any First Nations, American 

Indian, Yupik, Iñupiat, or other native person reading this book might 

rightfully disagree with certain of our claims to knowledge and, thus, 

choose to narrate the past differently. Certainly, other archaeologists 

predisposed to think differently than us will dispute some of our infer-

ences. That is as it should be. We do not claim to know everything or 

to speak for everybody. Our tack is to approach the human past with 

a good deal of intellectual and historical humility.

However, we do fervently believe that North American archaeol-

ogy holds key insights into some important historical issues that mat-

ter for us all today. First and foremost among these is the manner in 

which we understand the mediation of human history, if not human-

ity generally. Who or what causes this or that, and where, when, how, 

and why?

Our commitment to asking such questions and the weight we 

give to media, to various other agents of change, and to narratives 

make our book unlike all previous textbooks on North American 
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xxii preface: rebooting north american archaeology

archaeology – and there are a few (Fagan 2005; Neusius and Gross 

2014; Snow 2010). Previous authors with ideas founded in older the-

ories of cultural and societal change wrote almost all of these earlier 

works. The sources of change recognized by them often seem to be 

(1) gradual and long term, (2) external to the human experience, and 

(3) local and ahistorical (i.e., one region’s or period’s people seem 

unaffected by their neighbors or their ancestors). For many, climate 

change and population growth were the explanations for everything. 

What people did – and how they related to other phenomena, places, 

and things – mattered very little. Actual people – or their things and 

constructions – were but passive reflections of the times.

This strikes us as more than intolerably colonial. Few North 

Americans today, native or nonnative, would ever accept such ahis-

torical explanations of our own world. And yet, from these earlier 

viewpoints, societies and their institutions were the units of change, 

treated as if they evolved slowly through time in ways that shaped the 

docile bodies of human beings.

Of course, fetishizing society in such ways deemphasizes, if unin-

tentionally, the immediate relevance of the North American past 

to the present (see Chapter 2). It does this by implying that pre- 

Columbian peoples were not the makers of history (see Chapter 

9) but natural organisms, members of bio-social populations who 

were bound by putatively conservative cultures and subject in turn 

to immutable rules and norms. Culture and cultural materials were 

understood to be not active and malleable interlocutors of history 

but instead passive reflections of slow-moving, organismic, societal 

adaptations. Artifacts were, thus, either functional items that served 

some societal purpose or superfluous nonfunctional ritual objects. 

Nonhuman beings, substances, forces, and phenomena – even those 

that people may have recognized as integral to their humanity – are 

especially marginal to such social-evolutionary visions of the past. 

This is why so few of these earlier archaeologists questioned the use 

of the word “prehistoric” to describe pre-contact North Americans 

(but see Lightfoot 1995).

All such treatments of the indigenous peoples of North America, 

past or present, are highly problematic, if only owing to the colonial 

history of North America (see Chapter 3). All archaeology needs to 

work toward maximizing the roles and voices of American Indian 
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xxiii

people – past and present. Any archaeology that denies an American 

Indian cultural logic to the North American past risks colonizing 

that past with its own biases. This is because pre-Columbian North 

America was unequivocally not (not, not) a place populated by mod-

ern individuals whose goals were to maximize caloric intake and min-

imize energy expenditures or who merely functioned as cogs in some 

mechanistic society (see Chapter 1’s juxtapositioning of John Muir 

and Henry Ford). It is time to abandon such twentieth-century views 

and reboot North American archaeology.

Perhaps the place to begin is with the continent itself. And so, in 

Chapter 1, we use Google Earth to fly over it, hoping to transcend 

some of the traditional “culture area” divisions of the continent – the 

Plains, the Southwest, the Northwest Coast, the Eastern Woodlands –  

rooted in earlier beliefs that indigenous Americans populated socie-

ties that developed by adapting to environments (subject in turn to 

climate change and population growth). Admittedly, we do not fully 

abandon the subcontinental divisions, but we do shape our chapters 

around issues, with some chapters very intentionally comparing one 

region’s history with another’s.

The histories of which we speak are not, of course, written. Instead, 

histories are lived. They include the larger material-cultural construc-

tions of people who relate to and through the forces, matter, and 

beings of their worlds. Histories result in altered configurations of 

people, places, things, substances, and phenomena that then, in turn, 

impinge on (not determine) future relationships.

Defined in this way, there were no prehistoric people. Moreover, 

there was an element of reading and writing in all people’s historical 

constructions. That is, pre-Columbian people wrote their histories in 

the land and through objects. For example, certain “medicine bun-

dles” contained a series of mnemonic objects that would be opened 

and read much like a scroll (see Chapters 3, 8, 10, and 11). One might 

call this oral history, but let us be clear: it was based on knowledge 

recorded via an ordered assemblage of things, much as written lan-

guage is an ordered assemblage of abstract characters. Many cultural 

objects and even entire landscapes had similar mnemonic power to 

call to mind relationships, historical and otherwise – prayer sticks, 

sacred pipes, peace medals, decorated pots, designed architectural 

spaces, aligned mounds, geometric earthworks.

preface: rebooting north american archaeology
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xxiv preface: rebooting north american archaeology

Hence, North American archaeological history is not reliant on 

identifying prominent, usually European, human actors – the Juan 

Cabrillos and Francisco Coronados of their time – or on reading their 

texts. Both human actors and texts do embody the sorts of historical 

relationships about which we speak, of course, but both can also mask 

the actual relationships that we need to explain. Instead, the histories of 

which we speak were contingent on understanding relationships that 

happened, and that always necessarily happen, through material, spa-

tial, and corporeal media over time. These were historical contingen-

cies that played out at local, regional, subcontinental, and, sometimes, 

even continental scales. We cannot ignore the Pacific Coast’s relation-

ship deep into the continent’s interior, or the Southwest’s historical 

impacts on the Mississippi Valley, and vice versa. If left to our own 

devices, we would not ignore north and west Mexico, or pretend that 

Mesoamerica had no impacts north of the US–Mexico border. It did.

QuestionsofTimeandHistory

This brings us to the question of time in relation to history. As we 

repeat in Chapter 9, history in the western sense of the term would 

seem predicated on linear time, and on the recognition that linear 

time can be segmented into periods or eras. It also considers time to 

be objective and irreversible, unfolding at a constant rate. But history 

in the sense we use it in this book is not beholden to a linear narrative 

nor is it dependent on the actual events that fill time. It is, rather, 

what people make of the past, however that may be conceived. And it 

can unfold at different rates, depending on the kinds and qualities of 

experiences and relationships at play.

Certainly, we do base this book’s narratives around chronologi-

cal dates, and for ease of understanding we primarily use Gregorian 

calendar years BCE (Before Common Era) or CE (Common Era), 

as opposed to years BP (Before Present), BC (Before Christ), or AD 

(Anno Domini, Latin for “in the year of our lord”). In a few instances 

we retain calibrated BP date ranges (cal BP) in order to remind archae-

ologists who prefer them where we are in time. Generally speaking, all 

dates used in this book are based either on dendrochronology (tree 

rings), especially in the US Southwest/northwestern Mexico, or on 

radiocarbon assays. The latter are measurements of the amount of 

radioactive carbon within some archaeologically recovered organic 
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substance. Of course, because the amount of radioactive carbon in the 

atmosphere fluctuated in the past, archaeologists calibrate the radio-

carbon date against some other standard, such as tree rings, in order 

to derive a calendar year estimate. We use calibrated dates and date 

ranges, though such estimates are seldom perfectly synchronized and 

are subject to change in the future.

It should be pointed out that even calendar years can be decep-

tive for reasons explained earlier. That is, history is not an absolute 

unfolding of time at a constant rate. In fact, it is well established – in 

part through Einstein’s Theory of Relativity – that time speeds up and 

slows down relative to the contexts of its unfolding. Thus, archaeolo-

gists often speak of the temporality of some context, event, material 

assemblage, or landscape, by which they mean its temporal dimension 

or implications – what time felt like in that situation (Gosden 1994; 

Ingold 2000). A dark cave or monumental landscape has a distinctive 

temporality. It slows time down. So might a stark landscape (Chapters 

4 and 8) or a big sky (Chapter 11). On the other hand, increasingly 

congested and cluttered fields of action, especially those filled with 

many small things, speed up one’s sense of time passing (consider 

Chapters 14–15).

Hence, you might also conclude that history-making, in the way 

we describe it above, necessarily happened at different rates and 

scales. Long periods of apparent stasis (early Holocene foragers?) 

versus short bursts of change (early Mississippian?) might decep-

tively appear as if they were based solely in the presence or absence of 

great history-making people. But the contrasts might also be telling 

us that there were fundamental dissimilarities in the fields of social 

experience between epochs that, in turn, produced the people who 

ostensibly made the difference (Robb and Pauketat 2013). Transitions 

between such epochs, exemplified by the early mounding of the 

American Southeast (Chapter 9), the differences between the early 

and late Puebloan worlds (Chapter 14), or more obviously the era of 

Native–European “contacts” (Chapter 3), are even more critical for us 

to understand. So too does it become imperative to rethink the envi-

ronment and climate change. Something like the ocean then becomes 

an actor in the worlds of people, and sea-level rise a historical factor 

central to human history (Chapter 5). So might weather events, such 

as those stemming from, say, the Neoglacial or the medieval warming 

(Chapters 6 and 10).

questions of time and history
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xxvi preface: rebooting north american archaeology

HowtoReadthisBook

Because we reject simplistic cause-and-effect scenarios, where the 

environment might be said to cause cultural adaptations along 

with the histories of people generally, or where simple societies are 

thought to “evolve” into more complex ones, there are a number of 

ways to read this book. Chapter 1 is not a straightforward environ-

mental summary, but one that builds a bit of history and your own 

experience into it – thanks to Google Earth. Chapter 2 delves more 

into the social history of people, past and present. Then Chapter 3 

covers what some other authors would relegate to the last chapter – 

historic-era “contacts” and “colonialism.” Given such beginnings, we 

could imagine some readers simply skipping to Chapter 4 in order 

to get to the meat of the book – the first people in the continent. 

Some might also choose to skip to specific research foci or areas of 

the continent, and this is yet possible despite our best attempts to 

break out of both the evolutionary approach to the past (foragers ver-

sus sedentary food producers) and the culture-area approach to the 

past. You can still find most of the late Pleistocene and early Holocene 

material in Chapters 4 and 5, much of the rest of the hunter-gatherer 

archaeology in Chapters 6 through 9, and most of the text on agri-

cultural or “complex” societies in Chapters 10–15. Similarly, most of 

the information on the Arctic is found in Chapter 8; the lion’s share 

of our text on the West is contained in three chapters (6, 11, and 13); 

the Southwest is largely covered in two chapters (14 and 15); and the 

Eastern Woodlands is spread primarily across four chapters (7, 9, 10, 

and 12).

But skipping the first three chapters might lead you to miss one of 

our big historical points: the past happened historically, and history 

is not a one-dimensional or simple-linear evolutionary process. In 

fact, history is to some extent always constructed in the present, based 

on the past, for the future. Likewise, the histories of some so-called 

culture areas most certainly and consequentially impinged on the his-

tories of others. For such reasons, which we harp on now and again in 

chapters to come, we sometimes begin chapters with a later historical 

vignette. In the case of Chapter 9, we reverse the chronological order 

of the chapter entirely. In other cases, we reference time and again the 

causal relationships between the people, places, and things in other-

wise separate chapters.
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The causal elephant in the room, in fact, is Mesoamerica and 

the Caribbean. There is no legitimate reason whatsoever to believe 

that today’s US–Mexico border, or the 150 km (90 mi) between the 

Florida Keys and Cuba, was much of a barrier at all in the past; there 

is also no reason to overlook the fact that west, central, and northern 

Mexican connections with people and places north of the Rio Grande 

were likely critical to the specific historical developments in the north. 

Specific cultural practices, gods, or religious movements likely have 

their genesis to the south. Yet even we, owing to the scale of the pro-

ject before you and the realities of publishing in the  twenty-first cen-

tury, could not include a chapter on Mesoamerica and the Caribbean.

That is unfortunate since there are some startling parallel develop-

ments between Mesoamerica, the Southwest/Northwest, the Southeast, 

Midwest, and even Plains. Some such parallels – as with the big histor-

ical changes between California, Illinois, and New Mexico around 900 

CE – surely have other explanations: the Medieval Climatic Anomaly, 

for instance, must figure prominently. Then again, our current reboot 

of North American archaeology, by rejecting old-fashioned notions of 

ahistorical development that have been far too dependent on prime 

movers (climate change and population among them), ends by recon-

sidering all of the causal factors of the North American past, including 

climate change, in a new way (sometimes called “post-humanist” or 

“new materialist” [see Chapters 1 and 16; Harris and Cippola 2017]). 

Our new-ancient history of North America and North Americans 

does not necessarily seek to strictly delimit human social history from 

culture, or from the landscape or the history of other things and phe-

nomena: weather, nonhuman organisms, celestial objects, and other 

seemingly inanimate but powerful, locomotive forces. This tack, we 

hope, broadens the story of the continent and, we believe, enhances 

the relevance of the North American past in the present for the future.
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